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THEN Cecilia feturned home, the 
WY heard with much concern that no 
tidings of Mr Harrel had yet been obtained, 
His lady, who did not ſtay out late, was 
now very Terioully frightened, and entreat- 
ed Cecilia to fit up with her till ſome news 
could be procured : ſhe ſent alſo for her bro- 
ther ; Tg they all three, in trembling ex. 
pectation of what was to enſue, paſſed the 
whole night in watching. 
At fix U clock in the morning, Mr Arnott 
beſought his ſiſter and Cecilia to take ſome 
reſt, promiſing to go out himſelf to every 
place where Mr Harrel was known to reſort, 
and not to return without bringing ſome 
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1 „% 1: A. 
Mrs Harrel, whole feelings were not very 
acute, finding the perſuaſions of her brother 

were ſeconded by her own fatigue, conſented 
to follow his advice, and deſired him to be- 

gin his ſearch immediately. 1 


* 


* 


A few moments after he was gone, while 
Mrs Harrel and Cecilia were upon the ſtairs, 
they were ſtartled by a violent knocking at 
the door. Cecilia, prepared for ſome cala- 
mity, hurried her friend back to the draw- 
ing room, and then flying out of it again to 

enquire who entered, ſaw to her equal ſur- 
priſe and relief Mr Harrel himſelf. | 

She ran back with the welcome informa- 
tion, and he inftantly followed her. Mrs 
Harrel eagerly told him of her fright, and 
Cecilia expreſfed her pleaſure at his return: 
but the ſatisfaction of neither was of long 
eee eee 
_ He came into the room with a look of 
ferceneſs the moſt terrifying, his hat on, and 

bis arms folded. He made no anſwer to what 
they ſaid, but puſhed back the door with his 
foot, and flung himſelf upon a ſofa. 
Cecilia would now have withdrawn, but 
Mrs Harrel caught her hand to prevent her. 
"They continued ſome minutes in this ſitua- 
tion; and then Mr Harrel, ſuddenly rifing, 
called, out, © Have you any thing to 58 
e Pack up?” repeated Mrs Harrel ; 
<< Lord ble me, for-what 7 IO 
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am going abroad, he anſwered; I 
ſhall ſet off to-morrow.” 

Abroad?“ cried the, bueſing 3 into tears; 
4am ſure I hope not!“ 

Hope nothing!“ returned bes in a voice 
of rage; and then, with a dreadful oath, he 
ordered her to leave him and pack up. 

Mrs Harrel, wholly unuſed to ſuch treat- 
ment, was frightened int6 violent hyſterics; 
of which, however, he took no notice, but 

_ fearing at her for à foo! who had been the 
cauſe of his ruin, he left the room. 
Decilia, though ſhe inſtantly rang the bell, 
and haſtened to her aſſiſtance, was fo mach 


ſhocked by this unexpected brutality, that 


ſhe 3 knew how to act, or what to 
order. Mrs Harrel, however, ſoon reco- 
vered, and Cecilia accompanied her to her 


own apartment, where ſhe ſtayed, and endea- 


voured to ſooth her till Mr Nees returned. 

The terrible ſtate in which Mr Harrel had 
at laſt come home, was immediately com- 
municated to him; and his ſiſter entreated 


him to uſe all his influence that the ſcheme 


for going abroad might be deferred, at lealt, 
if not wholly given up. 

. Fearfully he went on the embaſſy, but 
ſpeedily, and with a look wholly diſmayed, 
he returned. Mr Harrel, he ſaid, told ham, 


that he had contracted a larger debt of ho- 


nour than he had any means to raiſe; and as 
he ve not appear till it was. Paid, he 
ö ; AS”: : Was 
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1 8B De 
Was obliged to quit the kingdom without 
delay. | %; i [cd 
„ Oh brother!“ cried Mrs Harrel, „and 
% “VW“ 
« Alas, my dear fiſter,” anſwered he, 
ce what can I do to prevent it? and who, if 
1 too am rumed, will in future help you ?? 
Mrs Harrel then wept bitterly; nor could 
the gentle Mr Arnott forbear, while he tried 
to comfort her, mixing his own tears with © | 
thoſe of his beloved ſiſter: but Cecilia, whoſe !? 
reaſon was ſtronger, and whoſe juſtice was 


offended, felt other ſenſations ; and leavin 1 
Mrs Harrel to the care of her brother, who . 


tenderneſs ſhe infinitely compaſſionated, ſhe 
retreated into her own room : not, however, 
to reſt, the dreadful ſituation of the family 
made her forget ſhe wanted it, but to deh- 
berate upon what courſe ſhe ought herſelf 
%%% ey Ia 
She determined, without any heſitation, 
"againſt accompanying thenvin their flight, as 
the irreparable injury the was convinced ſhe 
had already done her fortune, was more than 
ſufficient to ſatisfy the moſt romantic ideas 
of friendſhip and humanity : but her own 
place of abode muſt now immediately be 
«changed, and her choice reſted only between 
Mr Delvile and Mr Briggs.” ' 
Important as were the obſtacles which op- 
poſed her reſidence at Mr Delvile's; all that 
- *belonged to inclination and to happineſs 
"encouraged it: while with reſpect to Mr 
Briggs, 
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juſtifiably contrafted—"? | og 
. «© O' madam,” interrupted he, © imagine 
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Briggs, though the objections were lighter, 
there was not a ſingle allurement. Yet 
whenever the ſuſpicion recurred to her that 
Miſs Belfield was beloved by young Delvile, 
ſhe reſolved at all events to avoid him: but 
when better hopes intervened, and repre- 
ſented that his enquiries were probably acci- 
dental, the wiſh of being finally acquainted 


with his ſentiments, made nothing ſo defir-_ 


able as an intercourſe more frequent. 
Such ſtill was her irreſolution, when ſhe 
received a meſſage from Mr Arnott to entreat 
the honour of ſeeing her. She immediately 
went down ſtairs, and found him in the ut- 
moſt diſtreſs. O Muſs Beverley,” he cried, 
hat can I do for my ſiſter | what can I 
poſſibly deviſe to relieve her affliction !”? 
Indeed I know not!”? ſaid Cecilia; © but 
the utter impracticability of preparing her 
for this blow, obviouſly as it has long been 
impending, makes it now fall ſo: heavily, I 
with much to aſſiſt her,—but a debt ſo un- 


Ge 


not I ſent to you with ſo treacherousa view 

as to involve you in our miſery ;/ far too un- 
worthily has your generoſity already been 

_ abuſed. I only wiſh to conſult with you 
what I can do with my fiſter “ 
Cecilia, after ſome little conſideration, prb- 


poſed that Mrs Harrel ſhould {till be left in 


England, and under their joint care. 


— 


* 


1 „ 


. 


ane 
Alas l' cried he, I have already made 

that propoſal, but Mr Harrel will not go 

without her, though his whole behaviour is 

15 totally altered, that I fear to truſt her wal 
im. 92 8 N 

„ Who is there, en an has more 
weight with him!“ ſald Cecilia; „ thall we 


fend for Sir Robert Hoyer to ſecond our re- 


queſt ! * | 


To this Mr Arnott affented, for forgetting m 


bis apprehenſion of lofing his Elter, the pain 
Ke ſhould ſuffer from the interference of his 
zival. 

| The Baronet preſentiy arrived, and Cecilia 

not chufing to apply to him herſelf, left him 


with Mr Arnott, and waited for intelligence 


in the Hibrary. 


In about an hour after, Mrs Harrel ran 


into the room, her tears dried up, and out of 
breath with joy, and called out, My 
deareſt friend, my fate is now all in your 
hands, and I am fure you will not refuſe to 


make me 8 N 
„ What is it I can av for you? cried Ce. 


cika, dreading ſome impracticable propoſal; 
Alx me not 1 beſeech Tons what [ cannot 


perfor m!“ 


> No, no, u rdtel he; what I aſk. 


Teguites nothing but good nature. Sir Ro- 
bert *Floyer has been begging Mr Harrel to 
leave me behind; and he has promiſed to 
comply, upon condition you will haſten your 
| 8 and take me into your own houſe.“ 


My 
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= « My marriage! oried the aſtoniſhed Ce- 
Flere they were joined by Mr Harrel him- 

ſelf, who repeated the ſame offer. 
Tou both amaze and ſhock me!“ cried 
Cons what is it you mean, and OY do 
you talk to me ſo wildly !*? 

„ Miss Beverley, pr Mr Harrel, 6 it 
is high time now to give up this reſerve, and 
trifle no longer with a gentleman ſo unex- 
ceptionable as Sir Robert Floyer. The whole 
town has long acknowledged him as your 
_ huſband, a you are every where regarded 

as his bride 3 2 little frankneſs, therefore, in 
agacceptiog him, will not only bind him to 
BF pou for ever, but do credit to the generality 
| of your character.” 

At that moment Sir Robert himſelf burſt 
into the room, and ſeizing one of her hands, 
While both of them were uplifted in mute 
amazement, he preſſed it to his lips, pouretl 

forth a volley of e liments as he had 
never before prevailed with 
and confidently entreated her. to complete 
his long- attended happineſs, without the 
cruelty of further delay. 

Cecilia, almoſt petrified by che exceſs gf 
Ber ſunpriſe, at an attact ſo. violent, ſo bold, 
and apparently ſo ſanguine, was for ſome 
time ſcarce able to ſpeak or to defend henlelf; 
but when Sir Robert, preſuming on her 

en ſaid ſhe had made * 

A5 


himſelf to utter, 


„ 


of men, ſhe indignantly drew back her hand, 
and with a look of diſpleaſure that required 
little explanation, would have walked out 
of the room; when Mr Harrel, in a tone of 
bitterneſs and diſappointment, called out, 
Is this lady-like tyranny then never to 
end?” And Sir Robert, impatiently follow- 
ing her, ſaid, And is my ſuſpence to endure 
for ever? After ſo _ months attend. 
ance—“ bk 
e This, indeed, is 5 fomiething too maths ” 
Taid Cecilia, turning back: You have been 
kept, Sir, in no ſuſpence; the whole tenor 
of my conduct has uniformly declared the 
ſame diſapprobation I at preſent avow, and 
which my letter, at leaſt, muſt have mon be- 
Fong, all doubt.” 
« Harrel! 3ſt exclaimed Sir Robert, 66 did 
not you tell me 
*  < Pho, pho,” cried Hand: cc what 48 
fies calling upon me? I never ſaw in Miſs 
Beverley any diſapprobation beyond what it 
is cuſtomary for young ladies of a ſentimen- 
tal turn to ſhew; and every body knows that 
where a gentleman | is allowed to pay his de- 
voirs for any length of time, no lady: intends | 
to uſe him very ſeverely.”  - 8 
And can you, Mr Harrel,” — 5 . 
Ba, after ſuch converſations as have paſſed 
between us, perſevere in this wilful miſap- 
ehenfion ? But it is in vain to debate 


| where all * is 3 or to 
| make 
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make any proteſtations where even rejection 


is received as a favour.” 
And then, with an air of diſdain, ſhe in- 


ſiſted upon paſſing them, and went to her 


OWN room. 
Mrs Harrel, 1 ſtill followed, and 


F clinging round her, ſtill e her pity 


and compliance. 
% What infatuation is this!” cried Ceci- 


lia; < is it poſſible that you, too, can ſup- 
poſe I ever mean to accept Sir Robert?“ 


To be ſure I do,” anſwered ſhe; for 


Mr Harrel has told me a thouſand times, 
that however you played the prude, you 
would be his at laſt.” 

Cecilia, though doubly irritated againſt 
Mr Harrel, was now appeaſed with his lady, 
whoſe ſtake. however ill founded, offered 


an excule for her behaviour: but ſhe aſſured 


her in the ſtrongeſt terms, that her repug · 
nance to the Baronet was unalterable, yet 
told her ſhe might claim from her every good 
office that was not wholly unreaſonable. 
_ Theſe were words of 1lender comfort to 
Mrs Harrel, who well knew that her withes 
and reaſon had but little affinity, and ſhe 
| fo0ns therefore, left the room. 


Cecilia then reſolved to go 2 to 


Mrs. Delvile, acquaint her with the neceſſity 
of her removal, and make her deciſion whi- 


ther, according to the manner in which her 
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She ſent, therefore, to order a chair, and 


Was already in the hall, when ſhe Was ſtopt 


by the entrance of Mr Monckton, who, ad- 
drefling her with a look of haſte and earneſt. 
nefs, faid, I will not aſk whither you are 


going fo early, or upon what errand, for I 


muſt beg a moment” 8 * be your bu- 


ſineſs what it may.“ 


Cecilia then accompanied Ma! to the de- 


ſerted breakfait-room, which none but the 


ſervants had this morning entered; and there, 


graſping her hand, he ſaid, © Mils Beverley, 
you mult fly this houſe directly! it is the 
region of diſorder and licentiouſneſs, and 


| unfit to contain you.” 


She aſſured him ſhe was that moment MI 


paring to quit it, but begged he would ex- 


3 Himfelf. 
'<« Thave taken care,“ he ueſwered, «for 


ſole time paſt, tobe well informed of all the 
proceedings of Mr Harrel; and the intelli- 


gence I ꝓrocured this morning is of the moſt 
alarming nature. I find he ſpent the night 
before the laſt entirely at a gaming table, 


where, intoxicated by a run of good tuck, he 


paſſed the whole of the next day in rioting 


with his profligate mtimates ; and laſt night, 
returning again to his favourite amuſement, 
he not only loft all he had gained, but much 


more than he could pay. Doubt not, there- 


fore, but you will be called upon to aſſiſt 


bim: he ſtill conſiders you as his reſource in 
times 
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times oof danger, and while he knows vou are 
under his roof, he will always believe himſelf 


ſecure ? - 


er thing Adee culling? aid Os 
cilia, more ſhocked than ſurprifed at this ac- 
count, ** to make it neceflary I ſhould quit 
his houſe: yet I do not think he has at pre- 
ſent any further expectations from me, as he 
came into the room this morning not merely 


without ſpeaking to me, but behaved with a 
brutality to Mrs Harrel that he muſt be cer- 
tain would give me diſguſt. It ſhewed me, 
indeed, a new part of his character; for ill as 
 Thave long thought of him, I did not ſuſpect 


he could e of ſuch unmanlycruelty.“ 
The character of a gameſter, ſaid Mr 


Monckton, (depends ſolely upon his luck; 
his diſpoſition varies with every throw of the 


dice; and he is airy, gay and good-humour- 


ed, or ſour, moròſe and ſavage, neither from 
nature nor from principle, but "Ry 4. | 


the caprice of chance.” 
Cecilia then related to him the ſcene in 
which the had puſt been engaged with Sir 


| Robert Foyer. 


n Rane 941 is a widnewvie I have 
: but Mr Harrel, 
is by no means 


though artful and ſelfih, 


deep. "The plan he had formed would have 
ſucceeded with ſome women, and he there. 
fore concluded it would withall. So many of 


_ ſex have * — by SOR, 


and 
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and ſomany have been conquered byboldneſs, 
that he ſuppoſed when he united two ſuch 
powerfulbeſtegers in theperſon of a Baronet, 
he ſhould vanquitſh all obſtacles. By aſſuring 
you that the world thought the marriage al- 
ready ſettled, he hoped to ſurpriſe you into 
believing there was no help for it, and by the 
ſuddeneſs and vehemence of the attack, to 
frighten and hurry you into compliance. His 
_ own wife, he knew, might have been ma- 
naged thus with eaſe, and fo,probably, might 
his ſiſter, and his mother, and his couſin; 
for in love matters, or what are ſo called, 
women in general are readily duped. He 
diſcerned not the ſuperiority of your under- 
ſtanding to tricks ſolhallow andimpertinent, 
nor the firmneſs of your mind in maintaining 
its own independence. No doubt but he was 
amply to have been rewarded for his aſſiſt- 
ance; and probably had you this morning 
been propitious, the Baronet in return wasto 
have cleared him from his preſent difficulty.“ 
C Even in my own mind,“ ſaid Cecilia, 
e can no longer defend him; for he could 
never have been ſo eager to promote the in- 
tereſt of Sir Robert, in the preſent terrible 
ſituation of his own affairs, had he not been 
ſtimulated by ſome ſecret motives. His 
ſchemes and his artifices, however, will now 
be utterly loſt upon me, ſince your warning 
and advice, aided by my own ſuffering expe- 
rience of the inutility of all I can do for way 


enn 15 
will effectually guard me c from all his e 
attempts.“ 


eit 6 eee upon vin 2 aid 7 


Mr Monckton, © ſince-you have no.know- 
ledge of the many tricks and inventions by 
which you may be plundered. Perhaps he 


may beg permiſſion to reſide. in your houſein 


Suffolk, or deſire an annuity for his wife, or 
chuſe to receive your firſt rents when you 
come of age ; and whatever he may fix upon, 
his dagger and his bowl will not fail to pro- 


cure him. A heart ſo liberal as yours can 


oy be guarded by flight. You were going, 
ou ſaid, when I came—and whither-?” 
bo Toto St James's ſquare,” anſwered 
ſhe, with a deep bluſh. 
«©. Indeed!—is young Delvile, then, going 
abroad?“ 
LAbroad ?-no,—l believe not.” 7 


« Nay, I only imagined. it from your 


china to reſide in his houſe.“ 
& do not chuſe it, cried Cecilia, with 
quickneſs; but is not any thing preferable 
to dwelling with Mr Briggs?“ 

« Certainly,” ſaid Mr Monckton coolly; 
« nor ſhould I have ſuppoſed he had any 
chance with you, had [not hitherto obſeryed 
that your convenience has always been ſacri- 
ficed to your ſenſe of propriety.” 

Cecilia, touched by praiſe ſo full of cen- 


ſure, and earneſt to vindicate her delicacy, 
4 ter an * lrußsle, * Mr Monck. 
ton 
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ton was too ſubtle to interrupt, proteſted ſhe 
would go inſtantly to Mr Briggs, and fee if 


it were poflible to be ſettled in his houſe, be- 
fore ſhe made any attempt to fix herſelf elſe. 
Where. | 
* And when! ” faid Mr Monckton. ; 
*« don't know, anſwered ſhe, with ſome 
heſitation, “perhaps this afternoon.” 
Why not this morning ?”” 


1 can go out nowhere this W ; ; 1 85 


mul ſtay with Mrs Harrel.““ 

Tou thought otherwiſe when I came ; $ 

u were then content to leave her.” 
Cecilia's alacrity, however, for changing 
her abode, was now at an end, and ſhe would 
fain have been left quietly to re- conſider her 
plans: but Mr Monckton urged ſo ſtrongly 
the danger of her lengtheneditay in the houſe 
of fo deſigning a man as Mr Harrel, that he 


prevailed with her to quit it without delay, 


and had himſelf the Gtisfaction of banding: 
her to her chair. "A 
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R Briggs was at home, and Cecilia 
inſtancly and briefly informed him that 
it was inconvenient for her tolive anylonger 
at Mr Harrel's, and that if the could be ac- 
commodated at his houſe, ſhe ſhould be ad 
to reſide with him during the reſt of her mi- 
nority. 

« Shall, ſhall,“ cried he, extremely hs 
ſed, take you with all my xy War- 
rant maſter Harrel's W 21 penny of 
you. Not a bit the better for i doc 1 ſo 

= fine; many a 5 in a gold lace hat.“ 
= Cecilia begged to know what apartments 
hoe could ſpare for her. 
Take you up ſtairs,” cried hez ſhew | 
you a place for a queen.“ 
lle then led her up ſtairs, and took her to 
a room entirely dark, and fo cloſe for wantuf 
air, that ſhe could hardly breathe in it. She 
retreated: to the landing-place till he had 
opened the ſhutters, and then ſaw an apart- 
ment the moſt forlorn the had ever beheld, 
containing no other furniture than a ragge ed 
ftuffbed,two worn-out ruſh-bottomed chairs, 
an old wooden box, and a bit of broken "which 
which 
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0e 


me out of houſe and home.“ 


which was faſtened to the wall by two bent 


nails. 
Jen here, my. little chick,” cried he, 


every thing ready! and a box for your 


imcracks into the bargain.” 
« You don't mean this place for we, Sir!“ 
cried Cecilia, ſtaring. 


Do, do,“ cried he; a deal nicer by 


and by. Only wants a little furbiſhing: ſoon 
put to rights. Never ſweep a room out of 


uſe ; only wears out brooms for nothing.” 
„ But, Sir, can I not have an apartment 


on the firſt Aan 17 


& No, no, OS elſe to do with it; 5 
e 


belongs to the club; ſecrets in all things! 


Make this do well enough. Come again next 
week; wear quite a new face. Nothing 


wanting but a table; ; poor you up one at a 
broker s.. 
„ But I am obli ed, Sir, to leave Mr 


| Harrel's houſe dire y. be 

Well, well, make ſhift without a table 
at firſt; no great matter if you ha'n't one at 
all, nothing particular to do with it. Want 


another blanket, though. Know where to 
get one; a very good broker hard by. Un- 
derſtaadl how to deal with him! A cloſe dog, 


but warm.“ 


12 —1 have alſo two ſervants, Bin,” "IP Ce- 


& Won't have em Sha'n't e Eat 


ee 


— 
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ec Whatever they eat, Sir, anſwered ſhe, 
ce will be wholly at my expence, as will every 
thing elſe that belongs to them. 
Better get rid of them: hate ſervants; 
au a pack of rogues; think of n but 
ſtuffing and guttling. “ 
l ben opening another door, «See here,” 


Z | he cried, ** my own room juſt by; ſnug as 


a church ! ET, „ 
Cecilia, following! him into it, loſt a great 
part of her ſurpriſe at the praiſe he had la- 
viſhed upon that which he deſtined for her- 
ſelf, by perceiving that hisown was yet more 
ſcantily furniſhed, having nothing in it but a 
miſerable bed without any curtains, and a 
large cheſt, Which, while it contained his 
clothes, fufficed both for table and chair. - 
What are doing here?” cried he angrily, 
to a maid who was making the bed; can't 
you take more care? beat out all the fea- 
thers; ſee ! two on the ground; nothing but 
waſte and extravagance : never mind how 
ſoon a man's ruined. Come to want, you 
llut, ſee that, come to want!“ 

] can never want more than I do here,” 

ſaid the girl, . ſo that's one comfort.? 
Cecilia now began to repent ſhe lad made 
known the purport of her viſit, for ſhe found 
it would be utterly impoſſible to accommo- 
date either her mind or her perſon to a reſi- 
dence ſuch as was here to be obtained: and 
the only wiſhed Mr Monckton had been pre- 
ſent, 
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tent, that he might himſelf be convinced of 
the impracticabihty of his ſcheme. Her 
whole buſineſs, therefore, now, was to re- 
tract her offer, and eſcape from the houſe. 
+63 Tec, Sir,” ſaid the, when he turned 
from his ſervant, that I cannot be received 
| here without inconvenience, and therefore I 
1 be make. tome new W NH in gy 
3 plan. 
* „ No, no,” cried ke <« like to hens you, 
tis but fair, all in our turn; won't be 
chouſed ; Maſter Harrel's had his ſhare. 
Sorry could not Fon fn you that {ſweet-heart ! 
would not bite; toon find out another; ne- 
e 
| But thereare ſo many things with which 
41 I cannot poſſibly difpenſe,” ſaid Cecilia, 
E that I am certain my removing hither | 
| would occaſion you far more trouble chan | 
i you at preſent foreſee.” RN ; 
No, no; get all in order ſoon : 8⁰ 
1 about myſelf; know how to bid; underſtand 
trap; always go ſhabby; no making a bar- 
gain in a good coat. Look ſharp at the 
5 ods; ſay they won't do; come away; ſend 
1 omebody elſe for em. Never go twice my- 
[| ſelf; nothing got cheap if one ſeems to have 
IS A hankering.” A 
*I & But 1 am fure it is not poſſible? faid 
Cecilia, hurrying down ftairs, “that my 
room, and one for each of my ſerxants, 


2 Jer mould be ready in time.“ : 2 
{ en Os 1 
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« Yes, yes, cried he, following her, 
ready in a trice. Make a little ſhift at firſt; 
double the blanket till we get another; lie 
X with the maid a night or two ; never ſtand 
for a trifle.” - "= PRs 
And, when ſhe was ſeated in her chair, the 
XX whole time diſclaiming her intention of re- 
turning, he only pinched her cheek with a 
IT facetious imirk, and ſaid, ** By, by, little 
duck; come again foon. Warrant PII have 
the room ready. Sha'n't half know it again; 
| make it as {mart as a carrot.” EO, 
And then ſhe left the houſe ; fully ſatisfied 
that no ane could blame her refuſing to in- 
habit it, and much leſs chagrined than ſhe 
was willing to ſuppoſe herſelf, in finding ſhe 
had now no reſource. but in the Delviles. 
Yet, in her {ſerious reflections, ſhe could 
not but think herfelf ſtrangely unfortunate 
that the guardian with whom alone it ſeemed 
proper for her to refide,ſhould by parſimony, 
vulgarity, and meanneſs, render riches con- 
temptible, proſperity unavailing, and œco- 
nomy odious : and that the Goes of her 
uncle ſhould thus unhappily have fallen upon 
the loweſt and moſt wretched of miſers, in a 
city abounding with opulence, hoſpitality, 
and ſpleadour, and of which the principal in- 
W habitants, long eminent for their wealth and 
their probity, were now almoſt univerſally - 
muss in elegance and liberality. 
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Sos Duero 


Sichen next progres ltere was 


to St James's-{quare, whither ſhe went 
in the utmoſt anxiety, from her uncertaint 


of the reception with which her propoſa 


would meet. 

The ſervants informed her that Mr and 
Mrs Delvile were at breakfaſt, and that the 
Dukeof Derwent and his two daughters were 


with them. | 
| "Before ſuch witneſſes to relate the reaſons | 


of her leaving the Harrels was impoſſible; 
and from ſuch a party to ſend for Mrs Del- 


vile, would, by her ſtately guardian, be 
deemed an indecorum unpardohable. She 


was obliged, therefore, to return to Portman- 


ſquare, in order to open her cauſe in a letter 
to Mrs Delvile. _ 


Mr Arnott, flying inſtantly tb meet ks, 


called out *O madatn, what alarm has your 
abſence occaſioned! My fiſter believed ſhe 
ſhould ſee you no more, Mr Harrel feared a 


premature diſcovery of his purpoſed retreat, 


Ind we have all been Wav the cruelleſt ap- 


prehenſions leſt you meant not to come 


back,” 
& I am 


Gaia ˙ oa ad 2 ab 0 4 


I am a eke n not with you before 1 
went out,“ ſaid Cecilia, accompanying him 
to the liberary, © but I thought you were 
all too much occupied to miſs, me. I have 
been, indeed, preparing for a removal, but I 
meant not to leave your ſiſter without bid- 
ding her adieu, nor, indeed, to quit any part 
of the family with ſo little res. t Is Mr 
XX Harrel fill firm to his laſt plan ?“ i 
„! fear ſo! I have tried what is poſſible 
to diſſuade him, and my poor ſiſter has wept 

without ceaſing. Indeed, if ſhe will take no 

conſolation; I believe L {ſhall do what fhe 
pleaſes, for I cannot bear the age of her in 
ſuch diſtreſs.“ 

% You are too enedous, and too good!” 
ſaid Cecilia, and I know not how, while 
flying from danger myſelf, to forbear _—_ 
ſelling you to avoid it alſo. 

„ Ah, madam !” cried he, the en 
danger for me is what! have now no Power 
to run from! 

Cecilia, though ſhe could not but under- 
unit him, felt not the leſs his friend for 
knowing him the humbleſt of her admirers; 
and as ſhe ſaw the threatning ruin to which 
his too great tenderneſs expoſed him, ſhe 
kindly ſaid, Mr Arnott, I will ſpeak to 
you without reſerve. It is not difficult to ſee 
that the deſtruction which awaits Mr Harrel, 

. is ready alſo to enſnare his brother-in-law : 
but let not that blindneſs tothe future which 


* Led we 


conne xions are broken, and his way oft living 


fer ve, therefore, your 3 till it may in- 


Arnott, in an accent of furpride and delight, 
may become of ne and that my fharing 


that Mis eee 


„ 4241 


we Have ſo often lamentedifor him, hereafter 


be lamented for yourſelſ. ill his prefent 


is changed, nothing can be done for him, 
and whatever yow were to advance, weld 
merely be funk at the table. Re- 


-deed be of ſervice to him, for believe me, at 


preſent, Has mind is as much injured as his 
fortune.“ 


«. And 1 in poſſible, madam,” Aid Mr 


that you can. gn to be intereſted in what 
or 
eſcaping the ruin of this houſe is not wholly 


. to yo? 


not, anſwered Celia ; A 


the prather of my earlieſt friend, can never 1 
be inſenſible to your welfare. I 
Ah madam!” cried he, t ag dar bro- 
ther . On that there were 07 other 
tie! 


„Think a little,” ſaid Cecilia, preparing 


to quit the room, of what 1 have men- 
tioned, and, for your ſiſter's ſake, be firm 
now, if you would be kind habe? 


«I will be any and every thing, ciedhe, 


ration, 


Cecilia, fearful of any miſi 


_ came back, and gravely faid, * No, 
Sir, be ruled only by your own judgement : a 
or, thould my advice Hari any FOO with 


you 


Li os tio: 4 
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you, remember it is given from the moſt diſ- 
intereſted motives, and with no other view 
than that of ſecuring Jour power to be of | 
XX ſervice to your iſter.” 

Por that ſiſter's ſake, then, have the 
Hh goodneſs to hear my ſituation, and honour 
me with further directions.“ 
ou will make me fear to fea ald 
IX Cecilia, © if you give ſo much conſequence 
to my opinion. I have ſeen, however, no- 
thing in your conduct I have ever wiſhed 
changed, except too little attention to your 
15 own intereſt and affairs.“ 4 
= < Ah!” cried he, with what rapture 
# ſhould I hear thoſe words, could I but ima- 


ine 


2 & Come, come,” faid Cecilia, ſmiling, 
no digreſſion! You called me back to 
talk of your ſiſter; if you change your fub- 
ject, perhaps you may loſe your auditor.” 
e would not, madam, for the world en- 
croach upon your goodneſs ; the favour'I 
| have found has indeed always exceeded my 
expectations, as it has always ſurpaſſed my 
deſert: yet has it never blinded me to m- 
| own unworthineſs. Do not, then, fear to 
indulge me with your converſation; I ſhall 
draw from it no inference but of pity, and 
though pity from Miſs Beverley is the ſweet- 
| eſt balm to my heart, it ſhall never ſeduce me 
to the encouragement of higher hopes.“ 


Cecilia had long had reaſon to expect ſuck 
Vol. III. 1 
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a declaration, yet ſhe heard it with unaffected 
concern, and looking at him with the utmoſt 
gentleneſs, ſaid Mr Arnot, your regard 
does me honour, and, were it ſomewhat more | | 
rational, would give me pleaſure; take, then, 3 | 
from it what is more than I with or merit, 
and, while you preſerve the reſt, be aſſured 
lis will be faithfully returned.“ 
„ Your rejection is ſo mild, cried he, 1 
. that 1, who had no hope of —— 4 1 ; 
find relief in having at laſt told my ſuffer. 4 = 
ings. Could I but continue to ſee you every 
1275 and to be bleſt with your converſation, | 1 F 
I think I ſhould be happy, and 1 am ſure 14 
_ ſhould be grateful,” F 
„ You are already,” anſwered ſhe, ſha- I 
king her head, and moving towards the 
door, infringing the ane een 
our friendſhip is to be founded.” q 
Do not go, madam,” he cried, © till 14 
have done what you have juſt promiſed to 
permit, acquainted you with my fitvation, # 
and been honoured with your advice. I muſt | 
own to you, then, that 5000 J. which I had | 
in the ſtocks, as well as a conſiderable fum in 
a banker's hands, I have parted with, as 1 8 
now find for ever: but I have no heart for WF ©! 
refuſal, nor would my ſiſter at this moment u 
be thus diſtreſſed, but that I have nothing as 
more to give without I cut down my trees, 4 Zo 
or {ell ſome farm, ſince all I was worth, ex- © 
"Pe my landed property, is Uready gone. 
What, WW + 
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4 : „ 27 
What, therefore, I can now do to fave Mr 
Harrel from this deſperate expedition I know - 
not. > - oy. 4 

LI am ſorry,” ſaid Cecilia, to ſpeak 
XX with ſeverity of one ſo nearly connected with 
Fou, yet, ſuffer me to aſk, why i nd he be 
I ere he can 


threatened with every evil that is nowarrived? 
have we not both warned him, and have not 
the clamours of his creditors aſſailed him ? 

= yet what has been the conſequence ? he has 
not ſubmitted to the ſmalleſt change in his 
way of life, he has not denied himſelf a ſingle 

indulgence, nor ſpared any expence, nor 
thought of any reformation. Luxury has 
followed luxury, and he has only grown 
fonder of extravagance, as extravagance has 


become more dangerous. Till the preſent 
= ſtorm, therefore, blews over, leave him to 
His fate, and when a calm ſacceeds, I will 
myſelf, for the ſake of Priſcilla, aid you to 
1 WW fave what is poſſible of the wreck.“ 
| % All you ſay, madam, is as wiſe as it is 
good, and now I am acquainted with your 
opinion, I will wholly new-model myſelf 
t uponit, and grow as ſteady againſt all attacks 
as hitherto I have been yielding.” 


- Cecilia was then retiring; but again de- 
| taining her, he ſaid, © You ſpoke, madam, 
of a removal, and indeed it is high time you 
ſhould quit this my ; yet I hope you intend 
x 4 B 2 not 


- 


%? 
not to go till to morrow, as Mr Harrel has 
declared your ee him ſooner will be his 


2 


deſtruction.“ 
„ Heaven forbid,” ſaid Cecilia, ce for I 


mean to be gone with all the ſpeed in wy 


power.” 5 
« Mr Harrel,” anſwered hs. 60 did not 


explain himſelf; but I believe he apprehends 


your deſerting his houſe at this critical time, 
will raiſe a ſuſpicion of his own deſign of go- 


ing abroad, and make his creditors interfere 


to prevent him.“ 
& To what a wretched ſlate,” cried Ceci. 


| la, % has he reduced himſelf! I will not 
however, be the voluntary inſtrument of his 


diſgrace; and af you think my ſtay is ſo ma- 


terial to his ſecurity, I will contitue here til 


to-morrow morning.? 
Mr Arnott almoſt wept his thanks how this 


conceflion, and Cecilia, happy in making it 
to him inſtead of Mr Harrel, then went to 
her own room, and wrote chef 1 let- 
ter to Mrs Delville. . | 


To the Hon. Mrs DzzviLs, St James g= 
Square. 


e een June 12. 


I AM willing t to o hope you have been rather | ; 
ſurpriſed that I have not ſooner availed my- WM 
: Felt of the permiſſion with which you yeſter- W 


2 
1 


day | 


CE GHL LAS oF. 


day honoured me of ſpending this whole day 


with you, but, unfortunately for myſelf, 1 
am preven ted waiting upon you even for any 


bart of it. Do not, however, think me now 
| ungrateful if I ſtay away, nor to-morrow im- 
| pertinent, if I venture to enquire whether 
| that apartment which you had once the good- 
neſs to appropriate to my uſe, may then again 


be ſpared for me! The accidents” which 
XX have prompted this ſtrange requeſt will, 1 


truſt, be ſufficient apology. for the liberty I 


take in making it, when I have the honour 


to ſee you, and acquaint you what they are. 


E am with the utmoſt reſpect, FI 
Dear Madam, = 


your moſt obedient, _ 
humble ſervant, 
/ /CECILIA BEVERLEY-» 


Shewouid not have been thus conciſe, had 
not the caution of Mr Arnott made-her fear, 
in the preſent perilous fituation of affairs, to 
truſt the ſecret of Mr Harrel to paper. 


1 The following anſwer was returned her from 
0 Mrs Delvile. 


To Miſs BEVERLEVY, Portman-ſquare. 


THE accidents you mention, are not, I 


Hope, of a very ſerious nature, ſince I ſhall 


ind difficulty inſurmountable in trying to 


. lament 


—— 
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lament them, if they are productive of a 


under the roof of Mrs Delvile, ſhe muſt ne- 
ceſſarily be happy, let the engagements or 
behaviour of her ſon be what they might. 


to her lady, whom the feared was going into 


| moſt difficulty ſhe could fob out the cauſe of 


. 


lengthened viſit from my dear Miſs Beverley 


to her | „„ 
Faithful humble ſervant, 
b Abus rA DE LVILE.. 
Cecilia, charmed with this note, could 
now no longer forbear looking forward to 
brighter proſpects, flattering herſelf that once 


g * 
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A GaMESTER's Conscitn ©} ay 
"ROM this ſoothing proſpect, Cecilia WAS. 
preſently diſturbed by Mrs Harrel's 
maid, who came to entreat ſhe would haſten. 


fits; | 

Cecilia fleœ to her immediately, and found 
her in the moſt violent affliction. She uſed 
every kind effort in her power to quiet and 
conſole her, but it was not without the ut- 


this. 


. 


» - 
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tnis freſh ſorrow, which indeed was not 
X trifling. Mr Harrel, ſhe faid, had told her 
he could not poſſibly raiſe money even for his 
travelling expences, without riſking a diſco- 
very of his project, and being ſeized by his 
creditors: he had therefore charged her, 
thrbugli her brother or her friend, to procure 
for him 3000ol. as leſs would not ſuffice to 
maintain them while abroad, and he knew 
no method by which he could have any re- 
mittances without danger. And, when ſhe 
VT heſitated in her compliance, he furiouſly ac- 
cuſed her of having brought on all this di- 
FE ftreſs by her negligence and want of manage- 
ment, and declared that if ſhe did not get the 


money, ſhe would only be ſerved as ſhe me- 


rited by ſtarving in a foreign gaol, which 


he ſwore would be the fate of them both. 
The horror and indignation with which 


Cecilia heard this account were unſpeakable. 


She ſaw evidently that ſhe was again to be 


played upon by terror and diſtreſs, and the 
cautions and opinions of Mr Monckton no 


longer appeared overſtrained; one year's in. 
come was already deminded, the annuity and 


the country houſe might next be required; 


ſhe rejoiced; however, that thus wiſely fore- 


warned, the'was not liable to ſurpriſe, and 
ſhe determined, be their entreaties or repre- 


ſentations what they might, tobe immovably 


ſteady in her purpoſe of leaving them the 


next morning. 


Yet ſhe could not but grieve at ſuffering 
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might ariſe from 


32 . e . 


the whole burthen of this clamorous jmpoſi- 
tion to fall upon the ſoft-hearted Mr Arnott, 


whole inability to reſiſt ſolicitation made him 


ſo unequal to ſuſtainingits weight: but when 


Mrs Harrel was again able to go on with her 
account, ſhe heard, to her infinite ſurpriſe, 


that all application to-herbrother had proved 
fruitleſs. © He will not hear me,” .conti- 


nued Mrs Harrel, and he never was deaf 


to me before! ' ſo now I have loſt my only 
and laſt reſource, my brother himſelf gives 
me up, and there is no one elſe upon earth 
who will aſſt me !”? 

With pleafure, with 8 with 


joy, cried Cecilia © ſhould you find aſſiſt- 


ance from me, were it to you alone it were 
given; but to ſupply fuel for the very fire 
that is confuming you—no, no, my whole 
heart is hardened againſt gaming and game- 


ſers, and neither now or ever will I ſuffer: 


any conſideration to ſoften me in their fa- 
vour.“ 


Mrs. Harrel only anſwered by tears and 


lamentations ; and Cecilia, whoſe juſtice ſhut 


not out compaſſion, having now declared her 
urpoſed firmneſs, again attempted to ſooth 


er, entreating her not to give way to ſuch 
1immoderate grief, ſince better proſpects 


her, and a ſhort time ent! in ſolitude and 
cxconomy, might enable her to return to her 


native land with recovered happineſs. . 


e very gloom now before 
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Nes T ſhall never return!“ cried ſhe, 
weeping, I ſhall die, I ſhall break my 
heart before I have been baniſhed a month! 
Oh Miſs Beverley, how happy are you! able 


| © to ſtay where you pleaſe, —rich,—rolling in 


wealth which you do not want—ot. which 
had we but one year's income only, all this 
miſery would be over, and we might ſtay in 
our dear, dear country! 

Cecilia, truck by a hint that ſo nearly bor- 
dered upon reproach, and offended by ſceing 
the impoſſibility of ever doing enough, while 
any thing remained to be done, forbore not 
without difficulty enquiring what next was 
expected from her, and whether any part of 
3 fortune might be guarded, without giv- 

room for ſome cenſure! but the deep 

Miction of Mrs Harrel ſoon removed her 
reſentment; and ſcarcely thinking her, while 
in a ſtate of ſuch wretchedneſs, anſwerable 
for what ſhe ſaid, after a little recollection, 
ihe mildly replied, As affluence is all m- 
parative, you may at preſent think I have 
more than my ſhare: but the time is only 
this moment paſt, when your own ſituation 
ſeemed as ſubject to the enyy of others as 
mine may be now. My future deſtiny is yet 
_ undetermined, and the occaſion I may have 
for my fortune is unknown to myſelf; but 
whither! poſſeſs it in peace or in turbulence, 
whether it proves to me a bleſſing or an in- 
Jury, ſo long as I can call it my own, I ſhalt 
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always remember with alacrity the claim 
upon that and upon me which early friend- MM 
{hip has ſo juſtly euer, Mrs Harrel. Let 
ermit me, at the ſame time, to add, that I 
do not hold myſelf ſo entirely independent as 
you may probably ſuppoſe me. I have not, 
it is true, any relations to call me to account, 
but reſpect for their memory ſupplies the 
place of their authority, and I cannot, in the 
diſtribution of the fortune which has devolved 
to me, forbear ſometimes conſidering how: 
they would have wiſhed it ſhould be ſpent, 
and always remembering that what was ac- 
# quired by induſtry and labour, ſhould never 
dee dillipated in idleneſs and vanity. Forgive 
| me for thus ſpeaking to the point; you will 
not find me leſs friendly to yourſelf, for this 
frankneſs with reſpect to your lituation.?” 
Tears were again the only anſwer of Mrs 
| Harre]; yet Cecilia, who pitied the weakneſs 
of her mind, ſtayed by her with the moſt pa- 
| tient kindneſs tillthe ſervants announced din- 
ner. She then declared ſhe would not go 
gown ſtairs: but Cecilia fo ſtrongly repre- 
 fented the danger of awakening ſuſpicion in 
the ſervants that ſhe at laſt prevailed with 
her to make her appearance. „ 
Mr Harrel was already in the parlour, and 
enquiring for Mr Arnott, but was told by 
the ſervants he had fent word he had another 
engagement. Sir Robert Floyer-alſo kept 
away, and; for the firſt time ſince her arrival 
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 intown, Ceciliadinedwith noother company 
than the maſter and miſtreſs. of che houſe. 
Mrs. Harrel could eat nothing; Cecilia, 
merely to avoid creating ſurpriſe i in th2 ſer- 
vants, forbore following her example; but 
Mr Harrel eat much as uſual, talked all 
dinner time, was extremely civil to C. cilia, 
and diſcovered not by his manners the leatt 
alteration i in his affairs; 
When the {ſervants were gone, ba defired 
his wife to ſtep for a moment with him into 
the library. They ſoon returned, and then 
Mr Harrel, after walking in a diſordered 
manner about the room, rang the bell, and 
ordered his hat and cane, and as he took 
them, ſaid If this fails and, ſtopping 
mort, without ſpeaking to his. wife, or even 
bowing, to Cecilia, he haſtily went out of ho | 
houſe: . 
Mrs Harrel told Cecilia that he had mere- 
Iy called her to know the event of her two 
titions, and had heard her double failure in 
total filence. Whither he was now gone it 
was not eaſy to conjetture; nor what was the 
new reſource which he ſtill ſeemed to think 
worth trying; but the manner of his quitting 
the houſe, and the threat implied by if this 
fails, contributed not to leſſen the grief of 
Mrs Harrel, and gave to Cecilia herſelf che 
utmoſt alarm. 
I hey continued together till tea · time, the 
n having been ordered to admit no 
386 company. 
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company. Mr Harrel himſelf then returned, 
and returned, to the amazement of Cecilia, 
accompanied by Mr Marriot. 
Hle preſented that young man to both the 
ladies as agentleman whoſe acquaintance and 
friendſhip he was very deſirous to cultivate. 
Mrs Harrel; too much abſorbed in her own 
affairs to care about any other, ſaw his en- 
trance with a momentary ſurpriſe, and then 
thought of it no more: but it was not ſo 
with Cecilia, whoſe better underſtanding led 
her to deeper reflection. 
Even the viſits of Mr Marriot but a fo 
weeks ſince Mr Harrel had prohibited, yet 
he now introduced him into his houſe with 
particular diſtinction; he came back too him- 
ſelf in admirable ſpiri its, enlivened in his 
countenance, and reſtored to his good hu- 
mour. A change ſo extraordinary both in 
conduct and diſpoſition, convinced her that 
ſome change no leſs extraordinary of circum- 
ſtance muſt previouſly have happened: what 
that might be it was not poſlible for her to 
divine, but the leſſons ſhe had received from 
Mr Monckton led her to 1901008 of the 
darkeſt kind. 
Every part of his Ar YEA ſerved Gil 
further ti confirm them; he was civil even 
to exceſs to Mr Marriot; ; he gave orders 
aloud not to be at home to Sir Robert Floyer; 
he made his court to Cecilia with unuſual 
aſſiduity, and he took every method in his 
| power 
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power to procure opportunity to her admirer 
of addreſſing and approaching her. 
= The young man, who ſeemed enamoured 


even to madneſs, could ſcarce refrain not 


merely from proſtration to the object of his 


paſſion, but to Mr Harrel himſelf for per- 
mitting him to ſee her. Cecilia, who not 
without ſome concern perceived a fondneſs 
ſo fruitleſs, and who knew not by what arts 


or with what views Mr Harrel might think 
proper to encourage it, determined to take 


all the means that were in her. own power 
towards giving it immediate control. She 
behaved, therefore, with the utmoſt. reſerve, 
and the moment tea was over, though ear- 
neſtly entreated to remain with them, ſhe re- 
tired to her own room, without making any 
other apology than coldly ſaying ſhe could 


not e 5; | 


In about an hour Mrs Harrel ran up ſtairs 


Oh Miſs Beverley,” ſhe cried, © a little 


reſpite is now. granted me! Mr Harrel ſays 
he ſhall ſtay another day; he ſays, too, one 
fingle thouſand pound would now make him 
2 ne Wan CC 
Cecilia returned no anſwer; ſhe conjec- 
tured ſome new deceit was in agitation to 
raiſe money, and ſhe feared Mr Marriot was 
the next dupe to be played upon. 
Mrs Harrel, therefore, with a look of the 
utmoſt diſappointment, left her, ſaying ſhe 
| l | - would 
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would ſend for her brother, and once more 
try if he had yet any remaining regard for 


ker. 
Cecilia reſted quiet till eleven o'clock, 


-when ſhe was ſummoned to ſupper : ſhe 
found Mr Marriot till the only gueſt, and 
that Mr Arnott made not his appearance. 

She now reſolved to publiſh her reſolution. 
of going the next morning to St James's- 
ſquare. As ſoon, therefore, as the ſervants 
withdrew, ſhe enquired of Mr Harrel if he 
had any commands with Mr or Mrs Delvile, 
as ſheſhould ſee them the next morning, and 
purpoſed to ſpend ſome time with them. 

Mr Harrel, with a look of much alarm, 
aſked if ſhe meant the whole day. 

Many days, ſhe anſwered, and probably 
ſome months: 

Mrs Harrel exclaimed her ſurpriſe aloud, 
and Mr Harrel looked aghaſt ; while his 
new young friend caſt upon him a glance of 
reproach and reſentment, which fully con- 
vinced Cecilia he imagthed he had procured 
himſelf a title to an eaſineſs of intercourſe 
and frequency of meeting whick this intel- 
Kigence deſtroyed. 

Cecilia, thinking, after all that had' paſſed, : 
no other ceremony on her part was neceflary 
but that of ſimply ſpeaking her intention, 
then aroſe and returned to her own room. 

She acquainted her maid that ſhe was go- 


ing to make a viſit to Mrs Delvile, and gawe 
her 


ere 
her directions about packing up her clothes; 


and ſending for a man in the morning to take 


care of her books. 
This employment was ſoon interrupted by: 


the entrance of Mrs Harrel, who deſiring to 


1 ſpeak with her alone, When the maid was 


gone, ſaid OMiſs Beverley, can you eee 


be ſo barbarous as to leave me? 


J entreat you, Mrs Harrel,”” anſwered 
Cecilia, ©* to ſave both yourſelf and me any 
further diſcuſſions. I have delayed this re- 
moval very long, and Ican now wy it no 


Mrs Harrel then flung herſelf upon a chair 
in the bittereſt ſorrow, declaring, the was ut- 
terly undone ;- that Mr Harrel had declared 
he could not ſay even an hour in England if 
ſhe was not in his houſe; that he had already 
had a violent quarrel with Mr Marriot upon 
the ſubject; and that her brother, though ſhe 
had ſent him the moſt earneſt mann 
would not come near her... 

Cecilia, tired of vain attempts to offer 
comfort, now urged the warmeſt expoſtula- 
tions againſt her oppoſition, ſtrongly repre- 
ſenting the real neceſſity of her going abroad, 


and the unpardonnable weaknels o wiſhing 


to continue fuch a life as the-now'led, add- 
ing debt to debt, and RO2rgINg diſtreſs upon 

diſtreſs. 
Mrs Harrel then, though rather. from 
. than conviction, declared ſhe 
would 


40 eee, e, 
would agree to go, if ſhe had not a dread of 
ill uſage; but Mr Harrel, ſhe ſaid, had be- 
haved to her with the utmoſt brutality, call- 
ing her the cauſe of his ruin, and threatening 
that if ſhe procured not this thouſand pound 
before the enſuing evening, ſhe ſhould be 
treated as ſhe deſerved wor Er ere oa 
and folly. 

/2 "08 wh he think, duet, ſaid Gbis With 
the utmoſt indignation, * that I am to be 
frightened through your fears into what 
comphances' he pleaſes ?* 

66 O no,” cried Mrs Harrel, “ no; „ 
expectations are all from my brother. He 
ſurely thought that when I ſupplicated and 
pleaded to him, he would do what I withed; 
for ſo he always did formerly, and ſo once 
again Tam ſure he will do now, could I but 
make him come to me, and tell him how. [ 
am ufed, and tell him that if Mr Harrel 
takes me abroad in this humour, T- verily 
think in his rage he will half murder me.” 

Cecilia, who well knew ſhe was herſelf the 
real cauſe of Mr Arnott's reſiſtance, now 


felt her reſolution waver, internally reproach- 


ing herſelf with the ſufferings of his ſiſter; 
alarmed, however, for her own conſtancy. 
_ the earneſtly beſought Mrs Harrel to go and 
compoſe herſelf for the night, and promiſed 
to deliberate what could be GONE for her be- 
fore morning. 


Mrs Harrel complied; va apc bete her 
OWN 


LY 


3; „% AF. 
XX own reſt more broken than that of Cecilia, 
XZ who, though extremely fatigued with a whole 
XZ night's watching, was ſo perturbed in her 
mind the could not cloſe her eyes. Mrs 
Harrel was her earlieſt, and had once been 
her deareſt friend; ſhe had deprived her by 
her own advice of her cuſtomary refuge in 
her brother; to refuſe, therefore, aſſiſtance, 
to her ſeemed cruelty, though to deny it to 
Mr Harrel was juſtice: ſhe endeavoured, 
therefore, to make a . compromiſe between 
her judgment and compaſſion, by reſolving 
that though ſhe would grant nothing further 
to Mr Harrel while he remained in London, 
ſhe would contribute from time to time both 
to his neceſſities and comfort, when once he 
was eſtabliſhed elſewhere upon ſome plan of 
W prudence and œc ono. 


A PERSECUTION: 
"PHE next morning, by five o'clock, Mrs. 
1 Harrel came into Cecilia's room toknow 
the reſult of her deliberation ; and Cecilia, 
with that graceful readineſs which accompa- 
F 1 9 9 5 nied 


FJ 

nied all her kind offices, inſtantly aſſured her 
the thouſand pound ſhould be her own, if 
ſhe would conſent to ſeek ſome quiet retreat 
and receive it in ſmall ſums, of fifty or one 
hundred pounds at a time, which ſhould be 
carefully tranſmitted, and which, by being 
delivered to herſelf, might ſecure better treat- 
ment from Mr Harrel, and be a motive to 
revive his care and affection. DEG. 

She flew, much delighted, with this pro- 
poſal to her huſband ; but preſently, and 
with a dejected look, returning, ſaid Mr 
Harrel proteſted he could not poſſibly ſet out 
without firſt receiving the money. I ſhall 
go myſelf therefore, ſaid ſhe, to my 
brother after breakfaſt, for he will not, I ſee 
unkind as he is grown, come to me; and if 
I do not ſucceed with him, I believe I ſhall 
never come back! f 55 
To this Cecilia, offended and diſappointed, 

anſwered, I am ſorry for Mr Arnott, but 
for myſelf I have done!“ op 
Mrs Harrel then left her, and ſhe aroſe to 

make immediate preparations forher removal 
to St James's-ſquare, whither, with all the 
ſpeed in her power, ſhe ſent her books, her 
trunks, and all that belonged to her. 
When ſhe was ſummoned down ſtairs, ſhe 
found, for the firſt time, Mr Harrel break- 
\ faſting at the ſame table with his wife: they 
ſeemed mutually out of humour and com- 
fortleſs; nothing hardly was ſpoken, andlit- 

| : | | | tle 
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5 tle ik | ſwallowed : Mr Harrel, howe er, 
was. civil, but his wife was totally ſilent, and 


Cecilia the whole time was planning how to 


take her leave. 


When the tea things were removedy Mr 


1 Harrel ſaid © You have not, I hope, 'Miſs 
Beverley, quite determined upon this ſtrange 
md 


7 


66 Indeed I have, Sir,” the anfwered, © and 


: 1 already I have ſent my clothes.” 


At this information he ſeemed thunder- 


x ry but, after ſomewhat recovering, ſaid 


| with. much bitterneſs, „% Well, madam, at 
leaſt may I requeſt you will ſtay here till the 
evening? 
No, Sir,“ anf wered ſhe coolly, © I am 
going mſtantly.”” | 
% And will you not,“ faid he; with yet 
greater aſperity, © amuſe yourſelf firſt with 
ſeeing bailiffs take poſſeſſion of my houſe, 
and your friend Priſcilla follow me to jail?“ 
Good God, Mr Harrell!“ exclaimed 
Cecilia, with uplifted hands, „is this a 

r is this behaviour 1 have merit- 
ed ! 33 Tap ; 
% no! ctied he . quickneſs, 
* ſhould J once think that way then 
riſing and ſtriking his forchead, he walked: 

about the room. 

Mrs Harrel aroſe too, and weeping: vid- 
N went away. | 
„ Will you at leaſt,” aid Cecilia, when | 
2 


44 CEO L755 


ſhe was gone, © till your affairs are ſettled, 
leave Priſcilla with me ? When I go into my 
own houſe, ſhe ſhall accompany me, and 
mean time Mr Arnott's I am ſure will gadly 
be open to her.” | 

„ No, no,” anſwered he, <* ſhe deſerves 
no ſuch indulgence; ſhe has not any reaſon 


to complain; the has been as neghgent, as 


profuſe, as expenſive as myſelf; ſhe has 


practiſed neither ceconomynor ſelf-denial he 
has neither thought of me nor my affairs, 


nor is the now afflicted at any thing but the 
loſs of that afluence ſhe has done her beſt to- 
wards diminiſhing.“ 

All recrimination,” faid Cecilia, < were 
vain, or what might not Mrs Harrel urge in 
return ! but let us not enlarge upon ſo un- 
. a ſubject, the wiſeſt and the happieſt 
chemenow were mutually and Kindly: to con- 


ſole each other.” 


& Conſolation and rnd 27 * * he 
with abruptneſs, are out of the queſtion. 
I have ordered a poſt chaiſe to be here at 
night, and if till then you will ſtay, I will 
promiſe to releaſe you without further peti- 
tion: if not, eternal deſtruction be my por- 
tion if I Jive to ſee the ſcene which your re- 

moval will occaſion !”? 

* My removal !” cried Cecilia, ſhudder- 
ing, good heaven, and how can my remo- 
val be of ſuch dreadful conſequence ?“ 
Ä Aſk me not,” cried he fiercely, © queſ- 
| tions 


+ 
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tions or reaſons now ; the criſis is at hand, 
and you will ſoon, happen what may, know 


all: mean time, what I have ſaid is a fact, 
and immutable: and you muſt haſten my 


end, or give me a chance for avoiding it, as 


*X you think fit. I ſcarce care at this inſtant 
XX which way you decide: remember, however, 
all I aſk of you is to defer your departure; 
What elſe I have to hope is from Mr Ar- 


nott-: * | 
He then left the room. 


Cecilia now was again a coward ! In vain 


ſhe called to her ſupport the advice, the pro- 


pheſies, the cautions of Mr Monckton, in 
' vain ſhe recollected the impoſitions ſhe 


had already ſeen praiſed, for neither the 
warnings of her counſellor, nor the leſſons of 
her own. experience, were proofs againſt the 
terrors which threats ſo deſperate inſpired : 


and though morethan onceſhe determined to 


fly at all events from a tyranny he had fo lit- 
tle right to uſurp, the mere remembrance of 
the words if you /tay not till night I will not 
live, robbed her of all courage; and however 
long ſhe had prepared herſelf for this very 


attack, when the moment arrived, its power 
over her mind was too ſtrong for reſiſtance. 


While this conflict between fear and reſo- 
lution was ſtill undecided, her ſervant, 


brought her the following letter from Mr 
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46 CECILIA 


To Miſs BEvE RLEY, „ Portman-fquare. 


Madam, PT TIS; June 13th, 1779. 


Deter mined to obeythoſe commands which ; 4 


Jou had the goodneſs to honour me with, 1 
have abſented myſelf from town till Mr 


. ig oro is ſettled ; for though Lam as ſenſible 
of your wiſdom asof your beauty, I find my- WF 
21 too weak to bear the diſtreſs of my un- 
happy ſiſter, and therefore I run from thge 
ſight, not Thall any letter or meſſage follow Wt 
me, unleſs it comes from Miſs Beverley her- 
ſelf, leſt ſhe ſliould in future refuſe the only 
favour 1 dare preſume to ſolicit, that of 
ſometimes deigning to honour with her di. = 


recrons 
The moſt humble | 
and devoted of her ſervants, Y 
J. ARNO Tr. 1 | 


In the midſt ef her apprehenſions 8 her- 3 | 8 
ſelf and her own intereſt, Cecilia could not 
forbear rejoicing that Mr Arnott, at leak, 8 


had eſcaped the preſent ſtorm : yet ſhe was 


certain 15 would fall the more heavily upon; .. 
herſelf, and dreaded the fight of Mrs Har- 

rel after the ſhock which this flight would E 
occaſion. 1 


Her expectations were but too by $ 


fulfilled : Mrs Harrel in a ſhort time after 1 
ruſhed wildly into the room, OY out 


44 My 1 


E 


* My brother is gone! he has left me for 
ever! Oh fave me, Miſs Beverley, fave me 
from abuſe and infult !”? And ſhe wept with 
ſo much violence ſhe could utter nothing 
more. „ 
Cecilia, quite tortured by this perſecution, 
faintiy z{ked what ſhe could do for her? 
EF <. Send,” cried ſhe, © to my brother, and 
beſeech him not to abandon me! ſend to 


him and conjure him to advance this thou- 


ſand pound !—the chaiſe is already ordered, 
Arx Harrel is fixed upon going,—yet he 
| ſays without that money we muſtbothſtarye 
in a ſtrange land.—O ſend to my cruel bro- 
ther! he has left word that nothing muſt fol. 
low him that does not come from you.“ 
„ For the world, then,” cried Cecilia, 
« would I not baftle his diſcretion ! indeed 
| you mult ſubmit to your fate, indeed Mrs 
' Harrel you "muſt endeavour to bear it bet- 
ter, e „„ 
Mrs Harrel, ſhedding a flood of tears, 
declared ſhe would try to follow her advice, 
but again beſought her in the utmodt agony 
to ſend after her brother, proteſting the did 
not think even her life would be fafe in mak- 
ing ſo long a journey with Mr Harrel in his 
preſent ſtate of mind: his character, ſhe ſaid, 
was totally changed, his gaiety, good hu- 
mour and ſprightlineſs were turned into 
roughneſs and moroſeneſs, and, ſince his 
great loſſes at play, he was grown ſo fierce 
. 5 | 5: 
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48 CECILIA 


and furious, that to oppoſe him even in a 
Wl. _ trifle, rendered him quite outrageous in 
- paſſion. 

bl Cecilia, though truly concerned, and al- 

moſt melted, yet refuſed to interfere with 

Mr-Arnott, and even thought it hut juſtice 

to acknowledge ſhe had adviſed his 

And can you have been ſo cruel ?” Mi 
cried Mrs Harrel, with ftill encreaſing vio- 
lence of ſorrow, to rob me of my only 
friend, to deprive me of my brother's affec- 
tion, at the very time I am forced out of the 
kingdom, with a huſband who is ready to 
murder me, and who ſays he hat: the fight 
of me, and all becauſe re cannot get this 
fatal, fatal money O Miſs. Potency how 
could I have thought to have had ſuch an 
office from you ??? _ 
Cecilia was beginning A tion, en 
a meſſage came from Mr Harrel, dchiring't fo 
ſee his wife immediately. 

Mrs Harrel, in great terror, caſt herſelf at 
Cecilia's feet, and clinging to her knees, 
. called out I dare not go to him! I dare 

not go to him! he wants to know my ſuc- 
ceſs, and when he hears my brother is run 

away, I am fure he will kill me — Oh Miſs 
Beverley, how could you ſend him away? i 
how could you beſo inhuman as to IVE, me 

to the rage of Mr Harrel? ? 2 

Cecilia, diſtreſſed and tremblin g herſelf, 1 
| conjured her to riſe Ty be conſoled; 1 a 
S = 
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Mrs Harrel, weak and frightened, could 
only weep and ſupplicate: I don't aſk 


you,” ſhe cried, © to give the money your- 


ſelf, but only to ſend for my brother, that he 
may protect me, and beg Mr Harrel not to 
treat me ſo eruelly, —conſider but what a 
long, long journey I am going to make? 
= conſider how often you uſed to ſay you 
= would love me for ever! conſider you have 
EXE robbed me of the tendereſt brother in the 
XX world !-—Oh Miſs Beverley, ſend for him 
back, or be a ſiſter to me yourſelf, and let 
not your poor Priſcilla leave her native land 
= without help or pity?“ | oh 


Cecilia, wholly overcome, now knelt too, 


and embracing her with tears, ſaid, * Oh, 
&X Priſcilla, plead and reproach no more! what 


you wiſh ſhall be yours, —Iwill ſendfor your 


brother, -I will do what you pleaſe!” . 


% Now you are my friend indeed !” cried 


Mrs Harrel, „let me but /#e my brother, 
and his heart will yield to my diſtreſs, and he 
will ſoften Mr Harrel by giving his unhappy 


fiſter this parting-bounty,” 
Cecilia then took a pen in her hand to 


ag write to Mr Arnott; but ſtruck almoſt in 


30 » ES tA; | 
excellent Mr Arnott, Iwill not ſo unworthily 
betray you!” ff 
« And can you, Miſs Beverley, can you 
at laſt,” cried Mrs Harrel, © be fo barba- 

-Fous as to retract ??? i = | 
„No, my pocr Priſcilla,” anſwered Cect- 
Ha, ** I cannot ſo cruelly diſappoint you; 
my pity ſhall however make no ſufferer but 
myſelf, —I cannot fend for Mr Arnott,— 
from me you mult have the money, and may 
it anſwer the purpoſe for which it is given, 
and reſtore to you the tenderneſs of your 
kvſband, and the peace of your own heart!“ 
Priſcilla, ſcarce waiting to thank her, flew 
with this intelligence to Mr Harrel; who 
with the ſame impetuoſity, ſcarce waiting to 
fay he was glad of it, ran himſelf to bring the 
Jew from whom the money was to be pro- 
cured. Every thing was ſoon ſettled, Cecilia 
had no time for retracting, and repentance 
they had not the delicaey to regard: again, 
therefore, the ſigned her name for paying the 
principal and intereſt of another 1000 J. 
within ten days after ſhe was of age: and 
having taken the money, ſhe accompanied 
Mr and Mrs 'Harrel into another room. 
Preſenting it then with an affecting ſolemnity 
to Mrs 'Harrel, „accept, Priſcilla,” ſhe 8 
cried, this irrefragable mark of the fince- 
rity of my friendſhip: but ſuffer me at the 
fame time to tell you, it is the laſt to ſo con- 

ſiderable an amount J ever mean to offer; *# 


+: "_- 


— 


45. 


e. 8 
recetve it, therefore, with kindneſs, but uſe 
it with diſcretion.” 

She then embraced her, and eager now to 
avoid acknowledgment, as before ſhe had 


together. | 
I be ſoothing -recompenſe of ſuccouring 
Z benevolence, followed not this gift, normade 
EX amends for this loſs-; perplexity and uneaſi- 
neſs, regret, andreſentment, accompanied the 

ZX donation, and reſted upon her mind; ſhe 


XX feared the had done wrong; ſhe was certain 


Mr Monckton would blame her; he knew 
not the perſecution ſhe ſuffered, nor would 
be make any allowance for the threats which 
z [EX alarmed, or theentreaties which melted her. 
> Far ether had been her feelings at the ge- 
neroſity ſhe exerted for the Hills; no doubts 
then tormented her, and no repentance em- 
X bittered her beneficence. Their worth was 
E withoutſuſpicion, and their misfortunes were 
not of their own ſeeking ; the poſt in which 
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=X ſunk was accidental and unavoidable. 
But here, every evil had been wantonly in- 
y curred by vanity and licentioufneſs, and 
e Hameleſsly followed by injuſtice and fraud: 


-- X the diſturbance of her mind only increaſed 


e by reflection, for when the rights of the cre- 
- -ditors with their 3 occurred to her, ſhe 
engquired of herſelf by what title or equity, 

j *£&'3 ſhe 
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been to eſcape importunities, ſhe left them 


7 

e 

. they had been ſtationed they had never de- 
1 ſerted, and the poverty into which they had 
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ſhe had ſo liberally aſſiſted Mr Harrel in 
eluding their claims, and flying the puniſh- 
ment which the law would inflict. 
Startled by this conſideration, ſhe moſt ſe- 
verely reproached herſelf for a compliance of 
which ſhe had ſo lightly weighed the conſe- 
quences,and thoughtwith the utmoſtdiſmay, 
that while ſhe had flattered herſelf ſhe was 
merely indulging the dictates of humanity, 
ſhe might perhaps be accuſed by the world as 
an abettor of guile and injuſtice. _ 
And yet,” ſhe continued, whom can 
I eſſentially have injured but myſelf; would 
his creditors have been benefited by my refu- 
ſal? had I braved the execution of his dread- 
ful threat, and quitted his houſe before I was 
wrought upon to aſſiſt him, would his ſuicide 
have leſſened their loſſes, or ſecured their de- 
mands? even if he had no intention but to 
intimidate me, who will be wronged by my 
| enabling him to go abroad, or who would be 
. better paid were he ſeized andconfined? All 
that remains of his ſhatteredfortune may ſtill 
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joiced and repined at what ſhe had done. 
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5 : be claimed, though I have ſaved him from a : 
lungering impriſonment, deſperate for himſelt 
and his wife, and uſeleſs for thoſe he has 


And thus now, cle by the purity of 
her intentions, and now uneaſy from the rec- 
titude of her principles, ſhe alternately re- 


At dinner Mr Hazrel Was all civility and 3 
% 


* 

ee 53 
good humour. He warmly thanked Cecilia 
for the kindneſs ſhe had ſhewn him, and gaily 
added, Lou ſhould be abſolved from all the 
miſchief you may do for a twelvemonth to 
come, in reward for the preſervation from miſ- 
chief which you have this day affected.“ 


«© The preſervation,” ſaid Cecilia, will 
J hope be for many days. But tell me, Sir, 


exactly, at what time I may acquaint Mrs 


Delvile I ſhall wait upon her?“ 

„ Perhaps, he anſwered, by eight 
o' clock; perhaps by nine; you will not and 
half an hour?“ 

„ Certainly not ;*?* ſhe anſwered, unwil- 
ling by diſputing about a trifle to diminiſh 
his ſatisfaction in her aſſiſtance. She wrote, 
therefore, another note to Mrs Delvile, de- 


firing ſhe would not expect her till near ten 


o'clock, and promiſing to account and apolo- 
gize for theſe ſeemin g caprices when ſhe had 
the honour of ſeeing her. 

The reſt of the afternoon ſhe ſpent wholly 
in exhorting Mrs Harrel to ſhew more for- 
titude, and conjuring her to ſtudy nothing 
while abroad but ceconomy, prudence and 
houſewitery : a leſſon how hard for the 
thoughtleſs and negligent Priſcilla! ſhe heard 
the advice with repugnance, and only an- 
{wered it with helpleſs complaints that ſhe 
knew not how to ſpend leſs money than ſhe 
had always done. 

After tea, Mr Harrel, {till in high ſpi- 
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of knowing how he was employed, when he 
came himſelf into the rom. 

Well, ladies,” he*cried, in a hurrying- 
manner, 6c who 1s for- Vauxhall i 725 


Cecilia, ſtaring, perceived in his face a look 


54 „ LT: A. 
rits, went out, entreating Cecilia to ſtay with 
Priſcilla till bis return, which he promiſed 
thould be early. 

Nine o'clock, however, came, and he did: 
not appear ; Cecilia then grew anxious to 
keep her appointment with Mrs Delvile; 
but ten o'clock alſo came, and ſtill Mr Har- 
rel was abſent. 

She then determined to wait no longer, and 
rang the bell for her ſervant and chair: but 
when Mrs Harrel deſired to be informed the 
moment that Mr Harrel returned, the man 
ſaid he had been come home more than half 
an hour. 

Much ſurpriſed, ſhe enquired where he 
Was. 

“In his own room, madam, and gave or- 
ders not to be diſturbed. 

Cecilia, who was not much pleaſed at this. 


minutes longer; and, fearing ſome new evil, 
ihe was going to ſend him a meſſage, by way 


„ Vauxhall!” repeated Mrs Harrel, while 


of perturbation that extremely alarmed her.. 
& Come, come, he cried, ©* we have no 

time toloſe. A hackney coach will ſerve us; 
we won't wait for our own,” | 
ce Hine 


« Have you then given up going abroad?” 

ſaid Mrs Harrel. 

No, no; where can we go from half ſo 
well? Let us live while we live! I have or- 

dered a chaiſe to be in waiting there. Come, 

let's be gone.“ 

„„ Firſt,” faid Cecilia, let me wiſh you 
both good | Ad 

Will you not go with me?” cried Mrs 
Harrel; how can I go to Vauxhall alone?“ 

Lou are not alone,” anſwered ſhe; but 

if I go, how am I to return!“ 


« She ſhall return with you,“ cried Mr 


Harrel, © if you deſire it; you ſhall return. 
together.” | 

Mrs Harrel, ſtarting up in rapture, 9 

out, Oh Mr Harrel, Will you indeed leave 
me in England?“ 
„ Yes,” anſwered he e « if 
you will make a better friend than you have 
made a wife, and if Miſs Beverley is content 
to take charge of you.“ 

e What can all this. mean?” exclaimed 
Cecilia; “ is it poſſible you can be ſerious? 
Are you really goirg yourſelf, and will you 

ſuffer Mrs Harrel to remain?“ | 

* I am,” he anſwered, © and I will.” 

Then ringing the bell, he ordered a hack- 
ney coach. 

Mrs Harrel was fcarce able to breathe for 
extaſy, nor Cecilia for amazement ; while 
Mr Harrel, attending to neither of them, 
walked for ſometime ſilently about the room. 
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56 A. 
6 But how, cried Cecilia at laſt, can 
I poſſibly go? Mrs Delvile muſt already 
be aſtoniſhed at my delay; and if I diſap- 
Point her again, ſhe will hardly receive me.” 
& O make not any difficulties,” cried Mrs 
Harrel in an agony ; if Mr Harrel will 
let me ſtay, fure you will not be fo cruel as 
to oppoſe him?“ = Phe Sos 
But why,” faid Cecilia, © ſhould either 
of us go to Vauxhall? ſurely that is no place 
for a parting ſo melancholy.” 1 
A ſervant then came in, and ſaid the hack- 
ney coach was at the door. 13 


Mr Harrel, ſtarting at the ſound, called : 


out, Come, what do we wait for? If we 
go not immediately, we may be prevented.“ 
Cecilia then again wiſhed them good night, 
proteſting ſhe could fail Mrs Delvile no 
longer. 35 „ 
Mrs Harrel, half wild at this refuſal, con- 
zjured her in the moſt frantic manner to give 
way, exclaiming, Oh cruel! cruel! to 
deny me this laſt requeſt! I will kneel to 
you day and night,” ſinking upon the 
ground before her, © and I will ſerve you as 
the humbleſt of your ſlaves, if you will but 
be kind in this laſt inſtance, and ſave me 
from baniſhment and miſery !” 


“Oh rife, Mrs Harrel,” cried Cecilia, 


aſhamed of her proſtration, and ſhocked by 


her vehemence, © riſe and let me reſt!—it is 


painful to me to refude, ,but to comply for 
1 = 1 95 e r 
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ever, in defiance of my judgment—Oh Mrs 
Harrel, I know no longer what is kind or 
what is cruel, nor have I known for ſome 
time paſt right from wrong, nor good from 
evil!“ 


00 Come,“ cried Mr Harrel impetuouſly, 
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“J wait not another minute! 

% Leave her then with me!” ſaid Cecilia, 
6 ] will perform my promiſe, Mr Arnott 
will J am ſure hold his to be ſacred; ſhe ſhall 
now go with him, ſhe ſhall hereafter come 
to me,—leave her but behind, and depend: 
upon our care.” 

4 No, no,“ cried he, with quickneſs, «FT 


muſt take care of her myſelf. I ſhall not 


carry her abroad with me ; but the only le- 

acy I can leave her, 1s a warning which I 
5 ſhe will remember for ever. . 25 how 
ever, need not go.“ 

« What, cried Mrs Harrel, “leave me 
at Vauxhall, and yet leave me alone?“ 

« What of that ?” cried he with fierce- 
neſs ; do you not deſire to be left? Have 
you any regard for me, or for any thing 
upon earth but yourſelf? Ceaſe theſe vain 
damours, and come, I inſiſt upon it, this 
moment.“ e 

And then, with a violent oath, he declared 
he would be detained no longer, a and ap- 
proached in great rage to ſeize her. Mrs 
Harrel ſhrieked aloud; and the terrified Ce- 
Cilia exclaimed, © If indeed you are to part 


Co to-night | 
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to-night, part not thus dreadfully. —riſe, 


Mrs Harrel, and comply —be reconciled, 
be kind to her, Mr Harrell —and I will go 
with her myſelf,.— we will all go together!“ 
And why,” cried Mr Harrel, more 
gently, yet With the utmoſt emotion, 7 
ſhould you go —yeu want no warning! you 


need no terror !—better far had you fly us, 
and my wife, when I am ſet out, may find. 


ou.“ 
: Mrs Harrel, however, ſuffered her not to 
recede; and Gerin though half diſtracted 
by the ſcenes of horror and perplexity in 
which ſhe was perpetually engaged, ordered 
her ſervant to acquaint Mrs Delvile ſhe was 
again compelled to defer waiting upon her. 

Mr Harrel then hurried them both into 
the coach, which he directed to Vauxhall. 
Pray write tome when you are landed,” 
ſaid Mrs Harrel; who now releafed from her 
perſonal apprehenſions, began to feel ſome 
for her huſband.. 

He made not any anſwer. She then aſked 
to what part of France he meant to-go; but 
fill he did not reply; and when ſhe urged 
him by a third queſtion, he told her in a rage 
to torment him no more. 

During the reſt of the ride, not another 
word was ſaid. Mrs Harrel wept; her. huſ- 
band guarded a gloomy ſilence; and Cecilia 
moſt unpleaſantly paſſed her time between 
anxious ſuſpicions of ſome new ſcheme, and 
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> terrified wonder in what all theſe tranſac” 
tions would terminate. 


M r 


A MAN OF Bs IN Ess. 


Wuerde they entered Vauxhall Mr Har- 
V rel endeavoured to diſmiſs his moroſe- 
neſs, and affecting his -ufual gaiety, ſtrug- 
gled to recover his ſpirits : but the effort was 
vain,. he could neither talk. nor look like 
himſelf; and though from time to time he 
reſumed his air-of wonted levity, he. could 
not ſupport. it, but drooped- and hung his 
head in evident. deſpondency. 

He made: them. take ſeveral turns in the 
_ midſt; of the company, and walked fo faſt, 
that they could hardly keep pace with him, 
as if he hoped by exerciſe to reſtore his viva- 
city; but every attempt failed, he ſunk and 
grew. ſadder, and muttering between his 
teeth © this is not to be borne!ꝰ he haſtily 
called to a waiter to bring him a bottle of 
champagne. 

Of this hedrank glaſs after glaſs, notwith- 
e Cecilia, as Mrs Harrel had not cou- 


C 6. rage 


o 


as they were out of 
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rage to ſpeak, entreated him to forbear. He 
ſeemed, however, not to hear her; but when 
he had drunk what he thought neceſſary to 
revive him, he conveyed them into an un- 
frequented part of the 3 and as ſoon 
ht of all but a few 

ſtragglers, he ſuddenly Ropt, and, in great 
agitation, ſaid, © My chaiſe will ſoon be 
ready and I ſhall take of you a long fare- 
well! All my affairs are unpropitious to my 
ſpeedy return ;—the wine 1s now mounting 
into my head, and perhaps I may not be able 
to fay much by and by. I fear I have been 
cruel to you, Priſcilla, and I begin to with 1 
had ſpared you this parting ſcene ; yet let it 
not bebaniſhedyour remembrance, but think 
of it when you are tempted to ſuch mad fol- 
ly as has ruined us. 

Mrs Harrel wept too much to make any 
anſwer; and turning from her to Cecilia, 
* madam,” he cried, © to you, indeed, 
I dare not ſpeak ! I have uſed you moſt un- 
worthily, but I pay for it all! I afk you not 
to pity or forgive me, I know it is impoſſible 
you ſhould do either.“ 

No,“ cried the ſoftened Cecilia, &« it 18 
not impoſſible, do both at this moment 
and I hope—”? 

Do not hope,” interrupted he £6 be not 
ſo angelic, for I cannot bear it! Benevolence 
like yours ſhould have fallen into worthier 
Hands. But come, let us return to the com- 
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ny. head grows giddy, but my heart 
LR cet I n LR. them more fit 
companions for each other.“ 

He would then have hurried them back ; 
but Cecilia, endeavouring to ſtop him, ſaid; 
« You do not mean, I hope, to call for more 
wine?” | 

« Why not?” cried he, with affected ſpi- 
rit; “ what, ſhall we not be merry before we 
part? Yes, we will all be merry; for if we 
are not, how ſhall we part at all ?=Oh not 
- without a ſtruggle !—” Then, ſtopping, he 
pauſed a moment, and caſting off the maſk of 
levity, ſaid in accents the moſt ſolemn, *< 1 
commit this packet to you,” giving a ſealed 
parcel to Cecilia; © had I written it later, its 
contents had been kinder tomy wife, for now 
the hour of ſeparation approaches, ill-will 
and reſentment ſubſide. Poor Priſcilla !—I 
am ſorry—but you will ſuccour her, I am 
ſure you will. —Oh had I known you myſelf 
before this infatuation—bright pattern of all 
goodneſs!—But I was devoted,—a ruined 
wretch before ever you entered my houſe; 
unworthy to be faved, unworthy that vir- 
tues ſuch as yours ſhould dwell under the 
ſame roof with me! But come, - come now, 
or my reſolution will waver, and I ſhall not 
go at laſt.” EE 5 

« But what is this packet?“ cried Cecilia, 
“ and why do you give it to me?“ 

No matter, no matter, you will know 

7 1 by 
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by and by; —the chaiſe waits, and I muſt 
gather courage to be gone.“ 

He then preſſed forward, anſwering nei- 
ther to remonſtrance nor intreaty from his 
frightened companions. | 

Ihe moment they returned to the covered 
Walk, they were met by Mr Marriot. Mr 
Harrel, ſtarting, endeavoured to paſs him; 
but when he approached,. and ſaid, You 
have ſent, Sir, no anſwer to my letter!“ he 
ſtopt, and in a tone of forced politeneſs, ſaid, 


No, Sir, but I ſhall anſwer it to-morrow, 


and to-night I hope you will. do me the ho- 
nour of ſupping with me.“ 
Mr Marriot, Iooking openly at Cecilia as 


His inducement, though evidently regarding 


himſelf as an injured man, heſitated a mo- 
ment, yet accepted the invitation. 


To ſupper!” cried Mrs Harrel, what 


here?“ 


Jo ſupper! 199. repeated Cecilia, and 


how are we to get home?“ 

Think not of that theſe two hours, an- 
ſwered he; come, let us look for a box.“ 
Cecilia then grew quite urgent withhimto 


give up. a ſcheme which muſt Keep them ſo 


late; and Mrs Harrel repeatedly exclaimed, 
« Indeed people will think it very odd to ſee 
us here without any party!“ But he heeded 
them. not; and perceiving at ſome diſtance 
Mr Morrice, he called out to him to. find 
them a box; for the evening was very plea- 

| _ fant, 


fant, and the gardens were ſo much crowded, 
that no accommodation was unſeized. 

« Sir,” cried Morrice, with his uſual rea- 
dineſs, I'll get you one if I turn out.ten old 
Aldermen ſucking cuſtards.“ | f 

Juſt after he was gone, a fat, ſleek, vul- 
gar- looking man, dreſſed in a bright purple 
coat, with a deep red waiſtcoat, and a wi 
bulging far from his head with ſmall round 
curls, while his plump face and perſon an- 
nounced plenty and good living, and an air 
of defiance ſpoke. the fulneſs of. his purſe, 
ſtrutted boldly up to Mr Harrel, and accoſt- 
ing him in a manner that ſhewed ſome difli- 
dence of. his reception, but none of his right, 
faid, „Sir; your humble ſervant.;? and 
made a bow firſt to him, and then to the 
ladies. . 6 

« Sir, yours,” replied Mr Harrel ſcorn- 
fully, and without touching his hat he walked. 
quick on 
His fat acquaintance, who feemed but . lit- 
tle diſpoſed to be offended with impunity, in- 
ſtantly replaced his hat on his head, and with 
a look that implied J it you for this put 
his hands to his ſides, and following him, ſaid, 
Sir, IL muſt make bold to beg the favour of 
exchanging a few words with you.“ 

Ay, Sir,“ anſwered Mr Harrel, „come 
to me. to-morrow, and you ſhall exchange 
as many as you pleaſe.“ ö | 
Nothing like the time preſent, Sir,” an- 

| OY {wered 
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ſwered the man; © as for to-morrow, I be- 
heve it intends to come no more; for I have 
heard of it any time theſe three years. I tak 
mean no reflections, Sir, bat let every man Per 
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have his right. That's what 1 ſay, and that's MF 70! 
| my notion of things.“ can 
1 Mr Harrel, with a violent execration, tha 
j alked what he” meant by dunning him at ſuch = | 
4 a place as Vauxhall? ane 
5 One place, Sir, he replied, e is as 18 
5 good as another place; for ſo as what one hin 
| | does is good, tis no matter for where it may end 
| | be. A man of buſineſs never wants a counter, me 
4 if he can meet with a joint-ſtool. For my the 
1 part, I'm all for a clear conſcience, and no n 
| bills without receipts to them.”” | BE 
i & And if you were all for broken bones,” 9 {co1 
1 cried Mr Harrel, angrily, £ I would oblige | tak 
; you with them without delay.” - 
= 6 Sir,“ cried the man, equally provoked, * f 
3 e this is talking quite out of character; for rel: 
4 as to broken bones, there's ne'er a perſon in ” 
1 all England, gentle nor ſimple, can ſay he's USD 
1 a right to break mine, for I'm not a perſon. to | 
x of that ſort, but a man of as good property bes 
i as another man; and there's ne'er a cuſtomer 
4 I have in the wound that's more his own man ſoft 


c ſupf 
« Lord bleſs me, Mr Hobſon,” 8 1 too, 

Mrs Harrel, don't follow us in this man- 

ner! If we meet any of our acquaintance, fbf 
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they I think us half crazy.” ", 
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* Ma' am, anſwered Mr Hobſon, again 
taking off his hat,“ if Pm treated with pro- 
per reſpect, no man will behave more gene- 
rous than myſelf; but if I'm affronted, all I 
can ſay is, it may go harder with ſome folks 
than they think for.“ . 5 

Here alittle mean-· looking man, very thin, 
and almoſt bent double with perpetual cring- 
iag, came up to Mr Hobſon, and pulling 
him by the fleeve, whiſpered, yet loud 
enough to be heard, © It's furpriſeable to 
me, Mr Hobſon, you can behave fo out of 
the way ! For my part, perhaps Fve as much 
my due as another perſon, but I dares to ſay 
J ſhall have it when it's convenient, and I'd 
ſcorn for to miſleſt a gentleman when he's 
taking his pleaſure.” = 

Lord bleſs me,” cried Mrs Harrel, 
* what ſhall we do now? here's all Mr Har- 
rel's creditors coming upon us!“ 

* Do?” cried Mr Harrel, re- aſſuming an 
air of gaiety, why give them all a ſupper, 
to be ſure. Come, gentlemen, will you fa- 
vour me with your company to ſupper ?” 

“ Sir,” anſwered Mr Hobſon, ſomewhat 
{ſoftened by this unexpected invitation, ve 
{upped this hour and more, and had my glaſs 
too, for I'm as willing to ſpend my money as 
another man; only what I ſay is this, I don't 
chuſe to be cheated, for that's loſing one's 
ſubſtance, and getting no credit; however, 
as to drinking another glaſs, or ſuch a matter 

| as 


every body ſay? Suppoſe any of our acquaint- 


but merry. O ho, Mr Morrice, why have 
vou been ſo long? what have you done for 


had ſet out, the 0 2 are ſo full, there 5 


beſt boxes in the garden, juſt to the right 
there, with nobody in it but that gentleman | 


ſo then told it all over again, but he ſerved | 
me juſt the ſame, for he never ſeems to hear 
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tr that, I'll do it with all the pleafure in 
V | 1 3 
e And as to me,“ ſaid the other man, 
whoſe name was Simkins, and whoſe head 
almoſt touched the ground by the pro. ; 
foundneſs of his reverence,** Ican't upon no 
account think of taking the liberty; but if | 
I may juſt ſtand without, I'll make bold to 
go ſo far as juſt for to drink my humble duty 
to the ladies in a cup of cyder.“ | 
Are you mad, Mr Harrel, are you 
mad! cried his wife, to think of aſking i 
ſuch people as theſe to ſupper ? What will 
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ance ſhould ſee us? I am ſure I ſhall die 
with ſhame.” oh | 1 8 5 
e Mad!“ repeated he; © no, not mad, 


us? | 6 L 
„Why, Sir,” anſwered Morrice, return- 
ing with a look ſomewhat leſs elated than he 


is not a box to be had: but I hope we ſhall 1 
get one for all that; for I obſerved one of the 


who made me ſpill the tea-pot at the Pan- 
theon. Sol made an apology, and told him | 
the caſe; but he only ſaid humph ©, and hay? 


what 
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what one fays till one's juſt done, and then 

he begins to recollect one's ſpeaking to him; 

however, though I repeated it all over and 

over again, I could get nothing from him but 

uſt that hyumph? and hay? but he is ſo re- 

markably abſent, that I dare ſay if we all go 
and fit down round him, he won't know a 
EZ word of the matter.? 4 

= <©< Won't he?“ cried Mr Harrel, © have 
W at him, then!“ | 

And he followed Mr Morrice, though Ce- 
= cilia, who now half ſuſpected that all was to 

end in a mere idle frolic, warmly joined her 


I remonſtrances to thoſe of Mrs Harrel, which 
2 were made with the utmoſt, but with fruit» 


leſs earneſtneſs. 

Mr Meadows, who was ſeated in the mid> 

dle of the box, was lolloping upon the table 
vith his cuſtomary eaſe, and picking his teeth 


vith his uſual inattention to all about him. 
he intruſion, however, of ſo large a party, 


= ment. 


ſeemed to threaten his inſenſibility with un- 
2 2voidable diſturbance ; though, imagining 
they meant but to look in at the box, and 
T paſs on, he made not at their firit approach 
By any alteration in his attidude or employ- 
See, ladies,” cried* the officions' Mor- 
rice, I told you there was room; and I am 
© {ure this gentleman will be very happy to 
make way for you, if it's only out of good- 
nature to the waiters, as he is neither cating 
25 | 1000) wh 
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ing himſelf in return, ſaid, © Sir, you ſeem. | 
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nor drinking, nor doing any thing at all. So 8 © 
if you two ladies will go in at that fide, Mr 3 for 
Harrel and that other gentleman,” pointing q ſho! 
to Mr Marriot, may go to the other, and alo: 
then I'll fit by the ladies here, and thoſe other no 
two gentlemen———"? tior 
Here Mr Meadows, raifing himſelf from * 
his reclining poſture, and ſtaring Morrice in the 
the face, gravely ſaid, What's all this, Put 
Si.” == wol 
Morrice, who expected to live arranged obje 
the whole party without a queſtion, and who her. 
underſtood ſo little of modith airs as to ſuf. m 
pect neither affectation nor trick in the ab- 35 h 
ſence of mind and indolence of manners not 


which he obſerved in Mr Meadows, was ut- 
terly amazed by this interrogatory, and ſtar. One 


ed ſo thoughtful—I did not think i did not tien 
ſuppoſe you would have taken any notice of _ 
juſt a perſon or two coming into the box.“ 
* Did not you, Sir?“ ſaid Mr Meadows rie 
very coldly; why then now you do, per- thor 
haps you'll be ſo obliging as to let me have 3 dat 
my own box to myſelf.” = 
And then again he returned to his en 4 theſ 
rite poſition. 101 
88 Certainly, Sir,” ſaid Morrice, bowing: : did. 
J am ſure I did not mean to diſturb you: UK. 
for you ſeemed ſo loſt in thought, that I'm þ 3 


ſure I did not much believe you would have 


* Why, . 


ſeen us.“ 


= < Why, Sir,“ ſaid Mr Hobſon, N 
forward, © if I may ſpeak my opinion, 

# ſhould think, as you happen to be quite 
alone, a little agreeable company would be 
no fuch bad thing. At leaſt that's my no- 
tion.“ 
e And if I 3 take the liberty, ſaid 
the ſmooth-tongued Mr Simkins, * for to 
put in a word, I ſhould think the beſt way 
would be, if the gentleman has no peticklar 
& objection, for me juſt to ſtand ſomewhere 
= hereabouts, and 10, when he's had what he's 
a mind to, be ready for to pop in at one ſide, 
as he comes out at the t'other; for if onedoes 
not look pretty cute ſuch a full night as this, 
Ja boxis whipt away before one knows where 
one is.“ 


% No, no, no, cried Mrs Harrel i impa- 
tiently; let us neither ſup in this box nor 


in any other; let us go away entirely.“ 

< Indeed we muſt! indeed we ought!“ 
cried Cecilia; © it is utterly 1 improper we 
ſhould ſtay; ; Pray let us be gone imme- 
diatehy.” - 

Mr Harrel paid not the leaſt regard to 
theſerequeſts; but Mr Meadows, who could 
no longer ſeem uneonſcious of what paſſed, 
did himſelf ſo much violence as to ariſe, and 
aſk if the ladies would be ſeated. 

I ſaid fo?” cried Morrice triumphantly ; 
9 was dure there was no gentleman but 
would 
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would be happy to accommodate two fach | 
ladies! ns 


The ladies, however, far from happy i in j 
being ſo accommodated, again tried their ut. 
moſt influence in perſuading Mr Harrel ts 
give up this ſcheme, but he would not hear | 


them; he inſiſted upon their going into the 
box, and, extending the privilege which 


Mr Meadows had given, he invited without 


ceremony the whole party to follow. 
Mr Meadows, though he ſeomed to think 


this a very extraordinary encroachment, had 


already made ſuch an effort from his general 
Janguor, in the repulſe he had given to Mor- 
rice, that he could exert himſelf no further; 
but after looking around him with mingled 
vacancy and contempt, he again ſeated him- 
ſelf, and ſuffered Morrice to do the honours 
without more oppoſition-. 

Morrice, but too happy in the — 2 
placed Cecilia next to Mr Meadows, and 
would have made Mr Marriot her other 
neighbour, but ſhe inſiſted upon not being 


parted from Mrs Harrel; and therefore, as ; 


he choſe to fit alſo by that lady himſelf, Mr 
Marriot was obliged to follow Mr Harrel to 
the other fide of the box. Mr Hobſon, 


without further invitation, placed himſelf 


comfortably in one of the corners; and Mr 
Simkins, who ſtood modeſtly for ſome time 
in another, finding the further encourage- 


ment for which he waited was not likely 
to 
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to arrive, dropt quietly into his ſeat with- 
out it. 3 . 
= Supper was now ordered, and while it was 
preparing, Mr Harrel fat totally ſilent; but 
Mr Meadows thought proper to force him- 
@ ſelf to talk with Cecilia, though ſhe could 
Vell have diſpenſed with ſuch an exertion of 
his politeneſs. 1 Wt 
% Do you like this place, ma' am?“ 
Indeed, I hardly know, —I never was 
here before.“ 1 | 
No wonder! the only ſurpriſe is, that any 
body can come to it at all. To fee a ſet of 
people walking after nothing A about 
Without view or object! 'tis ſtrange: don't 
you think ſo, ma' am?“ | | 
Ves, -I believe ſo,” ſaid Cecilia, ſcarce 
hearing him. 
O it gives me the vapours, the horrors,” 
cried he, to ſee what poor creatures we all 
are! taking pleaſure even from the privation 
of it! forcing ourſelves into exerciſe and toil, 
hen we might at leaſt have the indulgence 
Jof fitting ſtill and repoſing!” e 
« Lord Sir,” cried Morrice, © don't you 

hke walking?” 1 

« Walking?” cried he; „I know nothing 
ſo humiliating: to ſee a rational being in ſuch 
mechanical motion! with no knowledge up- 
en what principles he proceeds, but plodding 
on, one foot before another, without even 
i any 
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any conſciouſneſs which is firſt, or how | 


either gt. | a 
“ Sir,” interrupted Mr Hobſon, © I hope | my 
you won't take it amiſs if I make bold to tell far 
my opinion; for my way is this, let every WW ma 
man ſpeak his maxim! But what I fay as to all 
this matter, 1s this, if a man muſt always be ſpe 
ſtopping to conſider what foot he is ſtanding c 
upon, he had need have little to do, being nei 
the 6 does as well as the left, and the left no 
as well as the right. And that, Sir, I think 6 
is a fair argument.” . ay 
Mr Meadows deigned no other anſwer to me 
this ſpeech than a look of contempt. it 1 
&« I fancy, Sir,“ ſaid Morrice, you are Cit) 
fond of riding, for all your good horſemen 64 
like nothing elle.” 8 | like 
« Riding!“ exclaimed Mr Meadows; 

& oh barbarous! Wreſtling and boxing are WF me: 
polite arts to it! Truſting to the diſcretion of be 1 
an animal leſs intellectual than ourſelves! a 
ſudden ſpring may break all our limbs, a | ſon, 
ſtumble may fracture our ſculls! And what | wha 
is the inducement ? to get melted with heat, M 
killed with fatigue, and covered with duit! in t! 
miſerable infatuation!—Do you love riding, mak 
ma'am?” * 
« Yes, very well, Sir.” | kins 
I am glad to hear it,” cried he, with a tell; 
vacant ſmile; © you are quite right; I am put 
entirely of your opinion.” wh nor 
Mr Simkins now, with a look of much it he 

| perplexity, | * 

0 : VC 


2 * 1 . 77 


perplexity, yet riſing and bowing, ſaid I 
don't mean, Sir, to be ſo rude as to gy - 
my dar, but if I did not take you hp apy 

ſure juſt now I thought you ſeemed for to 
make no great count of riding, and yet now, 


all of the ſudden, one would think you was a 


fpeakin up for it!“ 

y, Sir,“ cried Morrice, if you 
7 neither like ridingnor walking, you canhave 
no pleaſure at all but only in fitting.” 
: « Sitting!“ repeated Mr Meadows, with 
a yawn, O worſe and worſe! it diſpirits 
me to death! it rebs me of all fire and life! 
it weakens circulation, and deſtroys elaſti- 
city. 

2 Pra y then, Sir,” Cid Morrice, do you 
like any 5 to ſtand ?“ 

* To ſtand? O intolerable! the moſt un. 
meaning thing in the world ! one had better 
be made a mummy ?? 

&«& Why then, pray Sir,” ſaid Mr Hob- 
ſon, © let me aſk the favour of you to tell us 
1 what it is you do like?“ 

Mr Meadows, though he ſtared him full 


f | in the face, began picking his teeth without 


making any anſwer. 

« You ſee, Mr Hobſon,”? aid Mr Sim- 
kins, © the gentleman has no mind for to 
tell you, but if I may take the liberty juſt to 
put in, I think if he neither likes walking, 
nor riding, nor ſitting, nor nn I take 
it he likes nothing.” 

Well, Sir,” ſaid Morrice, * ce but here 
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4 „ comes ſupper, and I hope you will like that, ve 
1 Pray, Sir, may I help you to a bit of this if 
N Mr Meadows, not ſeeming to hear him, e. 
ut. - . 2 5 7 

W. ſuddenly, and with an air of extreme weari- all 
'| neſs, aroſe, and without ſpeaking to any m) 


body, abruptly made his way out of the 
Mr Harrel now, ſtarting from the gloom 
reverie into which he had ſunk, wi or 
to do the honours of the table, inſiſting with 
much violence upon helping every body, call- 
ing for more proviſions, and ſtruggling to 
appear in high ſpirits and good humour. 

In a few minutes Captain Areſby, who was 
paſling by the box, ſtopt to make his com- 
pliments to Mrs Harrel and Cecilia. 

What a concourſe!“ he cried, caſting 
up his eyes with an expreſſion af half-dying 
fatigue, are you not accablé? for my part, 
I hardly reſpire. I have really hardly ever 
had the honour of being ſo ob/2de before.“ 
We can make very good room, Sir,“ 
faid Morrice, if you chooſe to come in.“ 

« Yes,” ſaid Mr Simkins, obſequioufly 
ſanding up, I am ſure the gentleman will 
be very welcome to take my place, for I did 
not mean for to {it down, only juſt to look 

_ agreeable.” 55 5 
__ * By no means, Sir,” anſwered the Cap- 
tain: I ſhall be quite au deſe/poir if I de- 
% / ĩ ͤ of, 

Sir, ſaid Mr Hobſon, I don't offer 
ö . ou 


C EC ILI X. 25 


vou my place, becauſe I take it for granted 
it you had a mind to come in, you would not 
ſtand upon ceremony; for what I ſay is, let 
every man ſpeak his mind, and then we ſhall 
all know how to conduct ourſelves. That's 
my way, and let any man tell me a better!“ 
The Captain, after looking at him with a 
W ſurpriſe not wholly. unmixt with horror, 
turned from him without making any anſwer, 
and ſaid to Cecilia, And how long, ma' am, 
W have you tried this petrifying place ?” _ 
An hour, — two hours, I believe,” ſhe 
anſwered. .: „„ 2 
= < Really? and nobody here! 4/2 de 
monde, but nobody here! a blank partout“ 
„Sir,“ ſaid Mr Simkins, getting out of 
the box that he might bow with more faci- 
lity, I humbly crave pardon for the liberty, 
but if I underſtood right, you ſaid ſomething 
of a blank? pray, Sir, if I may be ſo free, 


- 


has there been any thing of the nature of a 


© lottery, or a raſſſe, in the garden? or the like 
of that?“ 3% | 
* Sir,” ſaid the Captain, regarding him 


from head to foot, I am quite afomme that 


I cannot comprehend your alluſion.” 
Sir, I alk pardon,” ſaid the man, bow. 

ing ſtill lower, I only thought if in caſe it 
& ihould not be above half a crown, or ſuch a 
matter as that, I might perhaps ſtretch a 
point once in a way.” 


The Captain, more and more amazed, 


cellary 


W ſtared at him we but not thinking it ne- 
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ceffary to take any further notice of him, he | 18 


enquired of Cecilia if ſhe meant to ſtay late, 
“ hope not,“ ſhe replied, © I have al. 
ready ſtayed. later than I wiſhed to do.” 


« Really!“ faid he, with an ang auf 


ſmile : © Well, that is as horrid a thing as 
have tlie malheur to know. For my = 1 
make it a principle not to ſtay long in theſe 
ſemi-barbarous places, for after a certain 
time, they bore me to that degree I am quite 
abime. I ſhall, however, do mon paſſible to 
Have the honour of feeing you again.” 

And then, with a ſmile of yet greater infi- 
pidity, he proteſted he was reduced to deſpair 
in leaving her, and walked on. 

% Pray, ma'am, if I may be fo bold,“ 
aid Mr Hobſon, © what countryman may 
that gentleman be?“ 

„An Engliſhman, I ſoppoſe, Sir,” faid 
Cecilia. 


&« An Log ihman, ma am ** wa Mr . 
y 45 


Hobſon, «why I could not underſtand one 
word in ten that came out of his mouth.” 
7” Why indeed,” faid Mr Simkins, he 


has a mighty peticklar. way of ſpeaking, for 
I'm ſure Tthought I could have fworn he faid 


ſomething, of a blank, or to that amount, but 


T could make nothing 


_ aſk him. about it.“ 
«Let every man ſpeak to be underſtood,” | 


cried Mr Hobſon, “that's my notion of 
things: for as to all thoſe fine words that no- 


Pp Sun teak out, I hold them to be of bs ; 
| Vice 


of it when I'come to | 


Kein . 


uſe. Suppoſe a man was to talk in that man- 
ner when he's doing buſineſs, what would 
be the upſhot? who'd underſtand what he 
meant? Well, that's the proof; what i'n't 
fit for buſineſs, in't of no value: that's my 
way of Judging, and that's what I 80 upon.” 

He ſaid ſome other things.” rejoined 
Mr Simkins, that I could not make out 
very clear, only I had no mind to aſk any 
more queſtions, for tear of his anſwering me 
fomething I ſhould not underftand: but as 
well as I could make it out, I thought I 
heard him ſay there was nobody here! what 
he could mean by that, I can't pretend for to 

ueſs, for I am ſure the garden is ſo ſtock full 
a? if there was to come many more, I don't 
know where they could cram 'em.“ 

= took. notice of it at the time, ſaid Mr 
Hobſon, for ĩt in't many things are loſt upon 
me; and, to tell you the truth, I thought he 
had been making pretty free with his bottle, 
by his ſeeing no better.“ 

„ Bottle! 
cellent hint, Mr Hobſon! come! let us all 
make free with the bottle!“ 
He then called for more wine, and ones 
S that every body: ſhould pledge him. Mr 
Marriot and Mr Morrice made not any ob- 
jection, and Mr Hobſon and Mr Simkins 
conſented with much delight. 

Mr Harrel now grew extremely unruly, 
the wine he had already drunk being thus 
powerfully aided ; and his next project Was 


„ 


cried Mr Harrel, a4 moſt ex- 
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to make his wife and Cecilia follow his ex- 


ample. Cecilia, more incenſed than ever to 


ſee no preparation made for his departure, 


and all poſſible pains taken to unfit him for 
ſetting out, refuſed him with equal firmneſs 
and diſpleaſure, and lamented with the bit- 
_ tereſt ſelf- reproaches, the conſent which had 
been forced from her to be preſent at a ſcene 

of ſuch diſorder: but Mrs Harrel would 
have oppoſed him in vain, had not his atten- 
tion being called off to another object. This 
was Sir Robert Floyer, who perceiving the 
party at ſome diſtance, no ſooner obſerved 
Mr Marriot in ſuch company, than advanc- 
ing to the box with an air of rage and defi- 
ance, he told Mr Harrel he had lomething 
to fay to him. 


85,” cried 1 vi ſay to me? and 


ſo have I to ſay to you! Come amongſt Vs 
and be merry! Here, make room, make way" 
Sit cloſe, my friends !?? 

Sir Robert, who now ſaw he was in no 


4 © Hituation to be reaſoned with, ſtood for a mo- 


ment ſilent; and then, Jookin round the 
box, and obſerving Mefirs. Hobſon and Sim- 


kins, he exclaimed aloud © Why what queer 


party have you got into ? who the d—] have 
you picked up here:?“ 

Mr Hobſon, who, to the importance of 
lately acquired wealth, now added the cou- 
rage of newly drunk champagne, ſtoutly 


8 his e bt eng ſeeming at all con- 
8 ſcious 
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Icious he was included in this i interrogation ; BD 


but Mr Simkins, who had ſtill his way to 
make in the world, and whoſe habitual ſer- 
vility would have reſiſted a larger draught, 
was eafily intimidated ; he again, therefore, 
ſtood up, and with the moſt cringing reſpect 
offered the Baronet his place: who, takin 
neither of the offer nor offerer the malle 
notice, ſtill. ſtood oppoſite to Ms Harrel, 
waiting for ſome explanation. 

Mr Farrel, however, who now grew really 
incapable of giving any, only repeated his 
invitation, that he would make one among 
them. 

One among you ?” cried he, angrily, 
and pointing to Mr Hobſon, << why you 
don't fancy L'll fit down with a  bricklay ers” 
. e ?” ſaid Mr Harrel, þ ay, 
ſure, and a hoſier too; fit down, Mr Sim- 

kins, keep your place, man!“ 

Mr Simkins moſt thankfully bowed ; but 
Mr. Hobſon, who could no longer avoid 
feeling the perſonality of this reffection, bold- 
ly anſwered, © Sir, you may fit down with a 
worſe man any day in the week! I have done 
nothing I'm aſhamed of, and no man can ſay 
to me why did you ſo? I don” t tell you, Sir, 
what I'm worth; no one has a right to aſk ? 
15 ſay three times ſive is fifteen! that's 

e e what the d—1, you u mpucent fel- 
5 41 N 504 n low.“ 


— 


=. af Sen, 1 7 
* . nad 5 r 
a b >, : $ 3 


a 1 
- ro ior A Due ar 
x £5. 4 * ** A. ccY : —_ ** 


ous >, Pi = 
— Pry i. did 
TINT Retr 71 2 — 
SOS Nee oh vt e . LY 
3 1 8 


' . 
_ 8 2 8 
* * WS 39 $78 + ? : En — — 3 5 - * 
V+: * op; : : - ns Pres * © . . FO ⁵˙2Ä—x2A erer — 2 0 
— N * lg, 4 Pi WF, 3 Gee 58 ay . WA 3 3 "TIO N ccc — 2 — n 
— 226 ————— _ _— —— W 3 — CE Any > f a» LEY 0 r e L Is . Y be ww , bs ot _ DEED 
— t — = F RE on 22 tbc »Þ* 2 ">, rs 3 : 4 e. ee 1333 4 | 8 — : 4 Fw OS = — 
3 —— WEE = Poke * — — . — — ; c ; : RR CLOWN EN WEEEL ST; on , 3 
— — —— . © - 2 : 2 . J - 2 8 * 
4 x® 3 . as * , — — — r S - > 7x C * 5 2 
. 3 Mn Ciaran 3 — 2 . " A 
. Ou es [hd \ 1 2 1 8 — — — 4 1 2 . 
2 = Y 1 — — 4 it 4 4 84 r 9 * n wm » > ä pu _ Dürr: 2 * SP, OT — 
. , bo ot * * . 41 — * 5 moe c > 
| 7 1 n » — , __—. — 9 F 3 ö dg GO CR ATI YN et, Go HE b — e — 1 
8 \ — — „ - \ — * * 2 8 181 O } g * is VN 1 . 
— * ol I a. nes - re 4 4 's ; ak þ . lon bo - < 12 * g - ** eh. hs der _ 
- e = * - X , 1 5 th. vo Wages DONE I r 
* < 04a ” J _ * 4 * 1 5 ©: y - N 4 . "Ie 9 5 - Ry 2 . 5 _— 8 = * 2923 » . 
br PS. = * Law Ta * 42.5 "2, Ms”: 1 0 f N <4 et Re . MO Oo rn J - 54 yo * = A N 4 - — 
14 - we 4 or IP . ths 2 a? 5 FF — oF ts * 5 r S "Has £2 —_ —_— Arte p . 
— wit wres, *- P12, | cet 5 A 5 5 "a I. _—— — - 4 - 8 0 ge Gil - — - N r „ — = 
, ps Gab. by... r fe oe _—_ — moo — 40"; 0 NCI —_ - PIT re, Te; * OF ="? FR wy - 2 * - 
: l _ n. . 0 : N or * a 9 6— tat: k 
* ' MT TNT Oe: : ml 9 * * 52 1 - Fa * 
ee x : be ne =" Fm "_ w u 0%. 2 N . * n \ «ax >. Ea1% N Lis 
_ 8 - V4 
—— NN e <% OS - * n K — 1694 — 
1 ä 2 Pn * — * * , 4 at 
" \ — , 2 * I N 
2 5 2 9 — - 2 [ "2 
q — 8 „ — of Gan r 1 * — — - 
, . y * 8 . 
9 r A = „ rr *7 — 2 9 Sei F ” = 
. . 700 e 32 "we PR T_T OFF. 4. 1 * i v = - , 
5 "AL KW E r nr - 7 = i * 1 6 
* o 


# XS , m 
— S 
7 . 7 5 £ - * 
An 1 „ 
5 ua, 4 6 1 — * — 4 4 
a RL Es * * me gas 
Pres 
Z 
* — 4 = 
y 


P IE nat WE, 
ict el net r 
2 Rar II ATTIRE "ts LS AGE ep 
= IE = TIE WE 

2 3 — 2 Pt E r 

1 — 5 ” * 


enn 


low,” cried the haughty . don 
preſume to mutter, do you?“ 


„ Sir,” anſwered Mr Hobſon, very hotly, 


I ſha'n't put up with abuſe from no man! 
| Fee got a fair character in the world, and 
wherewithal to live by my own liking. And 
what I have is my own, and all I ſay is, let 
every one ſay the ſame, for that” S the Way: to: 
fear no man, and face the d—].* 

«© What do you mean by that, fellow 3 "id 

cried Sir Robert. 

« Fellow, Sir! this is talking no- how. 
Do you think a man of ſubſtance, that” s got 
3 the world, is to be treated like a little 


ſerubby apprentice? Let every man have 


his own, that's always my way of thinking; 
and this I can ſay for myſelf, I have as good 
a right to ſhew my head where pleaſe as ever 
a member of parliament in-all England; and 
I with every body here could fay as much.“ 


Sir Robert, fury farting into his eyes, 


was beginning an anfwer ; but Mrs Harrel 


with terror, and Cecilia with dignity, calling 


upon them both to forbear, the Baronet-de- 
fired Morrice to relinquith his place to him, 
and ſeating himſelf next to Mrs Harrel, ve 
over:the contelt, 

Mean while Mr Simkins, hoping to ingra- 
tiate himſelf with the company, advanced to 
Mr Hobſon, already cooled by finding him- 
ſelf unanſwered, and reproachtully FT 


be- ; 


8 oi 
Hobſon, if I may make fo free, I muſt needs 


B. SS pgs» =» 


an * 


FR bold to ſay I am quite aſhamed of you] a 
perſon of your ſtanding and credit for to talk 
Io diſreſpectful! as if a gentleman had not a 
right to take a little pleaſure, becauſe he juſt 
happens to owe you a little matters of money: 
fie, fie, Mr Hobſon ! I did not expect you 
to behave ſo deſpiſeable ?? 
Deſpiſeable! anſwered Mr Hobſon; 


« I'd ſcorn as much to do any thing deſpiſe- 


able as yourſelf, or any thing miſbecoming of 
a gentleman ; and as to coming to ſuch a 
place as this may be, why L have no objection 
to it. All Iſland to is this, let every man 
have his due; for as to taking a little plea- 
ſure, here Jam, as one may ſay, doing the 
ſame myſelf ; but where's the harm of that? 
who's a right to call a man to acceunt that 
clear of the world ? Not that I mean to boakt, 
nor nothing like it, but as I. ſaid before, 
2 times five is fiftecn ;— —that's my calcula- 
on.” 

Mr Harrel, who, during this debate, had 
fill continued drinking, regardleſs of all op- 
poſition from his wife and Cecilia, now grew 
more and more turbulent: he inſiſted that 
Mr Simkins ſhould return to his ſeat; or- 
dered him another bumper of champagne, 
and ſaying he had not ha f.c company enough 
to raiſe: his ſpirits, delired Morrice to go and 
invite more. 

Morrice, always ready to promote 2 fro- 
lic, moſt a: conſented ; but when 

D 5: Cecilia, 
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"Catlin" in a low voice, ſupplicated him to N 12 
bring no one back, with ſtill more readinefs Ja 
he made ſigns that he underſtood and would th 
obey her. = 
Mr Harrel then began to ſing, ind in lo Adi 
noiſy and riotous a manner, that nobody ap- pe 
proached the box without ſtopping to ſtare -CO 
at him; and thofe who were new to ſuch Hz 
_ ſcenes, not contented with merely looking . 108 
in, ſtationed themſelves at ſome diſtance be- hi. 
fore it, to obſerve what was paſſing, and to - 
contemplate with envy and admiration an m 
appearance of mirth and enjoyment which he 
they attributed to happinefs and pleaſure! br 
Mrs Harrel, thocked to be ſeen in ſuch ! 
ed nn. grew every inſtant more Tod 
vl "reſtleſs and miſerable; and Cecilia, halt Tee 
"I diſtracted to think how: they were to get .AN 
« home, paſſed all her time in making ſecret 8 
il vows that if once again ſhe was delivered Thee”. 
I from Mr Harrel, the would never ſee him Pr 
14 more. - his 
1 Sir Robert Floyer perceiving ctr mutual 4 
iq - . uneaſineſs, propoſed to efcort them home 0 
"4 * "himſelf; and Cecilia, notwithſtanding her Th: 
= e n to him, was liſtening to the ſcheme, en 
| when Mr Marriot, who had been evidently £01 
. provoked and Afroncertet fince the junction EE. 
of the Baronet, ſuſpecting what was paſling 6 
offered his ſervices alſo, and in a tone of voice UF Bil 
that did not promiſe Very qutet aoquipſccnce 

in a refuſal. 


5 Cecilia, 
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N. Cecilia, who, too eaſily, in their looks» 

Aw all the eagerneſs of rivalry, now dreaded 
the conſequence of her deciſion, and there- 
fore declined the aſſiſtance of either: but her 
diſtreſs was unſpeakable; as there was not one 
perſon in the party to whoſe care ſhe could 
commit herſelf, though the behaviour of Mr 
Harrel, which every moment grew more diſ- 
orderly,. rendered the neceſſity of quitting 
him urgent and uncontroulable. 

When Morrice returned, ſtopping in the 

midſt of his loud and violent ſinging, he ve- 
hemently demanded what company he had 
brought him: 
None at all, Sir,” anſwered. Morrice, 
looking, ſignificantly at Cecilia; „I have 
really been ſo unlucky as not to meet with 
any body who had a mind to come.” 

“ Why then,” anſwered he, ſtarting up, 
„ will ſeek ſome: for myſelf.“ © no, 
pray, Mr Harrel, bring nobody elſe,” cried 
his wife. Hear us in pity,” cried Cecilia, 
% and diſtreſs us no further.“ © Diſtreſs: 
you?” cried he, with quickneſs, “what, 
ſhall I not bring you thoſe pretty girls? Yes, 


one more glaſs, and T Will teach you to wel- | 


come them.” 

And he poured out another bumper. | 

This is, ſo inſupportable! 2? cried Cecilia, 

xiſing, and I can remain here no longer.” 

6 a 18 n indeed, 4: — Mrs Har- 
9 6 1 
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ener 
rel, burſting into tears; “ Nee only ung | 4 


me hereto infult me? ; = Jil 
Ne cried he, ſaddenty embracing her, 0 
by this parting kiſs!” then wildly ſump- of 
ing upon his feat, he leapt over the table, he 
and was out of fight in an inſtant. ev 
Amazement ſeized all who” remained; Ba 
Mrs Harrel and Cecilia, indeed, doubted not fee 
but he was actually gone to the chaiſe he had 9 
ordered; but the manner of his departure ter 
affrighted them, and his preceding behavi- rel 
our had made them ceaſe to expect it: Mrs CO! 
Harrel, leaning upon Cecilia, continued to rio 
Weep, while ſhe, confounded and alarmed, rio 
fearce knew whether ſnie ſhould ſtayand con- tir 
ſole her, or- fly after Mr Harrel, whom ſhe age 
feared had incapacitated himſelf from find- to 
his chaiſe, by the very method he had "278 
taken to gather courage for ſeeking it. | the 
This; however; was but the don for 
of a moment: another and a far more horri- cac 
ble one drove it from her imagination: for- cer 
ſcarcely had Mr Harrel quitted the box and byt 
their light, before their cars were ſuddenly. in 
ſtruck with the report of a piſtol. | tle! 
Mrs Harrel gave a we ſcream; which not 
was involuntarily echoed by Cecilia: every me 
body aroſe, lane h — zeal to'ferve MF ©] 
the ladies, and others to haſten to the ſpot len 
whence the dreadful found proceeded; Tot 
Sir Robert Vloyer again offered his ſervices the 
in 8 them. Home; but * could Mr 


lften. 
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nen to no ſuch propoſal: Cecilia with 
difficulty refrained from ruſhing out herſelf 


to diſcover what was paſſing; but her dread 


of being followed by Mrs Harrel prevented 
her; they both, therefore, waited, exp 

every inſtant ſome intelligence, : as all but the 
Baronet and Mr Marriot were now gone to 
ek; 

Nobody, however, W and their 
terrors encreaſed every moment: Mrs Har- 
rel wanted to run out herſelf, but Cecilia, 
conjuring her to keep, ſtill, begged MrMar-- 
riot to bring them ſome account. Mr Mar- 
riot, like the meſſengers who had preceded. 
him, came not back: an inſtant ſeemed an 


age, and Sir Robert Floyer was alſo entreated 


to procure information. 
Mrs Harrel and Cecilia were now left to 


themſelves; and their: horror. was too great 


for ſpeech or motion: they ſtood cloſe to 


each other, liſtening to every ſound, and re- 
ceiving everypoflible addition totheiralarm,. 
by the general confuſion which they obſerved 
in the-gardens, in which, though both gen- 
tlemen and waiters were running to and fro, 
not a creature was walking, and all amuſe-· 
ment ſeemed forgotten. 

From -this. dreadful ſtate they were at 
length removed, though not relieved, By the 
licht of a waiter, who, as he was paſling, 
ſhewed himſelf almoſt covered with blood ! 
Mrs Harrel vehemently . after him, de- 
manding 
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manding whence. it came? From the 


gentleman, ma'am,” anſwered he in haſte, 
that has ſhot bimſelf, and then ran on. 
Mrs Harrel uttered a piercin g ſcream, and 
* on the ground; for Cecilia, ſhuddering 
with horror, loſt all her own ſtrength, and 
could no longer lend her any ſupport. 
| So great at this time was the general con- 
fuſion of the place, that for ſome minutes 
their particular diſtreſs was unknown, and 
their fituation unnoticed; till at length an 
elderly gentleman came up to the box, and 
humanely offered his afliſtance. — - 
Cecilia, pointing to her unfortunate friend, 
who had. not fallen into-a fainting fit, but 
merely from weakneſs and terror, accepted 
his help in railing her. She was lifted up, 


however, without the ſmalleſt effort on her | 


own part, and was only kept upon her ſeat 
by being held there by be ſtranger, for Ce- 
cilia, whoſe whole frame was ang, tried 
in vain to ſuſtain ger. 
This gentleman, from the violence of their 
 - diſtreſs, began now to ſuſpect its motive, and 
addreſſing himſelf to Cecilia, ſaid, © I am 
afraid, madam, this unfortunate gentleman 
was ſome relation to you 
Neither of them eee but cheir ſilence 
was ſufficiently expreſſive. we 


It is pity, madam, he continued, 


. that os ne can't order him out of the 
ä | | | crowd, 


crowd, and have him kept quiet till a ſur- 
geon can be . | | 
« A ſurgeon?” exclaimed Cecilia, reco- 


vering from one ſurprize by the effect of ano- 


ther, © is it then poſſible he may be ſaved?” 


And without waiting to have her queſtion 


anſwered, ſhe ran out of the box herſelf, fly- 
ing wildly about the garden, and calling for 
help as ſhe flew, till ſhe found the houſe by 
the entrance; and then, going up to the bar, 


„Is a ſurgeon ſent for?” ſhe exclaimed, 


ce let a ſurgeon be fetched inſtantly !? A 
ſurgeon, ma%am,” the was anſwered, is not 
the gentleman dead?“ No, no, no!” ſhe 
cried ; © he muſt be brought in; let ſome 
careful people go and bring him in.” Nor 
would ſhe quit the bar, till two or three 
waiters were called, and received her orders. 
And then, eager to ſee them executed herſelf, 
ſhe ran, fearlefs of being alone, and without 
thought of being loſt, towards the fatal ſpot 
- whither the crowd guided her. She could 
not, indeed; have been more ſecure from in- 
ſult or moleſtation if ſurrounded by twenty 
guards; for the ſcene of deſperation and hor- 
ror which many had witnefled, and of which 
all had heard the ſignal, engroſſed the uni- 
verſal attention, and took, even from the 
- moſt idle and licentious, all ſpirit for gallan- 
try and amuſement. YE, CH 
Here, while making vain attempts to pe- 
netrate throughthemultitude, that the * 
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erer 


ke and herſelf judge che actual ſituation of 
Mr Harrel, and give, if yet there was room 


for hope, ſuch orders as would beſt conduce 
to his ſafety and recovery, ſhe was met by 


Mr Marriot, who entreated her not to preſs 
forward to a fight which he had found too 
ſhocking for himſelf, and inſiſted upon pro- | 


tecting her through the crowd. 


<« It he is alive,“ cried ſhe, refuſing his 
aid, % and if there 18 any chance he may be 


faved, no ſight ſhall be tos ſhocking to deter 
me from ſeeing him properly attended.“ 


All attendance,” anſwered he, will be 
in vain: he is not, indeed, yet dead, but his 


recovery is impoſſible. There is a ſurgeon. 


** 


with him already; one who happened to be 


in the gardens, and he told me himfelf that 


the wound was inevitably mortal.“ | 
Cecilia, thongh greatly diſappointed, ſtill. 
determined to make way te him, that ſhe 
might herſelf enquire if, in his laſt moments, 
there was any thing he wiſhed to communi- 


cate, or deſired to have done: but, as ſhe 


ſtruggled to proceed, ſhe was next met and 


ſtopt by Sir Robert Floyer, who, forcing her 


back; acquainted her that all was over! 
The ſhock with which ſhe received this ac- 
count, though unmixed with any tenderneſs 
of regret, and refulting merely ow general 
humanity, was yet ſo violent as almoſt to 
overpower her. Mr Harrel, indeed, had 


forfeited all right to her eſteem, and the un- 


feeling 
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feeling ſelfiſhneſs. of his whole behaviour had 
long provoked her reſentmentandexcited her 

|; yet a cataſtrophe ſo dreadfal, and 
from which ſhe had herſelf made ſuch efforts 


to reſcue him, filled her with ſo much hor- 


ror, that, turning extremely ſick, ſhe was 


obliged to be ſupported to the neareſt box, 
and ſtop there for hartſhorn and water. 
A few minutes, however, ſuſficed to diveſt 
her of all care for herſelf, in the concern with 
which ſhe recollected the ſituation of Mrs 
Harrel; ſhe haſtened, therefore, back to her, 
attended b Y the Baronet and Mr Marriot, 
and found her ſtil] leaning upon the Rrangers 
and weeping aloud. 
Ihe fatal news had already reached her; 
and though all affection between Mr Har- 
rel and herſelf had mutually ſubſided from 
the firſt two or three months of their mar- 
riage, a concluſion ſo horrible to all connec- 
tion between them could not be heard wath- 


out ſorrow and diſtreſs. Her temper, too, 


naturally ſoft, retained not reſentment, and 
Mr Harrel, now ſeparated from her for ever, 
Was only remembered as the Mr Harrel who 

friſt won her heart. 
2 ins nor tenderneſs were ſpared on 
wn Cecilia to conſole her; who find- 


ins — 1 incapable either of acting or 
directing for herſelf, and knowing her at all 


times to be extremely helpleſs, now ſummon- 
ed to her own aid all the ſtrength of mind ſhe 
Pons 
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poſſeſſed, and determined upon this melan- Y 
choly occaſion, both to think and a& for her f 
widowed friend to the utmoſt ſtretch of hee WM 
abilities and power. : | © 1d 
As ſoon, therefore, as the firſt effuſions of 2 


her grief were over, ſhe prevailed with her 85 
to go to the houſe, where ſhe was humanely 66 
offered the uſe of a quiet room till ſhe ſhould Rot 
be better able to ſet off for town. ago 
Cecilia, having ſeen her thus ſafely lodged, 
begged Mr Marriot to ſtay with her, and t 
then, accompanied by the Baronet, returned to þ 
| herſelf to the bar, and deſiring the footman 7 
Who had attended them to be called, ſent W 1 _ 
him inſtantly to his late maſter, and pro- Jo 
ceeded next with great preſence of mind, to * 
inquire further into the particulars of what laid 
had paſſed, and to conſult upon what was im- 8 
mediately to be done with the deceaſed : for whi 
ſhe thought it neither decent nor right to V 
leave to chance or to ſtrangers the laſt duties one 
_ which-could be paid him. 45 
_ He had lingered, ſhe found, about a quar- told 
ter of an hour, but in a condition too dread- dert 
ful for deſcription, quite ſpeechleſs, and, by con 
all that could be judged, out of his ſenſes; Fe 
yet ſo diſtorted with pain, and wounded ſo yel :: 
deſperately beyond any power of relief, that Anz 
the ſurgeon, who every inſtant expected his Sir 
death, ſaid it would not be merely uſeleſs but ſpot 
inhuman to remove him till he had breathed {rien 
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his laſt. He died, therefore, in the arms of 
this gentleman and a waiter. 

„ A waiter!” cried Cecilia, reproachfully 

looking at Sir Robert, and was there no 
friend who, for the few poor moments that IN 
remained, had patience to ſupport him!“ : 8 
% Where would be the good,” ſaid Sir 1 
Robert, oy „of ſupporting 2 man in his 1 
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This mute lag ſpeech PE attempted not 1 


to anſwer ; but, ſuffering neither her diſlike 
to him, nor her ſcruples for herſelf, to inter- 
fere with the preſent occaſion, ſhe defired to 
have his advice what was now belt to be 
done. 

Vndertaker's men muſt immediately, he 
ſaid, be ſent for, to remove the body. 

She then gave orders for that purpoſe, 

which were inſtantly executed. _ 

Whither the body was to go was the next 
queſtion : Cecilia wiſhed the removal to be 
directly to the town-houſe, but Sir Robert 
told her it muſt be carried to the neareſt un- 
dertaker's, and kept there till it could be 
conveyed to town in a coffin. 

For this, alſo, in the name of Mrs 15 
Tel, ſhe gave directions. And then addreſ. 
ſing herſelf to Sir Robert, © You will now, 
Sir, I hope,” ſhe ſaid, return to the fatal 
ſpot, and watch by your late unfortunate 
friend, till the proper people arrive to take 
charge of him; pen 5 

* And 
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= . 
« And what good will that do?” cried 
| he; © had I not better watch by you!“ 
It will do good,“ anſwered ſhe, with 
ſome ſeverity, “to decency and to humani- 


ty; and ſurely you cannot refuſe to ſee who 
is with him, and in what ſituation he lies, and 


Whether he has met, from the ſtrangers with 


whom he was left, the tenderneſs and care 
which his friends ought to have paid him.“ 

Will you promiſe, then, he anſwered, 
not to go away till I come back? for I 
have no great ambition to facrifice the living 
for the dead.“ 

J will promiſe nothing, Sir, ſaid the, 
ſhocked at his callous inſenſibility; “ but if 
you refuſe this laſt poor office, I muſt apply 
elſewhere; and firmly 1 believe there is no 
other I can aſk who will a monient heſitate 
in complying.““ 

She then went back to Mrs Harrel, leav- 
_ Ing, however, an impreſſion upon the mand 

of Sir Robert, that made him no longer dare 
diſpute her commands. 

Her next ſolicitude was how they ſhould 
return to town: they had no equipage of 


their own, and the only ſervant who came 


with them was employed in performing the 
laſt duties for his deceaſed maſter. Her firſt 
intention was to order a hackney coach, but 
the deplorable ſtate of Mrs Harrel made it 
almoſt impoſſible ſhe could take the ſole care 
of her, and the lateneſs of the night, me 
, 2 en? r 
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their diſtance from home, gave her a __ 
invincible togoing ſo far wit out ſome gua 
or aſſiſtant. Mr Marriot earneſtly deſired - 
have the honour of conveying” them to Port- 
man- ſquare in his own Peer and notwith- 
ſtanding there were many objections to ſuch 
a propofal, the humanity of his behaviour 
upon the preſent occaſion,. and the evident 
veneration which accompanied his paſſion, 
joined to her encreaſing averſion to the Baro- 
net, from whom ſhe could not endure to re. 
ceivethe ſmalleſt obligation, determined her, 
after much perplexity and heſitation, to ac- 
cept his offer. 

She begged him, cherefore, to immediate- 
ly order his coach, and, happy to obey her, 
he went out with that deſign ; 3 but, inſtantly 
coming back, told her, in a low voice, that 
they muſt wait ſome time longer, as the un- 
dertaker's people were then entering the gar. 
den, and if they ſtayed not till the. removal 
had taken place, Mrs Harrel might be 
Hocked with the ſight of ſome of the men, 
or perhaps even meet the dead body. 

Cecilia, thanking him for this conſiderate 
precaution, readily agreed to defer ſetti 
out ; devoting, mean time, all herattention 
to Mrs Harrel, whoſe ſorrow, though vio- 
lent, forbad not conſolation. But before the 
garden was cleared, and the carriage ordered, 
Sir Robert returned; faying to Cecilia, with 
3 * obediencowtichſemed to 

aim 
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claim ſome applauſe, © Miſs Beverley, your 
commands have been executed.” 


Cecilia made not any anſwer, and he pre- 1 
ſently added Whenever you chuſe to go i and 
will order up my coach.” ſuch 
My coach, Sir,“ ſaid Mr Marriot, the 
6 will be ordered when the ladies are ready, " 
and I hope to have the honour myſelf of pleat 
conducting them to town.“ have 
No, Sir,” cried the Baronet, <* that can at le 
never be; my long acquaintance with Mrs 8i 
Harrel gives me a prior right to attend her, angr 
and I can by no means ſuffer any other al — key. © 
ſon to rob me of it.“ ſent] 
.. *© I have nothing,” faid Mr Marriot, © to to ye 
ſay to that, Sir; but Miſs Beverley herſelf talk 
has done me the honour to conſent to make berty 
uſe of my carriage.” | | Ce 
Miss Beverley, I Fi 77 faid Sir Ro- migh 
bert, extremely piqued, * can never have niſhe 
| ſent me out of the way in order to execute digni 
her own commands, merely to deprive me of time 
the pleaſure of attending her and Mrs Har- indiff 
rel home,” _ deed 
Cecilia, ſomewhat alarmed, now fought bo can at 
leflen the favour of her deciſion, though ſhe it ſon 
adhered to it without wavering. riot n 
My intention,” faid ſhe, © was not to and « 
confer, but to receive an obligation; and I | Suf 
had hoped, while Mr Marriot aſſiſted: us, bowe: 
Sir Robert would be far more humanely em- and tl 


F in taking charge of what we cannot dies c 
; ſuperintend, 25 


ann Fre o_ are dats more an- 
xious ſhould not be neglected.“ 

« That,“ ſaid Sir Robert, < is all done; 
and I hope, therefore, after ſending me upon 
ſuch an errand, you don't mean to refuſe me 
the pleaſure of ſceing you to town?” 

“ Sir Robert,“ ſaid Cecilia, greatly diſ- 
pleaſed, © I cannot argue with you now; I 
have already ſettled my plan, and I am not 

at leiſure to re- conſider it.“ | 

Sir Robert bit his lips for a moment in 
angry ſilence; but not enduring to loſe the 
victory to a young rival he deſpiſed, he pre- 
ſently ſaid, If I muſt talk no more about it 
to you, madam, I muſt at leaſt beg leave to 
talk of it to this gentleman, | and take the li. 
berty to repreſent to him—'? __ 

Cecilia now, dreading 5 his ſpeech 
might be anſwered, prevented its being fi- 
niſhed, and with an air of the moſt ſpirited 


dignity, ſaid, Is it poſſible, Sir, chat at a 


time ſuch as this, you ſhould not be wholly 


indifferent to a matter ſo frivolous? little in- 


deed will be the pleaſure which our ſociety 
can afford! your diſpute, however, has given 


it ſome importance, and therefore Mr Mar- 


riot muſt accept my thanks for his civility, 
and excuſe me for retracting my conſent.” 
Supplications and remonſtrances were, 
however, Kill poured upon her from both, 
and the danger, the impoſſibility that two la- 


dies could go to town alone, in a hackney 
coach, 
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coach, and without even a ſervant, at near 
four o'clock in the morning, they mutually 
_ urged, vehemently entreating that ſhe would 


run no ſuch hazard. „ 
Cecilia was far otherthan inſenſible totheſe 


repreſentations; thedanger, indeed, appeared 
to her fo formidable, that her inclination the 


whole time oppoſed her refuſal; yet her re- 
pugnance to giving way to the overbearing 
Baronet, and her fear of his reſentment if ſhe 


littened to Mr Marriot, forced her to be 
ſteady, fince ſhe ſaw that her preference 


would prove the ſignal of a quarrel. 
Inattentive, therefore, to their joint perſe- 
cution, ſhe again dehberated by what poſſible 
method the could get home in - fafety ; but 
unable to deviſe any, ſhe at laſt reſolved to 
make-enquiries of the people in the bar, who 


had been extremely humane and civil, whe. 


ther they could aſſiſt or couinſel her. She 
therefore deſired the two gentlemen to take 
care of Mrs Harrel, to which neither dared 


difſent, as both could not refuſe, and haſtily 


ariſing, went out of the room: but great in- 
deed was her ſurprize when; as ſhe was walk- 


ing up to the bar, ſhe was addreſſed by 
young Delvile! hy! | 


Approaching her with that air of gravity 


and diſtance which of late he had affumed in 


her prefence, he was beginning ſome ſpeech 
about his mother; but the inſtant the found 


of his voice reached Cecilia, ſhe joyfully 


| claſped 


FV 97 
claſped her hands, and eagerly exclaimed, 
6 Mr Delvile -O now we are "afe TONER is 
fortunate indeed!“ 

“Safe, madam,” criedhe aſtoniſhed, << FO 
I hope ſo Has any thing endangered your 
ſafety !?”? 

O no matter for danger,” cried ſhe; 
«© e will now truſt ourſelves with you, and 
I am ſure you will protect us.. 

Protect you!“ repeated he again, and 
with warmth, yes, while Ilive But what 
is the matter ?—why are you ſo pale ?---are 
you ill ?---are you frightened !---what is the 
matter?“ 

And loſing all coldneſs and reſerve, with 
the utmoſt earneſtneſs he begged her to ex- 
plarn herſelf. 

Do you not know,” cried ſhe, “ what 
has happened? Can you be here, and not 
have heard it?“ 

“Heard what?“ cried he; I am but 


this moment arrived: my mother grew un- 


eaſy that ſne did not ſee you; ſhe ſent to 
your houſe, and was told that you were not 
returned from Vauxhall; ſome other circum- 
ſtances alſo alarmed her, and therefore, late 
as it was, I came hither myſelf. The inſtant 
| entered this place, I ſaw you here. This 
is all my hiſtory ; tell me now yours. Where 
is your party? where are Mr and Mr Har. 
rel? Why-are you alone?“ 
O aſk not!“ cried ſhe, © I cannot tell 
Vol. II. „„ you: 
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you take us but under your care, and vou 
will ſoon know all.”? | 

She then hurried from him, and returning 
to Mrs Harrel, ſaid the had now a convey. 
ance at once fafeand proper, and begged her 
to riſe and come away. | 

The gentlemen, however, roſe firſt, each 
of them declaring he would himſeif attend 
them. 5 
No, aid. Ges ſteadily, 5 chat trou- 
ble will now be ſuperfluous: Mrs Delvile 
herſelf has ſent for me, and her ſon i is now 
waiting till we join him.“ | 

Amazement and diſappointment at this 
intelligence were vihble in the faces of them 
both: Cecilia waited not a ſingle queſtion, 
but finding ſhe was unable to ſupport Mrs 
Harrel, who rather ſuffered herſelf to be car- 
ried than led, ſhe entruſted her between 
them, and ran forward to ae of Delvile 
if his carriage was ready. 

She found him with a look of horror that 
told the tale he had been hearin „liſtening to 
one of the waiters: the moment the appeared, 
he flew to her, and with the utmoſt emotion 
exclaimed, ** Amiable Miſs Beverley! what 
a dreadful Corte have you witneſled! what a 
cruel taſk have you a performed! ſuch 
ſpirit with ſuch ſoftneſs! ſo much preſence 
of mind with ſuch feeling! But you are all 
excellence: human n nature can je no ongher: 


J 


8." 
* 3 
4 FA 


n oþ 


{ believe indeed you are its moſt perfect or-" 


nament - 25 


Praiſe ſuch as this, ſo unexpected, and de- 
livered with ſuch energy, Cecilia heard not 
without pleaſure, even at a moment when her 
hole mind was occupied by matters foreign 
to its peculiar intereſts. She made, however : 
her enquiry about the carriage, and he told 
her that he had come in a hackney coach, 
which was waiting for him at the door. 

Mrs Harrel was now brought in, and lit- 
tle was the recompence her aſſiſtants received 
for their aid, when they ſaw Cecilia ſo con- 


tentedly engaged with young Delvile, whoſe 


eyes were rivetted on her face, with an ex- 
preſſion of the moſt lively admiration: each, 
however, then quitted the other, and haſten- 
ed to the fair mourner; no time was now 
loſt, Mrs Harrel was ſupported to the coach, 
Cecilia followed her, and Delvile, jumping 
in after them, ordered the man to drive to 
Portman. ſquare. 

Sir Robert and Mr Marriet, 3 
though enraged, ſaw their departure in paſ- 
five Bande the right of attendance they had 
io tenaciouſly denied to each other, here ad- 
mitted not of diſpute.: Delvile upon this oc- 
caſion appeared as the repreſentative of his 
father, and his authority ſeemed the autho- 
rity of a guardian. Their only conſolation 
was, that neither had yielded to the other, 
alk all ſpirit of altercation or revenge was 
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ann. 
ſunk in their mutual mortification. At the 


petition of thewaiters, from ſullen but proud 


emulation, they paid the expences of the 


night; and then throwing themſelves into 
their carriages, returned to their reſpective 


CS. 5 


QOH © 
3 SOLUTION. 
\ URING the ride to ben mot merely 
Cecilia, but Delvile himſelf attended 


wholly to Mrs Harrel, whoſe grief, as it be- 
came leſs violent, was more eaſy to be ſooth- 


ed. . 


The diſtreſsof this eventful night was how- 
ever not yet over; when they came to Port- 


man- ſquare, Delvile eagerly called to the 


coachman not to drive up to the houſe, and 
anxiouſly begged Cecilia and Mrs Harrel to 


ſit ſtill, while he went out himſelf to make 
ſome enquiries. They were ſurpriſed at the 


requeſt, yet immediately conſented; but be- 


fore he had quitted them, Daviſon, who was 


watching their return, came up'to them with 
information that an execution was then in 
V 

Freſh miſery was now opened for Mrs 


Harrel, 


r 


2 fd 8 
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Harrel, and freſh horror and perplexity for 
Cecilia. She had no longer, however, the 
whole weight either of thought or of con- 
duct upon herſelf ; Delvile in her cares took 
the moſt animated intereſt ; and beſeeching 
her to wait a moment and appeaſe her friend, 
he went himſelf into the houſe to learn the 
ſtate of the affair. V 
He returned in a few minutes, and ſeemed 
in no haſte to communicate what he had 
heard, but entreated them both to go imme- 
diately to St James's-ſquare. 
Cecilia felt extremely fearful of offending 
his father by the introduction of Mrs Harrel ; 
yet ſhe had nothing better to propoſe, and 
therefore, after a ſhort and diſtreſſed argu- 
ment, ſhe complied. 
Delvile then told her that the alarm of his 
mother, at which he had already hinted, pro- 
ceeded from a rumour of this very misfor- 
tune, to which, though they knew not whe- 
ther they might give credit, was owing the 
anxiety which at ſo late at hour, had induced 
him to go to Vauxhall in ſearch of her. 
They gained admittance without any diſ- 
turbance, as the ſervant of young Delvile had 
been ordered to fit up for his maſter. Cecilia 
much diſliked thus taking poſſeſſion of the 
houſe in the night-time, though Delvile, ſo- 
licitous to relieve her, deſired ſhe would not 
waſte a thought upon the ſubject, and making 
his ſervant ſhew her the room which had been 
OO 5 prepared 
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prepared for her reception, he begged her 


to compoſe her ſpirits, and to comfort her 
friend, and promiſed to acquaint his father 
and mother, when they aroſe, with what had 
happened, that the might be faved all pain 
trom ſurpriſe or curioſity when they met. 
This ſervice ſhe thankfully accepted, for 
ſhe dreaded, after the liberty ſhe had taken, 
to encounter the pride of Mr Delvile without 
ſome previous apology; and ſhe feared ſtill 
more to ſee his lady without the ſame pre- 


paration, as her frequent breach of appoint- 


ment might reaſonably have offended her, 
and as her diſpleaſure would affect her more 
deeply. | Fe ON 


It was now near fix o'clock, yet the hours 


ſeemed as long as they were melancholy till 
the family aroſe. They ſettled to remain 
quiet till ſome meſſage was ſent to them; but 
before any arrived, Mrs Harrel, who was 
ſeated upon the bed, wearied by fatigue and 
forrow, cried herſelf to ſleep like a child. 
Cecilia rejoĩced in ſeeing this reprieve from 
affliction, though her keener ſenſations un- 
fitted her from partaking of it. Much indeed 
was the uncaſineſs which kept her awake; 


the care of Mrs Harrel ſeemed to devolve 


upon herſelf, the reception ſhe might meet 
from the Delviles was uncertain, and the 
horrible adventures of the night refuſed for 
a moment to quit her remembrance. | 
At ten-o'dock, a meſſage was brought 
one. oe Oo 
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from Mrs Delvile, to know whether they | 


were ready for breakfaſt. _ 
Mrs Harrel was ſtill aſleep, but Cecilia 
carried her own he by MY Rh: down 


ar; 
In her way ſhe was met @y youn & Delvile, 


whoſe air, upon firſt approaching her, ſpoke 


him again prepared to addreſs her with the 
moſt diſtant gravity : but almoſt the moment 
he looked at her, he forgot his purpoſe ; her 
paleneſs, the heavineſs of her eyes, and the 
fatigue of long watching betrayed by her 
whole face, again ſurpriſed him into all the 


tenderneſs of anxiety, and he enquired after 


her health not as a compliment of civility, 
but as a queſtion in which his whole heart 


vas moſt deeply intereſted: | 
Cecilia thanked him ſor his attention to 


her friend the night before, and then pro- 


ceeded to his mother. 
Mrs Delvile, coming forward to meet her, 
removed at once all her fears of diſpleaſure, 


and baniſhed all neceſſity of apolc gy, by in- 


ſtantly embracing her, and warmly exclaim- 
ing, Charming Miſe Beverley! how ihall I 


ever tell you half the admiration with which 


have heard of your conduct! The exertion 
of ſo much fortitude, at a juncture when a 
weaker mind would have been overpowered 
by terror; and a heartleſs under the dominion 


of well-regulated principles, would have- 


3 only its own relief by flying from 
E4 diſtreſs 
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diſtreſs and confuſion, ſhews ſuch propriety of 11 
mind, as can only reſult from the union of my 
good ſenſe with virtue. You! are indeed a ow 
noble creature! I thought ſo from the mo- he 
ment I beheld you; I ſhall think fo, I hope, 
to the laſt that I live!” TEE. do 
Cecilia, penetrated with joy and gratitude ba 
felt in that inſtant the ampleſt recompenſe lat 
for all that ſhe had ſuffered, and for all that op 
fhe had loſt. duch praiſe from Mrs Delvile be: 
was alone ſufficient to make her happy; but 1 
when ſhe conſidered hence it ſprung, and 80 
that the circumſtances with which ſhe was ſo or 
much ſtruck, muſt have been related to her <5 
by her fon, her delight was augmented toan 
emotion the moſt pleaſing ſhe could expe. fa 
rience, from ſeeing how high ſhe was held in = 
the eſteem of thoſe who were higheſt in her RY 
„„ 1 NC 
Mrs Delvile then, with the utmoſt cor- | 
diality, began to talk of her affairs, ſaving &a 
her the pain of propoſing the change of ha- vi 
bitation that now ſeemed unavoidable, by an Ul 
immediate invitation to her houſe, which ſhe al 
made with as much delicacy as if Mr Har- H 
rel's had ſtill been open to her, and choice, Aar 
not neceſſity, had directed her removal. The w 
whole family, ſhe told her, went into the EH... 
country in two days; and ſhe hoped that a w 
new ſcene, with quietneſs and early hours, 'C 
would reſtore both tne bloom and ſprightli- 40 


neſs which her late cares and reſtleſſneſs had 
| | SITY injured, 


C E c LE I A. Io 
infuned; And though ſhe very ſeriouſly la- 


mented the raſh action of Mr Harrel, ſhe 


much rejoiced in the acquiſition which her 


own houſe and happineſs would receive from 


her ſociety. _ 
She next diſcuſſed the ſituation of her wi- 
dowed friend, and Cecilia produced the pac- 


ket which had been entruſted to her by her 
late huſband. Mrs Delvile adviſed her to 


open it in the preſence of Mr Arnott, and 
begged her to fend for any other of her 
friends. ſhe might with to ſee or conſult, and 


to claim freely from herſelf whatever advice 


or aſſiſtance ſhe could beſtow. 
And then, without waiting for Mr Del- 
vile, ſhe ſuffered her to ſwallow a haſty break- 
faſt, and return to Mrs Harrel, whom ſhe 
had deſired the ſervants to attend, 2s ſhe con- 
cluded that in her preſent ſituation ſlie would 
not chuſe to make her appearance. 
Cecilia, lightened now from all her own: 
cares, more pleaſed than ever with Mrs Del- 
vile, and enchanted that at laſt ſhe was ſet- 
tled under her roof, went back with as much 
ability as inclination to give comfort to Mrs. 
Harrel. She found her but juſt awaking, 
and ſcarce yet conſcious. where ſhe Was, or 
wap not in her own houſe. - 
As her powers of recollection returned, ſhe: 
Was foothed with the ſofteſt compaſſion by 
Cecilia, who, in purſuance of Mrs Delvile's. 
| Adhiees ſent her ſervant in ſearch of Mr Ar- 
"3 "A 
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nott, and in conſequence of her permiſſion, 

wrote a note of invitation to Mr Monckton. 
Mr Arnott, whowas already in town, ſoon 

arrived; his own man, whom he had left to 

watch the motions of Mr. Harrel, havin 

early in the morning rode to the place of his 


retreat, with the melancholy tidings of the | 


tuicide "and execution. 

Cecilia inſtantly went down. ſtairs to him. 
The meeting was extremely painful to them 
both. Mr Arnott ſeverely blamed himſelf 
for his flight, believing it had haſtened the 
fatal N which ſome. further facrifices 
might perhaps have eluded; and Cecilia half 
repented the adviceſhe hadgiven him, though 
the failure of her own efforts proved the fitu- 
ation of Mr Harrel too deſperate for remedy. 

He then made the tendereſt enquiries about 
Eis ſiſter, and entreated her to communicate 


to him the minuteſt particulars of the dread- 


ful tranſaction: after which, ſhe. produced 
the packet, but neither of them had the cou- 


rage to break the ſeal; and concluding the 


contents would be no leſs than his laſt wil, 

they determined ſome third perſon ſhould be 
- preſent when they opened it. Cecilia wiſhed 
much for Mr Monckton, but as his being 
immediately found was uncertain, and the 
acket might conſiſt of orders which ought 

not to be delayed, ſhe propoſed, for the 1ake 
of expedition, to call in Mr Delvile. - 
Mr Arnott * agreed, and ſhe ſent 
; to 


FOE IO EPO, ron ne ER EI wakes, * 


G ETG EN I 107 


to beg a moment's audience with that gentle- 
man. 

She was earn to walk into the break aft- 
room, where he was s Suing with his dg, and 
his fon... - fc 
Not ſuch was now her reception as N — 5 
ſhe entered that apartment before. Mr Del- 
vile looked diſpleaſed and out of humour, 
and, making her a ſtiff bow, while his ſon. 
brought her a chair, coldly ſaid, If you are 
_ hurried, Miſs Beverley, I will attend you di- 
rectly; if not, I will finifh my breaktaſt, as 
I ſhall have but little time the reit of the 
morning, from the concourſe of people upon 
buſineſs, who will croud upon me till dinner, 


moſt of whom will be extremely diſtreſſed if : 


L leave townwithout contriving to ſeethem. 
“ There is not the leaſt occaſion, Sir, 


anſwered Cecilia, © that I ſhould trouble you 


to quit the room: I merely came to beg du 


would have the goodneſs to be preſent, while 


Mr Arnott opens a ſmall packet which was 


laſt night put into my hands by Mr Harrel.“ 


And has Mr Arnott,”” anſwered he: 
fomewhat ſternly, thought proper to ſend . 


me ſuch a requelt ??? 


*« No, Sz,” ſaid Cecilia, 00 the: requeſt 1 ON 
mine; and if, as I now fear, it is Avpenth 1 K 


28 


n 1 mult entreat you to forget, WF ror 
85 ** far as relates merely to myſelf, * fe- 7 


turned Mr Delvile, it is another; matter; 


but certainly Mr Arnott can have no poſlible | 
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claim upon my time or attention; and Ithink 
it rather extraordinary, that a young man 
with whom I have no ſort of connection or 
commerce, and whoſe very name is almoſt 
unknown to me, ſhould ſuppoſe a perſon in 
my ſtile of life ſo little occupied as to be 
wholly at his command.“ 
He had no ſuch idea, Sir,“ ſaid Cecilia, 
greatly diſconcerted ; © the honour of your 
preſence is merely ſolicited by myſelf, and 
fimply from the apprehenfions that ſome di- 
rections may be contained in the papers, 
which, perhaps, ought immediately to be 
executed.“ e 5 
I am not, I repeat,” faid Mr Delvile, 
more mildly, *< diſpleaſed at your part of 
this tranſaction; your want of experience and 
knowledge of the world makes you not at all 
aware of the conſequences which may follow 
my compliance: the papers you ſpeak of 
may perhaps be of great importance, and 
hereafter the firſt witneſſes to their being read 
may be publicly called upon. You know 
not the trouble ſuch an affair may occaſion, 
but Mr Arnott ought to be better informed.“ 
Cecilia, making another apology for the 
_-*exror which ſhe had committed, was in no 
mall confuſion quitting the room; but Mr 


Dave, perfectly appeaſed by ſeeing her din?! 
Nee, ſtopt her, to fay, with much graciouſ- +» | | 
neſs, For your fake, Mifs Beverley, I am 
ſorry I cannot act in this buſineſs; but 1 


CRIGTHL IA 
ſee how I am ſituated ! overpowered with 


affairs of my own, and people who can do 


nothing without my orders. Beſides, thould 
there hereafter be any inveſtigation into the 
matter, my name might, perhaps, be men- 
_ tioned; and it would be ſuperfluous to ſay 
how ill I ſhould think it ufed by being 
brought into ſuch company.“ 

Cecilia then left the room, ſecretly vow- 
ing that no poſſible exigence ſhould in future 


tempt her to apply for aſſiſtance to Mr Del- 


vile, which, however oſtentatioufly offered, 
was conſtantly with-held when claimed. 
She was beginning to communicate to Mr 
Arnott her ill ſuccefs, when young Delvile, 
with an air of eagerneſs, followed her into 
the room. Pardon me, he cried, © for 
this intruſion,—but, tell me, is it impoſſible 
that in this affair I can repreſent my father? 
may not the office you meant for him, de- 
volve upon me? remember how near we are 
to each other, and honour me for once with 
ſuppoſing us the ſame!” > 
Ah who, or what, thought Cecilia, can be 
fo different! She thanked him, with much 
ſweetneſs, for his offer, but declined accept- 
ing it, faying, I will not, now Iknow the 
inconveniencies of my requeſt, be ſo ſelfiſh 
as even to fuffer it ſhould. be granted.“ 
„ You mult not deny me,” cried he; 
« where is the packet? why ſhould you loſe 
2 moment? D 
RR *« Rather 
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% Rather aſk, anſwered ſhe, why I 
ſhould permit you to loſe. a moment in a mat- 


ter that does not concern you? and to riſk, 
perhaps, the loſs of manymoments hereafter, 


from a too incautious politeneſs. And 


what can I riſk, cried he, half ſo pre- 
cious as your ſmalleſt ſatisfaction? Do you 
ſuppoſe I can flatter myſelf with a poſlibility 
of contributing to it, and yet have the reſo- 
lation to refuſe myſelf ſomuch pleaſure? No, 
no, the heroic times are over, and N 
is no longer in faſhion !* - 

Jou are very good,“ ſaid Cecilia; but 
indeed after what has paſſed "= 


& No matter for park has ſed. 18 * | 


rupted he, e are now to think of what is 
to come. I know you too well to doubt 
your impatience in the execution of a com- 
miſſion which circumſtances have rendered 


ſacred; and ſhould any thing either be done 


or omitted contrary to the directions in your 
packet, will you not be apt, blameleſs as you 
are, to diſturb yourſelf with a thouſand fears 
that you took not proper methods for he 
diſcharge. of your truſt? | 

There was ſomething in this r 0 fo 
like his former behaviour, and ſo far re- 
moved from his late reſerve, that Cecilia, 
who perceived it with a pleaſure ſhe could 
hardly diſguiſe, now oppoſed him no longer, 
but took up the packet, and broke the ſeah 

And then, to her no ſmall n 0 


ſtead 


enorn 


As 
liance 
you 


mas. 
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ſtead of the expected will, ſhe found a roll of 
enormous bills, and a collection of letters 
from various creditors, threatening the ut- 
moſt ſeverity of the law, if their demands 
were longer unanſwered. | 

Upon a {ſlip of paper which held theſe to- 
W was written, in Mr Harrel's Hand, 


' To be all paid to-night with & BULLET. 


Next appeared two letters of another ſort; 
the firſt of which was from Sir Robert F loyer, 
and in THO words: 
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As all LAs are now over of ha al- 

lance, I hope you will excuſe my reminding 

you of the affair at Brookes's of laſt Chriſt- 
mas. 1 have the honour to be, 
SIR, Your? 85 

R. FLOVER. 
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e was from Mr Marriot. 


> SIR, , | 
Though I mhould think 3 1 for 
the ſmalleſt hope, I muſt take the liberty to 
ſay I think ita great deal for only ten minutes: 
you can't have forgot, Sir, the terms of our 
agreement, but as I find you cannot keep to 
them, I muſt beg to be off alſo on my fide; 
and I am perſuaded you are too much a man 
of honour o take advantage of my over- 
eagerneſs 


112 a eee 


eagerneſs in parting with my money without 
better ſecurity. 1 7 7 
0 | 
Your moſt humble ſervant, 
1 A. Marriot. 


What a ſcene of fraud, double. dealing, 
and iniquity was here laidopen! Ceciha, who 
at firſt meant to read every thing aloud, 
found the attempt utterly vain, for fo much 
was ſhe ſhocked, that ſhe could hardly read 
on to herſelf. Wo: 

Laſt of all appeared a paper in Mr Har- 


rel's own hand-writing, containing theſe 


Words: 


For Mrs HaRREI., Mifs BEVERLEV, and 
P , 


I can ſtruggle no longer, the laſt blow muſt 


now be ſtruck! another day robs me of my 


| houſe and my liberty, and blaſts me by the 


fatal diſcovery.of my double attempts. 
I his is what I have wiſhed; wholly to be 
freed, or ruined paſt all reſource, and driven 
to the long: projected remedy. 

A burthen has my exiſtence been theſe two 


ears, gay as I have appeared; not a night 
favs I gone to bed, but heated and inflamed 


from a gaming table; not a morning have I 
awaked, but to be ſoured with a dun! 

I would not lead ſuch a life again, * 
5 ö lave 


llave v 
change 

Had 
plough 


than m 


Idlen 
of ſom 
A g 
me, — 
gaged-fi 
ſures a1 
ſolely. 
will ſee 
live bet 
If anz 


| [ have I 


Beverle. 
To b 
hard, I 
is not tl 
long wiſ 
bittered 
within n 
alcs my 
demands 
what m 
for me, | 
gentle M 


Wretc! 


religion, 
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lave who works hardeſt at the oar would 
change with me. 

Had I a ſon, I would "a queath him 2 
blough; I ſhould then 2 him Happier 
han my parents left me. 

Idleneſs has been my deſtruction; the want 
f ſomething to-do Jed me into all evil. 

A good wife perhaps might have faved 
ne, mine, I thank her! tried not. Diſen- 
aged from me and my affairs, her ownplea- 
ures. and amuſements have occupied her 


olely. Dreadful will be. the cataſtrophe ſhe 


vill ſee to-night; let her bring it home, and 


ive better! 

If any pity is felt for me, it will be When 
have leaſt deſerved it! Mr Arnott—Mils 
zeverley! it will come from you! 

To bring myſelf to this final reſolution 


ard,. I confeſs, have been my conflicts: it 


s not that I have feared death, no, I have- 
ong wiſhed it, forſhame and dread have em- 
ittered my days; but ſomething there is 
vithin me that cauſes a deeper horror, — that 
{ks my preparation for another world! that 
lemands my authority for quitting this 
hat may hereafter—O terrible! Pray 
or me, generous Miſs Beverley kind, 
entle Mr Arnott, r for me 


Wretch as Mr Harrel appeared, without 
dligion, principle, or honour, this incohe- 
rent 
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rent letter, evidently written in the deſperate 
moment of determined ſuicide, very much 
affected both Cecilia and Mr Arnott ; and 
in ſpite either of abhorrence or reſentment, 
they mutual y thed tears over r the addreſs to 
tees. 

Delvile, to whous everyp art of the afkir 
was new; could-only ener theſe papers as 
fo many ſpecimens of guilt and infamy ; he 
read them, therefore, with aſtoniſhment and 
deteſtation, and openly congratulated Cecilia 


O 


were ſpread for he.. 
While this was paſling, Me eon 


upon having eſcaped the ne ſnares that 


arrived; who felt but little ſatisfaction from 


beholding the lady of his heart in confiden- 
tial diſcourſe with two of his rivals, one of 


whom had long attacked her by the danger- 
ous flattery of perſeverance, and the other 


without any attack, had an ee pet more 
powerful. | 

Delvile, having performed the office for 
which he came, concluded, upon the en- 
trance of Mr Monckton, chat Cecilia had 


nothing further to wiſh from him; for her 


long acquaintance with that gentleman, his 
being a married man, and her neighbour in 
the country, were circumſtances well known 


to him: he merely, therefore, enquired if 


ſhe would honour him with any commands, 


and upon her aſſuring him * had none, he 


This 


3 withdrew. 
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This was no little relief to Mr Monckton, 
into whoſe” hands Cecilia then put the fatal 
acket; and while he was reading it, at the 
deſire of Mr Arnott, the went up bairs to 

1 Mrs Harrel for his admiſſion: | © 

Mrs Harrel, unuſed to ſolitude, and as 
eager for company when unhappy to conſole, 
as When eaſy to divert her, conſented to re- 
ceive him with pleaſure: they both wept at 
the meeting; and Cecilia, after ſome words 
of general comfort, left them together. 
She had then a very long and circumſtan- 


tial converſation with Mr Monckton, Who 


explained whatever had appeared dark in the 
writings left by Mr Harrel, and who came to 
her before he ſaw them, with full knowledge 
of what they contained. 

Mr Harrel had contracted with Sir Robert 
Floyer a large debt of honour, before the ar- 
rival in town of Cecilia; and having no power 
to diſcharge i it, he promiſed that the prize he 
expected in his ward ſhould fall to his ſhare, 
upon condition that the debt was cancelled. 

Nothing was thought more eaſy than to 
arrange this buſineſs, for the Baronet was al- 
ways to be in her way, and the report of the 
intended alliance was to keep off all other 


pretenders. Several times, however, her. 


coldneſs made him think the matter hopeleſs; 
and when he received her letter, he would 
have given up the whole affair: but Mr Har- 
rel, well knowing his inability to ſatisfy the 

claims 
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claims that would follow ſuch a defection, 
conſtantly perſuaded him the reſerve was af - 
fected, and that his own' pride and want of 
aſſiduity occaſioned all her diſcouragement. 
But while thus, by amuſing the Baronet 
with falſe hopes, he kept off his demands, 
thoſe of others were not leſs clamorous: his 
debts increaſed, his power of paying them 
diminiſhed ; he grew ſour and deſperate, and 
in one night loſt 30007. beyond what he 

could-produce, or offer any ſecurity for. 
This, as he ſaid, was what be wiſhed; and 
now: he was, for the preſent, to extricate 
himſelf by doubling ſtakes and winning, or 
to force himſelf into ſuicide by doubling ſuch 
2 loſs. For though, with tolerable eaſe, he 
could forget accounts innumerable with his 
tradeſmen, one neglected debt of honour ren- 
dered his exiſtence inſupportable 5 
For this laſt great effort, his difficulty was 
to raiſe the 3000. already due, without which 
the propoſal could not be made; and, after 
various artifices and attempts, he at length 
contrived a meeting with Mr Marriot, in- 
treated him to lend him 20001. for only two 
days, and offered his warmeſt ſervices in his 

favour with Cecilia. IT Ty 

Ihe raſh and impaſſioned young man, de- 
ceived by his accounts into believing that his 
ward was wholly at his diſpoſal, readily ad- 
vanced the money, without any other condi- 
tion than that of leave to viſit freely » _ 
5 | oule, 


— 


lightl 
oy 
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houſe, to the excluſion of Sir Robert Floyer. 1 | 
The other 1000/7.” continued Mr Monck. 1 | 8 
ton, © I know not how he obtained, but he | 1688 
certainly 'had three. You, I hope, were not 1 | 
ſo unguarded———" 12808 

„ Ah, Mr Monckton,” faid Cecilia, 1 
« blame me not too ſeverely ! the attacks 1288 
that were made,—the neceſſity of otherwiſe 1588 


betraying | the worthy and half-ruined Mr 
Arnott- 

« O fie!” cried he, © to ſuffer your un- 
derſtanding to be lulled aſleep, becauſe the 
weak -· minded Mr Arnott's could not be kept 
awake! I thought, after ſuch cautions from 
me, and ſuch experience of your own, you 
could not again have been thus duped.? 

* thought 810 too, a eg ſhe ; “ but 
yet when the trial came —indeed you 
know not how I was perſecuted.” - _ 

<« Yet you ſee, returned he, the utter 
inutility. of the attempt ; you ſee, and I told 
you before-hand, that nothing could fave 
him. 3s 

« True; but had I been firmer in refuſal, 
I might not ſo-well have known i it; I mi ht 
then have upbraided myſelf with 1 ing 
that my compliance wouldhavereſcuedhim.“ 

* You have indeed,“ cried Mr Monck- 
ton, “fallen into moſt worthleſs hands, and 
the Dean was much to blame for naming ſo 
lightly a guardian to a fortuneſuchas yours.“ 
_ ** Pardon me,” cried Cecilia, he never 

entruſted 


* 1 2 BAL 5 LR 1 > -” 1 „ => — — 1 4 _— —_ - 
R kr ERR” — v 0 . Ne 3 SIT _—_— \ * : Af 
bod ES IS —* 9 — Ty — 27 * N —— — 4 * 8 — 2 R — 5 
- . . : _ 288 7 . een e A N as re. va 
* 4 - 'X TY A 4 1 


1 di EY —_ a = _ Sy 2 
44 . LN earn — 5 r A TER os Kr EY; . A 
* k by of » ——_ N K* © a> 2 — . 


ff!!! 


entruſted him with my fortune, he commir- 


ted it wholly to Mr Briggs?” ' 
„ But if he knew not the various fibter 
fuges by which ſuch a caution might be bat- 


fled, he onght to have taken advice of thoſe _ 
who were better informed. Mr Briggs, too! 


what a wretch ! mean, low, vulgar, ſordid! 


—the whole city of London, I beheve, could 


not produce ſuch another! how unaccount- 
able to make you the ward of a man whoſe 
houſe you cannot enter without diſguſt!“ 
His houſe,” cried Cecilia, my uncle 
never wiſhed me to enter: he believed, and 
he was right, that my fortune would be ſafe 
in his hands; but for myſelf, he concluded 1 
ſhould always reſide at Mr Harrel's.” 


But does not the city at this time,” ſaid 


Mr Monckton, © abound in families where, 
while your fortune was inſecurity, you might 
yourſelt have lived with propriety? No- 
thing requires circumſpection ſo minute as 
the choice of a guardian to a girl of large 
fortune; and in general one thing only is at- 
tended: to, an appearance of property. Mo- 
rals, integrity, character, are either not 
thought of, or inveſtigated ſo ſuperficially, 
that the enquiry were as well wholly omitted.“ 
He then continued his relation. 

Mr Harrel haſtened with his 3000 /. to 
the gaming: table; one throw of the dice ſet- 
tled the buſineſs; he loſt, and ought imme- 
diateh) to have doubled the ſum. That, how- 


ever, 
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ever, Was never more likely to be in his 
power; he knew it; he knew, too, the joint 
claims of Cecilia's deceived admirers, .and 
that his houſe was again threatened with exe- 
cutions from various quarters :——he went 
home, loaded his piſtols, and took the me- 
thods already related to work himſelf 3 into 
courage for the deed. . 

The means by. which Mr Monckton had 
pr ocured theſe particulars were many and va- 
rious, and not all ſuch as he could avow ; 
ſince, in the courſe of his reſearches, he had 
tampered with ſervants. and waiters, and 
ſcrupled at no. methods that led but to diſ- 
cov DDD 
Nor did his intelligence top here. He had 
often, he ſaid, wondered at the patience: of 
Mr Harrel's creditors, but now even that 
was cleared up by a freſh proof of infa y: 
he had been himſelf at the houſe in Portmian- 


ſquare, where he was informed that Mr Har- 


rel had kept them quiet, by repeated aſſur- 
ances that his ward, in a ſhort time, meant 
to lend him money for diſcharging them all. 
Cecilia ſaw now but too clearly the reaſon 
her ſtay in his houſe was ſo important to him; 
and wondered leſs at his vehemence upon that 
ſubject, though ſhe deteſted it more. 
Oh how little,“ cried ſhe, are the gay 
and the diſſipated to be known upon a 
ſhort acquaintance ? Expenſive, indeed, and 
thoughtleſs ; and luxurious he appeared tome 
imme- 
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immediately; but fraudulent, baſe, deſign. 


ing, capable of every pernicious art of trea- 
chery and duplicity,—ſuch, indeed, I ex- 
pected not to find him; his very flightineſs 


and levity ſeemed incompatible with ſuch 


hypocriſy.“ 

« His flightineſs,“ ſaid Mr Monckton, 
& proceeded not from 1 heart, it was 
merely the effect of effort; and his ſpirits 
were as mechanical as his taſte for diverſion. 
He had not ſtrong parts, nor were his vices 
the reſult of his paſſions; had ceconomy been 


as much in faſhion as extravagance, he would 


have been equally eager to practiſe it; he was 
a mere time-ſerver, he ſtruggled but to be 


ſomething, and having neither talents nor ſen- 


timents to know what, he looked around him 


for any purſuit, and ſeeing diſtinction was 


more eaſilyattainedin the road to ruin than in 
any other, he gallopped along it, thoughtleſs 
of beingthrownwhen he came to the bottom, 
and ſufficiently gratified in ſnewing his horſe- 
manſhip by the way.“ 

And now, all that he had either to hear or 
to communicate upon this ſubject being told, 
he enquired, with a face ſtrongly expreſſive 


of his diſapprobation, why he found her at 


Mr Delvile's, and what had become of her 


reſolution to avoid his houſe? . 
Cecilia, who, in the hurry of her mind and 


her affairs, had wholly forgotten that ſuch a 


reſolution had been taken, bluſhed at the 


queſtion * 


> CARÞG I Es n Fa 
ueſtion, and could not, at firſt, recollect 


what had urged her to break it: but when he 


proceded to mention Mr Briggs, ſhe was 
no longer diſtrefled ; ſhe gave a circumſtan- 
tial account of her viſit to him, related the 
mean miſery in which he lived, and told him 
the impracticability of her reſiding in ſuch a 
houſe. : 8 

Mr Monckton could now in decency make 


no further oppoſition, however painful and 
reluctant was his acquieſcence; yet before he 
quitted her, he gave himſelf the conſolation 
of conſiderably obliging her, and ſoftened his 
chagrin by the ſweetneſs of her acknowledg. 


ments. 


He enquired how much money in all ſhe 


had now taken up of the Jew; and hearing it 


was gogol. he repreſented to her the addi- 


tional loſs ſhe muſt ſuffer by paying an exor- 
bitant intereſt for ſo large a ſum, and the al- 
moſt certainty with which ſhe might be aſ- 
ſured of very groſs impoſition: heexpatiated, 
alſo, upon the injury which her character 
might receive in the world, were it known 
that ſhe uſed ſuch methods to procure money, 
ſince the circumſtances which had been her 
inducement would probably either be unno- 
ticed or miſrepreſented ; and when he had 
awakened in her much uneaſineſs and regret 
upon this ſubject, he offered to pay the Jew 
without delay, clear her wholly from his 

Vol. III. 0 
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power, and quietly receive the money when 
ſhe came of age from herſelff. 

A propoſal ſo truly friendly made her look 
upon the regard of Mr Monckton in a higher 
and  nobler point of view than her utmoſt 
eſteem and reverence had hitherto placed it: 
yet ſhe declined at firſt accepting the offer, 
from an apprehenſion it might occaſion him 
inconvenience ; but when he aſſured her he 
had a yet Kr 6 ſum lying at preſent uſeleſs 
in a banker's hands, and promiſed to receive 
the ſame intereſt for his money he ſhould be 

aid from the funds, ſhe joyfully liſtened to 

im; and it was ſettled that they ſhould ſend 
for the Jew, take his diſcharge, and utterly 
diſmiſs him. | 

Mr Monckton, however, fearful of ap- 
pearing too officious in her affairs, wiſhed 
not to have his part in the tranſaction pub- 

liſhed, and adviſed: Cecilia not to reveal the 
matter to the Delviles. But great as was his 
aſcendant over her mind, her averſion to my- 
ſtery and hypocriſy were {till greater; ſhe 
would not, therefore, give him this promiſe, 
though her on deſire to wait fomeſeaſonable 
opportunity for diſcloſing it, made her con- 
fent that their meeting with the Jew ſhould 
be at the houſe of Mrs Roberts in Fetter- 
lane, at twelve o'clock the next morning; 
where ſhe might alſo ſee Mrs Hill and her 
children before ſhe left town. 15 


They 


FCVFWH᷑'nl 8 
They now parted, Cecilia charmed more 


than ever with her friend, whoſe kindneſs, as 


ſhe ſuſpected not his motives, ſeemed to 


ſpring from the moſt diſintereſted genero- 


ſity. 


That, however, was the ſmalleſt feature in 


the character of Mr Monckton, who was 
entirely a man of the world, ſhrewd, pene- 
trating, attentive tc his intereſt, and watch- 
ful of every advantage to improve it. In the 
ſervice he now did Cecilia, he was gratified 


by giving her pleaſure, but that was by no 
means his only gratification : he ſtill hoped 


her fortune would one day be his own, he was 
glad to tranſact any buſineſs with her, and 


happy in making her owe to him an obliga- 


tion: but his principal inducement was yet 


ſtronger : he ſaw with much alarm the faci- 


lity of her liberality; and he feared while ſhe 
continued in correſpondence with the Jew, 
that the eaſineſs with which ſhe could raiſe 
money would be a motive with her to conti- 
nue the practice whenever ſhe was ſoftened by 
diſtreſs, or ſubdued by entreaty: but he 
hoped, by totally concluding the negocia- 
tion, the temptation would be removed: and 
that the hazard and inconvenience of renew- 


ing it, would ſtrengthen her averſion to ſuch 


an expedient, till, between difficulties and 

diſuſe, that dangerous reſource would be 
thought of no more. w 

Cecilia then ee = toMrs Harrel, 3 
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ſhe found as ſhe had left, weeping in the 
arms of her brother. They conſulted upon 


what was beſt to be done, and agreed that ſhe 


ought inſtantly to leave town; for which 
purpoſe a chaiſe was ordered directly. They 
ſettled alſo that Mr Arnott, when he had 
conveyed her to his country houſe, which 
was in Suffolk, ſhould haſten back to ſuper- 
intend the funeral, and ſee if any thing could 
be ſaved from the creditors for his ſiſter. 
Vet this plan, till Cecilia was ſummoned 


to dinner, they had not the reſolution to put 


in practice. They were then obliged to be 
gone, andtheir parting was very melancholy. 
Mrs Harrel wept immoderately, and Mr 


Arnott felt a concern too tender for avowal, 


though too ſincere for concealment. Cecilia, 


however glad to change her ſituation, was 


extremely depreſſed by their ſorrow, and en- 
treated to have frequent accountsoftheir pro- 


ceedings, warmly repeating her offers of ſer- 


vice, and proteſtations of faithful regard. 


She accompanied them to the chaiſe, and 
then went to the dining parlour, where ſhe 


found Mr and Mrs Delvile, but ſaw nothing 
more of their ſon the whole day 

The next morning after breakfaſt, Mrs 
Delvile {et out upon ſome leave-taking viſits, 
and Cecilia went in a chair to Fetter-lane : 
here, already waiting for her, ſhe. met the 
punctual Mr Monckton, and the diſappoint- 


ed Jew, who moſt er Was paid oh, 
an 


ter 
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and relinquiſhed his bonds; and who found 
in the ſevere and crafty Mr Monckton, an- 
other ſort of man to deal with than the ne- 
ceſſitous and heedleſs Mr Harrel. 

As ſoon as he was diſmiſſed, other bonds 
were drawn and ſigned, the old ones were 
deſtroyed; and Cecilia, to her infinite ſatis- 
faction, had no creditor but Mr Monckton. 
Her bookſeller, indeed, was ſtill uin paid, but 
her debt with him was public, and gave her 
not any uneaſineſs. 

She now, with the warmeſt expreſſions of 

ratitude, took leave of Mr Monckton, who 
ſuffered the moſt painful ſtruggles in repreſ- 
ſing the various apprehenſions to which the 
parting, and her eſtabliſhment at the Delviles 
ve riſe. 


She then enquired briefly into the affairs of 


Mrs Hull, and having heard a ſatisfactory 
account of them, returned to St James's 5 
ſquare. 


G H A P. VIII. 
A DEBATE. 


17 was {till early, and Mrs Delvile was not 
expected till late. Cecilia, therefore, de- 


termined to make a viſit to Miſs Belfield, ta 


Fig. whom 
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whom ſhe had bcen denied during the late 
diſorders at Mr Harrel's, and whom lhe 
could notenduretogportifyby quitting town 
without ſeeing, ſincè whatever wereher doubts 
about Delvile, of her ſhe had none. 
To Portland-ſtreet, therefore, ſhe ordered 
her chair, deliberating as ſhe went whether 
it were better to adhere to the reſerve ſhehad 
hitherto maintained, or to ſatisfy her per- 
plexity at once by an inveſtigation into the 
truth. And ſtill were theſe ſcruples unde- 
cided, when, looking in at the windows as 
ſhe paſſed them to the door of the houſe, ſhe 
perceived Miſs Belfield ſtanding in the par- 
Tour with a letter in her hand which ſhew s 
fervently preſſing to her lips. 15 
Struck by this ſight, a thouſand painful 
conjectures occurred to her, all repreſentin 


that the letter was from Delvile, and all ex- 


plaining to his diſhonour the myſtery of his 
late conduct. And far were her fufpicions 
trom diminiſhing, when, upon being ſhewn 
into the parlour, Miſs Belfield, trembling 


with her eagerneſs to hide it, haſtily forced 


the letter into her pocket. 

Cecilia, ſupriſed, diſmayed, alarmed, ſtopt 
involuntarily at the door; but Miſs Belfield, 
having ſecured whatwas ſo evidentlyprecious 
to her, advanced, though not without bluſh- 
ing, and taking her hand, faid, © How good 
this is of you, madam, to come to me! when 
I did not know where to find you, and when 

. | I was 
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[ was almoſt afraid I thould have found you 
no more!“ 

She then told her, RIM the firſt news ſhe 
had heard the preceding morning, was the 
violent death of Mr Harrel, which had been 
related to her, with all its circumſtances, by 
the landlord of their lodgings, who was him- 
ſelf one of his principal creditors, and had 
immediately been at Portman-ſquare to put 
in his claims ; where he had learnt that all 
the family had quitted the houſe, which was 
entirely occupied by bailiffs. And I was 
ſo forry,”” ſhe continued, that you ſhould 
meet withany hardſhips, andnot know where 
to go, and have another home to ſeek, when 
E amfſure the commoneſt beggar would never 
want an habitation, if you had one in your 

ower to give him !-—But how fad and me- 
Ladkety you look! I am afraid this bad 
action of kiel has made you quite un- 
| happy? Ah, madam! you are too good for 
this guilty world! your own compaſſion and 
benevolence will not ſuffer you to reſt in it!“ 

Cecilia, touched by this tender miſtake of 
her preſent uneaſineſs, embraced her, and 
with en kindneſs, anſwered, No, ſweet 
Henrietta! it is youwho are Pod who are 
innocent, who are guileleſs Hou, too, [ 
hope are happy ! 35 
And are not you, madam?“ cried Hen- 
rietta, tondly returning her careſſes. Oh, 
if PLEVE not, who will ever deſerve to be! 
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T think I ſhould rather be unhappy myſelf, 
than ſee you ſo; at leaſt I am ſure I ought, 
for the whole world may be the better for 
your welfare,and as to me,—who would care 
what became of me!“ 


« Ah, Henrietta!“ cried Cecilia, 6:00 


you ſpeak 1incerely ? do you indeed nk 
yourſelf fo little valued ?? _- 

„ Why I don't ſay,” anſwered ſhe, < but 
that IJ hope there are ſome who think a little 
kindly of me, for if I had not that hope, I 


ſhould wiſh to break my heart and die! but 


what is that to the love and reverence ſo many 
have for you? 

“ Suppoſe,” ſaid Cecilia, with a forced 
ſmile, I ſhould put your love and reverence 
8 dan proof? do you think they would ſtand 

it! 93 

6 O yes, indeed I do ! and I have wiſhed 
a thouſand and a thouſand times that I could 
but ſhew you my affection, and let you ſee 
that I did not love you becauſe you were a 


great lady, and high in the world, and full of 


power to do me ſervice, but becauſe you 


were ſo good and ſo kind, ſo gentle to the 


unfortunate, and fo ſweet to every body!“ 
„„ Hold, hold,” cried Cecilia, and let 
me try if indeed, fairly and truly, you will 
anſwer what I mean to aſk.” 
& O yes,” cried ſhe warmly © if i it is *he 
deareſt ſecret I have in the world! there is 
en I will not tell 28 ; I will open my 


whole | 
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whole heart to you, and I ſhall be proud to 
think you will let me truſt you, for I am 
ſure if you did not care a little for me, you 
would not take ſuch a trouble.”? 

% You are indeed a ſweet creature!“ ſaid 
Cecilia, heſitating whether or not to take ad- 
vantage of her frankneſs, and every time 
I ſee you, T love you better. For the world 
would I not injure you,—and perhaps gur 
confidence—l know not, indeed, if it is fair 
or right to exact it ſhe ſtopt, extremel 
perplext, and while Henrietta waited her fur- 
ther enquiries, they were interrupted by the 
entrance of Mrs Belfield. 

Sure, child, cried ſhe, to her daughter, 
« you might have let me know before nov 
who was here, when you knew ſo well how 
much I wiſhed an opportunity to ſee the 
young lady myſelf: but here you come down 
upon pretence to ſee your brother, and then 
ſtay away all the morning, doing nobody 
knows what.“ 


Then, turning to Cecilia, % Ma'am,” ſhe 


continued, © I have been in the greatelt con- 
cern in the world for the little accident that 
happened when I ſaw. you before; for to be 
ſure I thought, and. indeed nobody will per- 
ſuade me to the contrary, that it was-rather 
an odd thing for ſuch a young lady as you to 
come fo often after Henny, without ſo much 
as thinking of any other reaſon; eſpecially 
when, to be ſure, there's no more compariſon 
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between her and my ſon, than between any 
thing in the world; however, if it is ſo, it is 
10, and I mean to ſay no more about it, and 
to be ſure he's as contented to think Fry as if 


he was as mere an inſignificant animal as 


could be.“ 
This matter, madam,” ſaid S 
* has ſo long been ſettled, that I am ſorry 
you thould trouble yourſelf to think of it 
again.“ | 
O, ma'am, I only mention it by the 
way of making the proper apology, for as to 
taking any other notice of it, I have quite 
left it off; though to be fore what I think I 
think ; but as to my ſon, he has ſo got the 
upper hand of me, that it all goes for no- 
thing, and I might juſt as well fing to him. 
Not that I mean to find fault with him nei- 
ther; ſo pray, ma'am, don't let what I ſay 
be to his prejudice, for I believe all the time, 
there's nobody like him, neither at this end 
of the town nor the other; for as to the 
other, he has more the look of a lord, by 
half, than of a ſhopman, and the reaſon's 
plain, for that's the ſort of company he's al- 
ways kept, as I dare ſay a lady ſuch as you 
coaiſt have ſeen long ago. But for all that, 
there's ſome little matters that we mothers 
fancy we can ſee into as well as our children; 
however, if they don't think fo, why it an- 


ſwers no purpoſe to diſpute; for as to a bet- 


ter ſon, to be ſure there never was one, and 
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that, as I always ſay, is the beſt ſign I know 
for making a good huſband.” 
During this diſcourſe, Henrietta was in the 
utmoſt confuſion, dreading left the groſſneſs 
of her mother ſhould again fend off Cecilia in 
. but Cecilia, who perceived her un- 
eaſineſs, and who was more charmed with her 
character than ever, from the ſimplicity of 
her ſincerity, determined to ſave her that 
pain, quietly hearing her harangue, and then 
quietly departing: though ſhe was much pro- 
voked to find from the complaining hints 
every inſtant thrown out, that Mrs Belfield 
was {till internally convinced her ſon's obſti- 
nate baſhfulneſs was the only obſtacle to his 
chuſing whom he pleaſed: and that though 
| ſhe no longer dared ſpeak her opinion with 
openneſs, ſhe was fully perſuaded Cecilia was 
at his ſervice. 8 5 
„And for that reaſon,” continued Mrs 
Belfield, to be ſure any lady that knew her 
own true advantage, could do nothing better 
than take totherecommendation of amother, 
who muſt naturally know more of her own 
children's diſpoſition than can be expected 
from a ſtranger: and as to ſuch a ſonas mine, 
perhaps there a'n't two ſuchin the world, for 
he's had a gentleman's education, and turn 
him which way he will, he'll ſee never a hand- 
ſomer perſon than his own ; though, poor 
dear love, he was always of the thinneſt. But 
J the 
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the misfortunes he's had to ſtruggle with 
would make nobody fatter.” - 
Here ſhe was interrupted, and Cecilia nota 


little ſurprized, by the entrance of Mr Hob- 


ion, and Mr Simkins. 

% Ladies,” cried Mr Hobſon, whom ſhe 
foon found was Mrs Belfield's landlord: © I 
would not go up ſtairs without juſt ſtopping 
to let you know alittle how the world goes.” 

Then perceiving and recollecting Cecilia, 


hs exclaimed * I am proud to ſee you again, 


ma' am, —Miſs I believe I ſhould ſay, for I 


take it you are too young a lady to be entered 


into matrimony yet.“ 
* Matrimony ?” cried Mr Simkins, - no, 
to be ſure, Mr Hobſon, how can you be ſo 
out of the way? the young lady looks more 


like a Miſs from a boarding-ſchoo, if I might 


take the liberty for to ſay ſo.” 


„Ay, more's the pity,” cried Mrs Bel- 


neld, for as to young ladies waiting and 
waiting, I don't ſee the great good of it ; 
eſpecially if a proper match offers; for as 
to a good huſpand, Lthink no lady ſhould be 
above accepting him, if he's modeſt and 
well behaved, and has been brought up with 
a genteel education.“ 


« Why as to that, ma'am,” faid Mr Sim. 


kins, © its another-gueſs matter, for as to 


the lady's having a proper ſpouſe, if I may be 
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Cecilia now, taking Henrietta's hand, was 


wiſhing her good morning; but hearing Mr 


Hobſon ſay he was juſt come from Portman- 
ſquare, her curioſity was excited, and the 
ſtayed a little longer. . 

„Sad work, ma am, ſaid he; 8 of Wt 
have thought Mr Harrel aſked us all to ſup- 
per for-the mere purpoſe of ſuch a thing as 
that! juſt to ſerve for a blind, as one may 
ſay. But when a man's conſcience is foul, 
what I ſay is, it's, ten to one but he makes 
away with himſelf. Let every man keep clear 
of the world, that's my notion, and then he 
will be in no fuch hurry to get out of it.“ 

„Why indeed, ma'am, ſaid Mr Simkins, 
advancing with many bows to Cecilia, 
4 humbly craving pardon for the liberty, I 
can't pretend for to ſay I think Mr Harrel 
did quite the honourable thing by us; for 
as to his making us drink all that champagne, 
and the like, it was a ſheer take in; ſo 
that if I was to ſpeak my mind, I can't * 
as I eſteem it much of a favour.” 


Well,“ faid Mrs Belfield, <* nothing's 


to me ſo ſurpriſing asa perſon” sbeing his own 
executioner, for as to me, if I was to die for 
it fifty times, I don't think I could do it.“ 
8 here,” reſumed Mr Hobſon, “we're 
all defrauded of our dues ! nobody's able to 
get his own, let him have worked for it ever 
o hard. Sad doings in the ſquare, Miſs! 
all at lixes and ſevens; for mt part I came 
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off from Vauxhall 2 ſoon as the thing had 


happened, hoping to get the ſtart of the 
others, or elle I — have been proud to 
wait upon you, ladies, with the particulars: 

but a man of buſineſs never ſtands upon ce- 


remony, for when money's at ſtake, that's 


out of the queſtion. However, I was too 
late, for the houfe was ſeized before ever J 
could get nigh it.“ 


“J hope, ma'am, if 1 1 may be Fe free, 


ſaid Mr Simkins, again profoundly bowing, 
that you and the other lady did not take 
it much amiſs my not coming back to you, 
for it was not out of no diſreſpect, but only 
I got ſo ſqueezed in by the ladies and gen- 

tlemen that was a looking on, that I could 


not make my way out, do what I could. 


But by what I ſee, I muſt needs fay if one's 
in never ſuch genteel company, people are 
always rather of the rudeſt when one's in a 
crowd, for if one begs and prays never ſo, 
there's no making ein comformable.“ 

% Pray,“ ſaid Cecilia, 1s it likely any 
thing will remain for Mrs Harrel ?”? 
„ Remain, ma'am ?”? repeated Mr Hob- 
ſon, © yes, a matter of a hundred bills with- 
out a receipt to em! To be ſure, ma am, I 
don't want to affront you, that was his inti- 
mate acquaintance, more eſpecially as you've 
done nothing diſreſpectful by me, which is 
more than I can ſay for Mrs Harrel, who 
ſeemed downright aſhamed of me, and of Mr 
p 8 Simkins 


e 
rr 


gimkins too, though, all things conſidered, 
would have been as well for her not to 
have been quite ſo high. But of that in its 
proper ſeaſon!“ 

% Fie, Mr Hobſon, fie,” kd the finals 
Mr Simkins, how can you be ſo hard? 


for my ſhare, I muſt needs own I think the 


poor lady's to be pitied ; for it muſt have 
been but a melancholy ſight to her, to ſee 
her ſpouſe cut off ſo in the flower of his 
youth, as one may ſay: and you ought to 
ſcorn to take exceptions ata lady's proudneſs 
when ſhe's in ſo much trouble. To be ſure, 
I can't ſay myſelf as ſhe was over complaiſant 
to make us welcome; but I hope I am above 
being ſo unpitiful as for to owe her a grudge 
for it now ſhe's ſo down in the mouth.“ 

“Let every body be civil!” cried Mr 
Hobſon, that's my notion; and. then I 
fthall be as much above being unpitiful as any 
body elſe.“ 

“ Mrs Harrel,”* faid Cecilia, „was then 
too unhappy, and is now, ſurely, too un- 
fortunate, to make it poſſible any reſentment 
_ ould be harboured againſt her.“ 

«© You ſpeak, ma' am, like a lady of ſenfe,”? 
returned Mr Hobſon, 6 and, indeed, that's 
the character I hear of you; but for all that, 
ma'am, every body's willing to ſtand up for 
their own friends, for which reaſon, ma'am, 
to be ſare you'll be making the beſt of 
it, both for the relict, and the late gentle- 


man himſelf; but, ma'am, if I was to make 
nol bold 
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bold to ſpeak my mind in a fair manner, 
what I ſhould ſay would be this: a man here 
to go ſhooting himſelf with all his debts un- 
paid, is a mere piece of ſcandal, ma'am! I 
beg pardon, but what I ſay is, the truth's 
the truth, and I can't call it by no other no- 
mination. ? . To 
Cecilia now, finding ſhe had not any chance 
7 pacifying him, rang for her ſervant and 
chair. 1 
Mr Simkins then, affecting to lower his 
voice, ſaid reproachfully to Fis friend In- 
deed, Mr Hobſon, to ſpeak ingenuſly, I 
muſt needs ſayIdon't think it over and above 
| pelite in you to be ſo hard upon the young 
| lady's acquaintance that was, now he's de- 
4 funct, To be ſure I can't pretend for to 
| E 7 - deny but he behaved rather comical ; for not 
= paying of nobody, nor fo much as making 
one a little compliment, or the like, though 
N he made no bones of taking all one's goods, 
and always chuſed to have the prime of 
ee.“xery thing, why it's what I can't pretend to 
W ſtand up for. But that's neither here nor 
there, for if he had behaved as bad again, 
poor Miſs could not tell how to help it; and I 
dares to ſay ſhe had no more hand in it than 
Wen, at al :-: 15 
* No to be ſure, cried Mrs Belfield, 
hat ſhould ſhe have to do. with it? do 
you: ſuppoſe a young lady of her fortune 6 
would want to take advantage of a perſon in faic 
trade? I am ſure it would be both. ns * 
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and a fin if ſnhe did, for if ſhe has not money 
enough, I wonder who has. And for my 
part, I think when a young lady has ſuch a 
fine fortune as that, the only thing ſhe has to 
do, is to be thinking of making a good uſe of 


it, by dividing it, as one may ſay, with a 


good huſband. For as to keeping it all for 
herſelf; I dare ſay ſhe's a lady of too much 
generoſity ; and as to only marrying ſome- 
body that's got as much of his own, why it 
is not half ſo much a favour: and if the 
young lady would take my advice, ſhe'd 
marry for love, for as to lucre, ſhe's enough 
in all conſcience.““ 
„ A tc all that,“ hid Mr Holſt, £6 it 
makes no alteration in my argument; I am 
ſpeaking to the purpoſe, and not for the mat- 
ter of complaiſance: and therefore I'm bold 
to ſay Mr Harrel's action had nothing of the 
gentleman in it. A man has a right to his 
own life, you'll. tell me; but what of that? 
that's no argument at all, for it does not give 
him a bit the more right to my property; and 
a man's running in debt, and ſpending other 
people's ſubſtances, for no reaſon in the 
world but juſt becauſe he can blow out his own 
brains when he's done, though it's a thing 
neither lawful nor religious to do—why it's 
acting quite out of character, and a great 
hardihip to trade into the bargain.” _ 
_ © T heartily with it had been otherwiſe, 4s 
aid Wo Fe but I ill hope, if any thing 
can 
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can be done for Mrs Harrel, you will not 
object to ſuch a propoſal.” 

de Ma'am, as I ſaid before, returned Mr 
Hobſon, I fee you're a lady of ſenſe, and 
for that I honour you: but as to any thing 
being done, it's what I call a diſtinct thing. 
What's mine is mine, and what's another 
man's is his; that's my way of arguing ; but 
then if he takes what's mine, where's the law 
to hinder my taking what's his? This is what 


I call talking to the purpoſe. Now as to a 


man's cutting his throat, or the like of that, 
for blowing out his own brains may be called 
the ſelf-ſame thing, what are his creditors the 
better for that? nothing at all, but fo much 
the worſe: it's a falſe notion to reſpect it, for 


there's no reſpect in it; it's contrary to law, 


and a prejudice againſt religion.“ 5 

J agree entirely in your opinion,“ faid 
Cecilia, but ſtill Mrs Harre “ 
know your argument, ma' am,“ interrupted 
Mr Hobſon; Mrs Harrel i'n't the worſe 
for her huſband's being ſhot through the 
head, becauſe ſhe was no acceſſory to the 
fame, and for that reaſon, it's a hardſhip ſhe 
ſhould loſe all her ſubſtance; this, ma'am, is 
what I ſay, ſpeaking to your ide of the argu- 
ment. But now, ma'am, pleaſe to take no- 
tice what I argue upon the reply ; what have 


we creditors to do with a man's family? Sup- 
poſe I am a cabinet- maker? When I ſend 


in my chairs, do I aſk who is to fit upon 
* . them? 
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them? No; it's all one to me whether it's 
the gentleman's progeny or his friends; I 
muſt be paid for the chairs the ſame, uſe 
them who may. That's the law, ma'am, and 
no man need be aſhamed to abide by it.” 

The truth of this ſpeech palliating its ſen- 
tentious abſurdiry, made Cecilia give up her 
faint attempt to ſoften him ; and her chair 
being ready, ſhe aroſe to take leave. 

„Lack. a-day, ma'am,” cried Mrs Bel- 
field, I hope you won't go yet, for I ex- 
pet my ſon home ſoon, and Ive a heap of 
things to talk to you about beſides, only Mr 
Hobſon having ſo much to ſay ſtopt my 
mouth. But I ſhould take it as a great fa- 
vour, ma'am, if you would come ſome after- 
noon and drink a diſh of tea with me, for 
then we ſhould have time to ſay all our ſay. 
And I'm ſure, ma'am, if you would only let 
one of your footmen juſt take a run to let me 
know when you'd come, my ſon would be 
very proud to give yon the meeting; and 
the ſervants can't have much elſe to do at 

your houſe, for where there's fuch a heap of 
em, they commonly think of nothingall day 
long but ſtanding and gaping at one another. 

* I am going out of town to-morrow, 
ſaid Cecilia, coldly, „and therefore cannot 
have the pleaſure of calling upon Miſs Bel- 
field again.“ a 

She then ſlightly courtſied, and left the 
r m. e 
2 The 
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The gentle Henrietta, her eyes ſwimming 
in tears, followed her to her chair; but ſhe 
followed her not alone, Mrs Belfield alſo at- 

tended, repining very loudly at the unlucky 
| abſence ke her ſon: and the cringing Mr 

Simkins, creeping after her and bowing, ſaid 

in a low voice, I humbly crave pardon, 

ma'am for the liberty, but I hope you won't 
think as I have any ſhare in Mr Hobſon's 

behaving ſo rude, for I muſt needs ſay, I 

don't think itover genteel in no ſhape.“ And 

Mr Hobſon himſel? bent upon having one 

more ſentence heard, called out, even after 

ſhe was ſeated in her chair. © All 1 ſay, 
ma' am, is this; let every man be honeſt; 
that's what I argue, and that's my notion of 
things.“ 

Cecilia ſtill reached home before Mrs Del- 

vile; but moſt uneaſy were her ſenſations, 

and moſt unquiet was her heart: the letter 
ſhe had ſeen in the hands of Henrietta ſeemed 

_ to corroborate all her former ſuſpicions, ſince 

if it came not from one infinitely dear to her 

ſhe would not have ſhewn ſuch fondneſs for 
it, and if that one was not dear to her in ſe- 
cret, ſhe would not have concealed it. 

Where then was the hope that any but Del- 
vile could have written it? in ſecret ſhe could 

not cheriſh zu, and that Delvile was che- 
riſhed moſt fondly, the artleſſneſs of her cha- 
rater unfitted her for diſguiſing. 


And why ſhould he write to her? what ys 
15 
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his pretence? That he loved her ſhe could 
now leſs than ever believe, ſince his late con- 
duct to herſelf, though perplexing and incon- 
fiſtent, evinced at leaſt a partiality incompa- 
tible with a paſſion for another. What then 
could ſhe infer, but that he had ſeduced her 
affections, and ruined her peace, for the idle 
and cruel gratification of temporary vanity ? | 
«© And if ſuch,” cried ſhe, © is the depra- | 
vity of this accompliſhed hypocrite, if ſuch | 
is the littleneſs of ſoul that a manner ſo noble 
diſguiſes, ſhall he next, nd e perhaps; ra-: © Þþ ö 
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ther by prudence than preference, make me 
the object of his purſuit, and the food of his 
vain-glory? And ſhall 7, warned and in- 
| ſtructed as I am, be as eaſy a prey, and as [1 
wretched a dupe? No, I will be better fa-. 
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tisfied with his conduct, before I venture to [ TH 
truſt him, and ſince I am richer than Hen- | A 
rietta, and leſs likely to be deſerted, when 4 "0 
won, I will be more on my guard to nf we 
why I am addrefled, and vindicate the rights Wa 
of innocence, if I find ſhe has been thus de- | g 
luded, by forgetting his talents in his trea- | j 
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chery, and renouncing him for ever!“ 
Such were the reflections and ſurmiſes that | 
dampt all the long-ſought pleaſure of her 
change of reſidence, and made her habitation « 
in St James's-ſquare no happier than it had- 
been at Mr Harrel's ! | 
She dined again with only Mr and Mrs 
Delvile, and did not ſee their ſon all day; 
; which, 
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which, in her preſent uncertainty what to 
_ of him, was an abſence ſhe ſcarcely 
tted. 


When the farvants ted. Mr Delvile 
told her that he had that morning received 


two viſits upon her account, both from ad- 
mirers who each pretended to having had 
leave to wait upon her from Mr Harrel, 

He then named Sir Robert Floyer and 
Mr Marriot. 

<« believe, indeed, ſaid Cecilia; ce that 
neither of them were treated perfectly well; 
to me, however, their own behaviour has by 
no means been ſtrictly honourable. I have 
always, when referred to, been very explicit; 
and what other methods they were pleaſed to 
take, I cannot wonder ſhould fail.“ 

66 told them, ſaid Mr Delvile, „that, 
ſince you were now under my roof, I could 
not refuſe' to receive their propoſals, eſpe- 
cially as there would be no impropriety in 


your alliance with either of them: but I told 


them, at the ſame time, that I could by no 
means think of preſſing their ſuit, as that was 
an office which, however well it might do for 
Mr Harrel, would be totally i improper and 
unbecoming for me.“ 

“ Certainly ;** ſaid Cecilia, and permit 
me, Sir, to entreat that, ſhould they again 
apply to you, they may be wholly, diſcou- 
raged from repeating their viſits, and aſſured 

that far from having trifled with them hi- 


therto, 
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therto, the reſolutions L have che will 


never be varied. 

« I am happy,“ faid Mrs Delvile, « to 

ſee ſo much monte Soy diſcernment where arts 
of all ſorts will be practiſed to enſnare and 
delude. Fortune and independence were 
never ſa ſecurely lodged as in Miſs Beverley, 
and doubt not but her choice, whenever it 
is decided, will reflect as much honour upon 
her heart, as her difficulty in making 1 it does 
upon her underſtanding.” 

Mr Delvile then enquired whether ſhe had 
fixed upon any perſon to chuſe as a guardian 
in the place of Mr Harrel. No, the ſaid, 
nor ſhould ſhe, unleſs it were abſolutely ne- 

ceſſary. 

I 1 believe, indeed, ſaid Mrs Delvile, 
your affairs will not much miſs him ! Since 
Ihave heard of the exceſs of his extravagance, 
1 have extremely rejoiced in the uncommon 


_ prudence and ſagacity of his fair ward, who, 


in ſuch dangerous hands, with leſs penetra- 
tion and found ſenſe, might have been drawn 


into a thouſand difficulties, and perhaps de- 


frauded of half her fortune.“ 


Cecilia received but little joy from this 


moſt unſeaſonable compliment, which, with 
many of the ſame ſort that were frequently, 
though accidentally made, intimidated her 
from the confeſſion ſhe had planned: and 
finding nothing but cenſure was likely to fol- 
1 che diſcovery, ſhe at length determined 
to 
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to give it up wholly, unleſs any connection 
ſhould take place which might render neceſ. 
ſary its avowal. Yet ſomething ſhe could not 


but murmur, that an action ſo detrimental 


to her own intereſt, and which, at the time, 
appeared indiſpenſable to her benevolence. 
ſhould now be conſidered as a mark of ſuch 


folly and imprudence that ſhe did not dare 


own it. 


4 RAILING. 


Jin: next morning the png LIP 

ſetting off as ſoon as breakfaſt was over: 
young Delvile, however, waited not ſo long; 
the fineneſs of the weather tempted him, he 


ſaid, to travel on horſeback, and therefore he 
had riſen very early, and was already gone. 


Cecilia could not but wonder, yet did not 
repine. 

Juſt as breakfaſt was over, and Mr and 
Mrs Delvile and Cecilia were preparing to 
depart, to their no little ſurpriſe, the door Was 
opened, and, out of breath witli haſte and 


with heat, in Mr Briggs! <© So,” 
cried 


eln ws 


| cried he to Cecilia, what's all this? hay?— 


where are going?—a-coach at the door! 
horſes to every wheel! ſervants ſine as lords! 


what's in the wind now ? think to chouſe me 
out of my belongings? | 
I thought, Sir,“ ſaid Cecilia, who in- 
ſtantly underſtood him, though Mr and 
Mrs Delvile ſtared at him in utter aſtoniſſi- 
ment, I had explained before I left you 
that I ſhould not return. 
Did n't, didn't!” anſwered he angrily; 
<« waited for you three days, dreſſed a breaſt 
o' mutton o purpoſe ; got in a lobſter, and 
two crabs; all ſpoilt by __—_— ſtink 
already; weather quite muggy, forced to 
ſouſe em in vinegar; one expence brings on 
another; never begin the like agen.“ | 


I am very ſorty, indeed, ſaid Cecilia, 


much diſconcerted, if there has been any 
miſtake through myneglect; but I had hoped 
I was underſtood, and I have been ſo much 
occupied" . 

« Ay, ay,” interrupted he, fine work! 
rare doings! a merry Vauxhalling, with pi- 
ſtols at all your noddles ! thought as much! 
thought he'd tip the perch ; ſaw he was n't 


ſtanch; knew he'd go by his company,—a 


ſet of jackanapes! all blacklegs! nobody 
warm among *em : fellows with a month's 
good living upon their backs, and not ſix- 
pence for the hangman in their pockets !”? 


Mrs Delvile now, with a look of arch con- 
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tulation at Oecilia as tlie object of this 


deer viſit, finding it not likely to be im. 
mediately concluded, returned to her chair: 
but Mr Delvile, leaning ſternly upon his 
cane, moved not from the ſpot where he ſtood 
at his entrance, but ſurveyed him from head 
to foot, with the moſt aſtoniſhing contempt 
at his undaunted vulgarity, 
„„ Well Pd all your caſh myſelf; ſeized 
that elſe run out the conftable for you, 
next, and made you blow out your brains for 
company. Mind what I fay, never give your 
mind to a gold laced hat ! many a-one wears 
it don't know five farthings from two-pence, 
A good man always wears a bob wig ; make 
that your rule. Ever ſee Maſter Harrel wear 
ſuch a thing? No, I'Il warrant! Better if he 
had kept his head on his own ſhoulders, 
And now, pray, how does he cut up? what 
has he left behind him? a z#wey-caſe, I ſup- 
ſe, and a bit of a hat won't go on a man's 
head!“ : (4 | 
Cecilia, perceiving, with great confuſion, 
that Mr Delvile, though evidently provoked 
by this intruſion, would not deign to ſpeak, 


that Mr Briggs might be regarded as belong- 


ing wholly to herſelf, haſtily ſaid, I will 
not, Sir, as your time is precious, detain you 
here, but, as ſoon as it is in my power, I will 
wait upon you in the city.??? 

Mr Briggs, however, without liſtening 


to 


el 


RI 147 


to her, thought proper to continue his har- 
rangue. 5 
Invited me once to his houſe; ſent me 
2 card, half of it printed like a book ! t' other 
half a ſcrawl could not read; pretended to 
give a ſupper; all a mere bam; went with- 
out my dinner, and got nothing to eat; all 
laſs and ſhew; victuals painted all manner 
O' colours; lighted up like a paſtry- cook on 
twelfth-day; wanted ſomething ſolid, and got 
2 great lump of ſweetmeet ; found it as cold 
as a ſtone, all froze in my mouth like ice; 
made me jump again, and brought the tears 
in my eyes; forced to ſpit it out; believe it 
was nothing but a ſnow-ball, juſt ſet up for 
ſhew, and covered over with a little ſugar. 
Pretty way to ſpend money! Stuffing, and 
piping, and hopping ! never could reſt till 
every farthing was gone; nothing left but his 
_ own fool's pate, and even that he could not 
hold Reb” >; „ 
« At preſent, Sir,” ſaid Cecilia, we are 
all going out of town; the carriage is wait- 
ing at the door, and therefore“ - 
No ſuch thing,” cried he; © Sha'n't 
go; come for you myſelf; take you to my 
own houſe. Got every thing ready, been to 
the broker's, bought a nice blanket, hardly 
a brack in it. Pick up a table ſoon ; one in 
my eye.“ . . 
El am ſorry you have ſo totally miſtaken 
| | 3 .-: 2 ls 
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me, Sir; for I am now going into the coun- 
try with Mr and Mrs Delvile.” 
e Won't conſent, won't conſent! what will 
you go there for? hear of nothing but dead 
dukes; as well viſit an old tomb.“ 

Here Mr Delvile, who felt himſelf inſulted 
in a manner he could leaft ſupport, after 
looking at him very diſdainfully, turned to 
Cecilia, and faid, ** Miſs Beverley, if this 
perſon wiſhes for a longer conference with 
you, I am ſorry you did not appoint a more 
ſeaſonable hour for your interview.“ = | 

„ Ay, ay,” ctied the impenetrable Mr | 
Briggs; want to hurry her off! fee that I 

But *twon't do; a'n't to be nicked; chuſe to | 
come in for my thirds; won't be gulled, [#8 
ſhan't have more than your ſhare.” | 

« Sir!” cried Mr Delvile, with a look 

meant to be nothing leſs than petrific. 
„What!“ cried he, with an arch leer; 
all above it, hay? warrant your Spaniſh 
Don never thinks of ſuch a thing! don't be- 
lieve em, my duck! great cry and little wool; 
no more of the ready than other folks; mere 
puff and go one.” | | 
. This is language, Sir,” ſaid Mr Del- 
vile, © ſo utterly incomprehenſible, that I 
preſume you do not even intend it ſhould be 
underſtood : otherwiſe, I ſhould very little 
icruple to inform you, that no man of the 
name of Delvile brooks the ſmalleſt inſinua- 
tion of diſhonour,”? | 


Don't 


e Don't he?” returned Mr Briggs, with 
a grin; why how will he help it? will the 
old grandees jump up out of their graves to 
frighten us?“ | 
«© What old 
you pleaſed to allude ? 


x 


«© Whyall them old 


andees, Sir? to whom are 


53 | 8 


randfathers and aunts 


ou brag of; a ſet of poor ſouls you won't 


t reſt in their coffins; mere clay and dirt ! 
ſine things to be proud of! a parcel of old 
mouldy rubbiſh quite departed this life, ra- 
king up bones and duſt, nobody knows for 
what! ought to be aſhamed; who cares for 
dead carcaſes? nothing but carrion. My lit- 
tle Tom's worth forty of 'em.“ 

« I can ſo ill make out, Miſs Beverley,” 


faid the aſtoniſhed Mr Delvile, what this 


perſon is pleaſed to dive at, that I cannot pre- 
tend to enter into any ſort of converſation 
with him ; you will therefore be ſo good as 
to let me know when he has finiſhied his diſ- 
courfe, and you are at leiſure to ſet off.“ 
And then, with a very ſtately air, he was 
quitting the room, but was ſoon ſtopt, upon 
Mr Briggs” calling out, Ay, ay, Don 
Duke, poke in the old charnel houſes by your- 
felf, none of your defunct for me! did n't 
care if they were all hung in a ſtring. Who's 
the Detter for om Tr | 
„Pray, Sir,” cried Mr Delvile, turning 
round, to whom were you pleaſed toaddreſs 
that ſpeech ?”” Gs 
G3 «IQ 
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„Jo one Don Puffendorff,“ replied Mr 


Briggs; know ever ſuch a perſon, hay?” 

6 "Don who? Sir!” ſaid Mr Delvile, ſtalk. 

ing nearer to him, © I muſt trouble you to 
tay that name over again.” 

“ Suppoſe don't chuſe it? how then?“ 
„am to blame, ſaid Mr Delvile, 
fcornfully waving his hand with a repulſive 
motion, to far myſelf to be irritated ſo 
unworthily ; and I am ſorry, in my own 
houſe, to be compelled to hint that the ſooner 
1 have it to myſelf, the better I ſhall be con- 
tented with it.“ = 

« Ay, ay, want to get me off; want to | 
have her to yourſelf! won't be ſo ſoon 
chouſed; who's the better man? hay? which 
do you think i 1s warmeſt ? and all got by my- 
ſelf; obliged to never a grandee for a penny; 
what do you ſay to that? will you caſt an ac- 
count with me ??? 

« Very extraordinary this!“ ed Mr 
Delvile; © the moſt extraordinary circum- 
Lance of the kind I ever met with! a perſon 
to enter my houſe in Wee to talk in this 
incomprehenſible manner! a perſon, too, I 
hardly know by ſight!“ : 

Never mind, old Don,” cried Briggs, 

with a facetious nod, < know me better an- 
bother time!” : 

Old who, Sir! —what !” = 

Come to a fair reckoning,” continued 


125 Briggs; "ps pak you were in my a 
an 
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and had never a farthing but of your own 
getting; where would you be then? What 
would become of your fine coach and horſes? 
you might ſtump your feet off before you'd 


ever get into one. Where would be all this 
{mart crockery work for your breakfaſt? you 


might pop your head under a pump, or drink 
out of your own paw. What would you do 
for that fine jemmy tye ? Where would you 
get a gold head to your ſtick? You Dight 
dig long enough in them cold vaults, before 
any of your old grandfathers would pop out 
to give you one. 1 
Mr Delvile, feeling more enraged than he 
thought ſuitable to his dignity, reſtrained 
himſelf from making any further anſwer, 
but going up to the bell, rang it with great 
„„ 5 | 
And as to ringing a bell,” continued 
Mr Briggs, you'd never know what it was 
in your life, unleſs could make intereſt to be 
SRL”: 74- | 
** A duſt-man !”—repeated Mr Delvile, 
unable to command his filence longer, 1 
proteſt—“ and biting his lips, he ſtopt ſhort. 
* Ay, love it, don't you? ſuits your 
taſte; why not one duſt as well as another ? 


Duſt in a cart good as duſt of a charnel- 


| houſe; don't ſmell half ſo bad.“ . 
A ſervant now entering, Mr Delvile called 
out Is every thing ready ?” 7 
* Te, ur,” et? 
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He then begged Mrs Delvile to go into 
the coach, and telling Cecilia to follow when 
at leckere, left the room. 

I will come immediately, Sir,“ ſaid Ce- 
cilia ; * Mr Briggs, I am ſorry to leave 
you, and much concerned you have had this 
trouble ; ; but I can detain Mr Delvile no 


We 


And then away ſhe ran, notwithſtanding: 


he repeatedly charged her to ftay. He fol- 
lowed them, however, to the coach, with 


bitter.revilings that every body was to make 


more of his ward than himſelf, and with the 
moſt virulent complaints of his loſſes from 


the blanket, the breaſt of mutton, the crabs, 


and the lobſter ! 
Nothing, however, more was ſaid to him: 
Cecilia, as if ſhe had not heard him, only 


bowed her head, and the coach driving off, 


they ſoon loſt fight of him. 
This incident by no means rendered the 
journey pleaſant, or Mr Delvile gracious : 


his own dignity, that conſtant object of his 


thoughts and his cares, had received a wound 
from this attack which he had not thie ſenſe 
to deſpiſe; and the vulgarity and impudence 


of Mr Briggs, which ought to have made 


his familiarity and boldneſs equally contemp- 
tible and ridiculous, ſerved only, with a man 
whoſe pride out- run his underſtanding, to 


render them doubly mortifyin vg and ſtinging. 


nothing the 


He could talk, therefore, 
Who 


wank Wt * A 


t 153 
whole way that they went, but the extreme 
impropriety of which the Dean of 
had been guilty, in expoſing him to ſcenes 
and ſituations ſo much beneath his rank, by 
leaguing him with a pern 10 coarſe and diſ- 

35% . 
They flept one night upon the road, and 
arrived the next day at. Delvile Caſtle. 
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BOOK VI. 
CHAPTER L 


i 
AN AnTiqQue MANS10N. 


 DEVLE Caſtle was ſituated in a large 


and woody park, and ſurrounded by a 


moat. A draw-bridge which fronted the en- 


trance was every night, by order of Mr Del- 
vile, with the ſame care as if ſtill neceſſary 
for the preſervation of the family, regularly 
drawn up. Some fortifications ſtill remained: 
entire, and veſtiges were every where to be 


traced of more; no taſte was fhewn in the 


diſpoſition of the grounds, no openings were 
contrived through the wood for diſtant views 
or beautiful objects: the manſion-houſe was 
ancient, large and magnificent, but conſtruct- 
ed with as little attention to convenience and 
comfort, as to airineſs and elegance; it was 


dark, heavy, and monaſtic, equally in want 


of repair and of improvement. The gran- 
dleur ofits former inhabitants was every where 
LFilible, but the decay into which it was fall- 
ing rendered ſuch remains mere objects for 


mann and ** ;. While the — 3 
nt 


* aa ® 4 = hand © a 


„„ „ i. 1 15 - 


dent ſtruggle to ſupport ſome appearance of 
its ancient dignity, made the dwelling and all 
in its vicinity wear an aſpect of conſtraint and 
auſterity. Feſtivity, joy and pleaſure, ſeemed 
foreign to the purpoſes of its conſtruction; 
ſilence, ſolemnity and contemplation were 
adapted to it only. 
Mrs Delvile, however, took all poſſible 
care to make the apartments and ſituation of 
Cecilia commodious and pleaſant, and to ba- 


niſh by her kindneſs and animation the gloom 
and formality which her manſion inſpired. | 


Nor were her efforts ungratefully received; 

Cecilia, charmed by every mark of attention. 
from a woman ſhe ſo highly admired, returr- 
ed her ſolicitude by A nf Cake affection, and 
repaid all her care by the revival of her ſpi- 


rits. She was happy, indeed, to have quitted 


the. diſorderly houſe of Mr Harrel, where: 
terror ſo continually awakened, was only to 
be lulled by the groſſeſt impoſition; and 
though her mind, depreſſed by what was paſ- 
ſed, and in ſuſpence with what was to come, 
was by no means in a ſtate for uninterrupted. 
enjoyment, yet to find herſelf placed, atlaſt; 
without effort or impropriety, in the very 
manſion ſhe had ſo long conſidered: as her 
road to. happineſs, rendered her, notwith-- 
ſtanding lier remainingſources of inquietude;, 


more contented than ſhe had yet felt herſelf: | 


ſince her departure from Suffolk. | 
Even the i imperious Mr Delvile was more 
G6: ſupportable 
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ſupportable here than in London: ſecure in 
his own caftle, he looked around him with x 
pride of power and of poſſeſſion which ſof- 
tened while it fwelled him. His ſuperiorit 
waar? kiwilwacrdkhoutcotitron), 
He was not, as in the great capital of the 
kingdom, ſurrounded by competitors; no ri- 
valry diſturbed his peace, no equality mor- 
tiſied his greatneſs; all he faw were either vaſ- 
{als of his power, or gueſts bending to his 
pleaſure ; he abated therefore, conſiderably, 
the ſtern gloom of his haughtinefs, and 
 *oothed his proud mind by the courteſy of 


Little, however, was the opportunity Ce- 
cilia found, for evincing that ſpirit and for- 
bearance fhe had planned in relation to Del- 
vile; he breakfafted by himſelf every morn- 
ing, rode or walked out alone till driven home 
by the heat of the day, and ſpent the reſt of 
his time till dinner in his own ſtudy. When 
he then appeared, his converſation was al- 
ways general, and his attention not more en- 
gaged by Cecilia than by his mother. Left by 
them with his father, he commonly conti- 
nued with him till tea- time, and then rode or 
ſtrolled out to ſome neighbouring family, 
and it was always uncertain whether he was 
again ſeen before dinner the next day. 
By this conduct, reſerve on her part was 
rendered totally unneceflary; ſhe could give 
no diſcouragement where ſhe met with no 

8 aſſiduity; 


l 19 
Alliduity; ſhe had no occaſion to fly, where 
ſhe was never purſued. _ Free 
Strange, however, ſhe thought ſuch beha- 
viour, and uttery impoſſible to be the effect 
of accident; his deſire to avoid her ſeemed 
ſerupulous and pointed, and however to the 
world it might wear the appearance of chance 
to her watchful anxiety a thouſand circum- 
ſtances marked it for deſign. She found that 
his friends at home had never ſeen ſo little of 
him, complaints were continually made of 
his frequent abſences, and much ſurpriſe was 
expreſſed at his new manner of life, and what 
might be the occupations which ſo ſtrangelx 
engroſſed his time. | 
Had her heart not interfered in this matter, 
ſhe might now have been perfectly at reſt, 
fince ſhe aaa F. the renunciation ſhe had 
projected, and ſince, without either mental 
exertion or perſonal trouble, the affair ſeemed 
totally dropt, and Delvile, far from mani- 
z feſting any deſign of conqueſt, ſhunned all 
4 occaſions of gallantry, and feduloufly avoided 
| even common converſation with her. If he 
ſaw her preparing to walk out in an evening, 
he was certain to ſtay at home; if his mother 
was with her, and invited him to join them, 
he was ſure to be ready with ſome other en- 
gagement; and if by accident he met her in 
the park, he merely ſtopt to ſpeak of the 
weather, bowed, and hurried on. 
How to reconcile a coldneſs ſo extraordi- 
| | nary 
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nary with a fer vour ſo animated as that which 
he had lately ſhewn, was indeed not eaſy; 
ſometimes ſhe fancied he had entangled not 
only the poor Henrietta but himſelf, at other 


times ſhe believed him merely capricious ;, 
but that he ſtudied to avoid her ſhe was con- 


vinced invariably, and ſuch a conviction was. 


alone ſufficient to determine her upon for- 

wWarding his purpoſe. And, when her firſt 
rife was over, and firſt chagrin abated, 

her own pride came to her aid, and ſhe re- 


ſolved to uſe every method in her power to 


conquer a partiality ſo-ungratefullybeſtowed.. 
She rejoiced that in no inſtance ſhe had ever 
betrayedit, and ſhe ſaw that his own behaviour 
prevented all ſuſpicion of it in the family. 
Yet, in the midſt of her mortification and 
diſpleaſure, ſhe found ſome conſolation in. 


0 that thoſe mereenary views of which. 


ſhe had once been led to accuſe him, were 
fartheſt from his thoughts, and that whatever 


was the ſtate of his mind, ſhe had no artiſice 


to apprehend, nor deſign to guard againſt. 
All therefore that remained was to imitate 
his example, be civil and formal, ſhun all in- 
ter views that were not public, and decline 
all diſeourſe but what good breeding occa- 
ſionally made neceſſary. 

By theſe means their meetings became 
more rare than ever, and of ſhorter duration, 
for if one by any accident was detained, the 


other retired.; till by their mutual —_ 
2 4 


cal Je. JO o n=. AJ aw co«a'. 
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they ſoon only ſaw each other at dinner: and 
though neither of them knew the motives 
or the intentions of the other, the beſt con- 
certed agreement could not more effectually 
have ſeparated them. _ 5 

This taſk to Cecilia was at firſt extremely 
ainful; but time and conſtancy of mind ſoon 
leſſened its difficulty. She amuſed herſelf 
with walking and reading, ſhe commiſſioned 
Mr Monckton to fend her a Piano Forte of 
Merlin's, ſhe was fond of fine work, and ſhe 
found in the converſation of Mrs Delvile a 
never-failing reſource againſtlanguor and ſad- 
neſs. Leaving therefore to himſelf her my- 
ſterious ſon, ſhe wiſely reſolved. to find other 
employment for her thoughts, than conjec- 
tures. with which ſhe could not be ſatisfied, 
and doubts that might never be explained. 
Very few families viſited at the caſtle, and 
fewer ſtill had their viſits returned. The ar- 
rogance of Mr Delvile had offended all the 
neighbouring gentry, who could eaſily be 
better entertained than by receiving inſtruc- 
tions of their own inferiority, which however 
readily they might allow, was by no means ſo 
pleaſant 2tubjeck as. to recompence them for 
hearing no other. And if Mr Delvile was 
ſhunned through hatred, his lady no leſs was 
avoided through fear; high ſpirited and faſti- 
dious, ſhe was eaſily wearied and diſguſted, 
the bore neither with frailty nor folly—thoſe - 
two. principal ingredients in human nature 
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She required, to obtain her favour, the union 


of virtue and abilities with clegance, which 
meeting but rarely, ſhe was rarely diſpoſed to 


be pleated ; and difdaming to conceal either 
_ contempt or averſion, the inſpired in return 
nothing but dread or reſentment: making 


thus, by a want of that lenity which is the 
milk of human kindneſs,and the bond of ſociety, 
enemies the moſt numerous and illiberal by 
thoſe very talents which, more meekly borne 
would have rendered her not merely admir. 


ed, but adored! | | 


few who were honoured with her favour, ſhe 


loved with a zeal all her own; her heart, li- 


beral, open, and bnt too daringly fincere,was 
fervent in affection, and enthuſiaſtic in ad- 


_ miration; the friends who were dear to her, 
the was devoted to ſerve, ſhe magnified their 


virtues till ſhe thought them of an higher 
race of beings, ſhe inflamed her generoſity 


with ideas of what ſhe owed to them, till 


her life ſeemed too ſmall a ſacrifice to be re- 
fuſed for their ſervice. - 


Such was the love which already ſhe felt 


for Cecilia ; her countenance had ſtruck, her 
manners had charmed her, her underſtand- 
ing was diſplayed by the quick intelligence of 
her eyes, and every action and every notion 


-Tpoke her mind the feat of elegance. In ſe- 
_ cret ſhe ſometimes regretted that ſhe was not 
| | | 2 higher 


7 wit wel Oct --- f‚ K. 


In proportion, however, as ſhe was thus 
at war with the world in general, the choſen 


Fd 


GOTO D144 a 
higher born, but that regret always vaniſh- 
ed when ſhe ſaw and converſed with her. 


Her own youth had been paſled in all the 


ſeverity of affliction; ſhe hac been married 
to Mr Delvile by her relations, without any 
conſultation of her heart or her will. Her 
ſtrong mind diſdained uſeleſs complaints, yet 
her diſcontent, however private, was deep. 


Ardent in her diſpoſition, and naturally vio- 


lent in her paſſions, her feelings were ex- 


' tremely acute, and to curb them by reaſon 
and principle had been the chief and hard 


ſtudy of her life. The effort had calmed, 
though it had not made her happy. To love 
Mr Delvile ſhe felt was impoſlible ; proud 
without merit, and imperious without capa- 
city, ſhe ſaw with bitterneſs the inferiority 
of his faculties, and ſhe found in his temper 
no qualities to endear or attract: yet ſhe re- 
ſpected his birth and his family, of which her 
own was a branch, and whatever was her mi- 
ſery from the connection, ſhe ſteadily behav- 
ed to him with the ſtricteft propriety. | 
Her ſon, however, when ſhe was bleſſed 
with his preſence, had a power over her mind 
that mitigated all her forrows, and almoſt 
lulled even her wiſhes to fleep : ſhe rather 
idoliſed than loved him, yet her fondneſs 
flowed not from relationſhip, but from his 
Worth and his character, his talents and his 
diſpoſition. She ſaw in him, indeed, all her 
own virtues and excellencies, with a tolera- 


tion 
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tion for the imperfections of others to which 
ſhe was wholly a ſtranger. Whatever was 
great or good ſhe expected him to perform; 
occaſion alone ſhe thought wanting to ma- 
nifeſt him the firſt of human beings. _ 
Nor here was Mr Delvile himſelf leſs ſan- 
guine in his hopes; his ſon was not only the 
[he object of his affection, but the chief 1dol 
of his e, and he did not merely cheriſh 
but reverence him as his ſucceſſor, the only 
ſupport of his ancient name and family,with- 
out whoſe life and health. the whole race 
would be extin&t. He conſulted him in all 
his affairs, never mentioned him but with 
diſtinction, and expected the whole world to 
bow down before him. 


Delvile in his behaviour to his father i imi- 
tated the conduct of his mother, who oppoſed 
him in e Me tar his pleaſure was made 


known, but who forbore to enquire into his 
opinion except in caſes of neceſſity. Their 
minds, indeed, were totally diſſimilar; and 
Delvile well knew that if he ſubmitted to his 
directions, he muſt demand ſuch reſpect as 
the world would refuſe with indignation, 
and ſcarcely ſpeak to a man whoſe genealo- 
y was not known to him. 
But though duty and gratitude were the 
only ties that bound him to his father, he 
loved his mother not merely with filial affec- 
tion, but with the pureſt eſteem and higheſt 


reverence; he knew, too, that while without. 
him 


„„ 163 


him her exiſtence would be a burthen, her 
tenderneſs was no effuſion of weak partiality, 
but founded on the ſtrongeſt aſſurances of 
his worth; and however to maternal indul- 
gence its origin might be owing, the rectitude 
of his own conduct could alone ſave it from 
diminution. | | 

Such was the houſe in which Cecilia was 


now fettled, and with which ſhe lived almoſt. 


to the excluſion of the fight of any other; 
for though The had now been three weeks at 
the caſtle, ſhe had only at church ſeen any 
family but the Delviles. 
| Nor did any thing in the courſe of that 
time occur to her, but the reception of a 
melancholy letter from Mrs - Harrel, filled 
with complaintsof herretirement and miſery; 
and another from Mr Arnott, with an ac- 
count of the funeral, the difficulties he had 
had to encounter with the creditors, who had 
even ſeized the dead body, and the numerous 
expences in which he had been involved, by 
petitions he could not withſtand, from the 
meaner and more clamorous of thoſe whom 
his late brother-in-law had left unpaid. He 
concluded with a pathetic prayer for her hap- 
1 and a declaration that his own was 
loſt for ever, ſince now he was even deprived 
of her fight. Cecilia wrote an affectionate 
anſwer to Mrs Harrel, promiſing, when 
fully at liberty, that ſhe would herſelf fetch 
her to her own houſe in Suffolk: but _ 
| cou 
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could only ſend her compliments to Mr Ar. 
nott, though her compaſſion urged a kinder 
meſſage; as ſhe feared even a ſhadow of en- 
couragement to ſo ſerious, yet hopeleſs a 
paſſion, . 


A RATTLE. 


A T this time the houſe was much enli. 


vened by a vilit from Lady Honoria 


Pemberton, who came to ſpenda month with 


Mrs Delvile. | 5 

Cecilia had now but little leiſure, for Lady 
Honoria would hardly reſt a moment away 
from her; ſhe infiſted upon walking with her, 
fitting with her, working with her, and fing- 
ing with her ; whatever the did, ſhe choſe to 
do alſo ; wherever ſhe went, ſhe was bent 
upon accompanying her; and Mrs Delvile, 
who wiſhed her well, though ſhe had no pa- 


tience with her foibles, encouraged this inti- 
macy from the hope it might do her ſervice. 


It was not, however, that Lady-Honoria 


had Conceived any regard for Cecilia; on the 


contrary, had ſhebeen told ſhe ſhould ſee her 
| no 


2 g. pA 


= a ee 


ev 


no more, ſhe would have heard it with the 
ſame compoſure as if ſhe had been told ſhe 
ſhould meet with her daily: ſhe had no mo- 
tive for purſuing her but that ſhehad nothing 
elſe to do, and no fondneſs for her ſociety but 
what reſulted from averſion to ſolitude. 
Lady Honoria had received a faſhionable 
education, in which her proficiency had been 


equal to what faſhion made requiſite ; ſhe. 


ſung a little, played the harpſichord a little, 


painted a little, worked a little, and danced 


a great deal. She had quick parts and high 
ſpirits, though her mind was uncultivated, 

and ſhe was totally void of judgment or diſ- 
cretion : ſhe was careleſs wy. giving offence, 
and indifferent to all that was thought of her; 
the delight of her life was to create wonder 
by her rattle, and whether that wonder was 
to her advantage or diſcredit, ſhe did not for 
a moment trouble herſelf to conſider. 

A character of ſo much levity with ſo little 
heart had no great chance of railing eſteem or 
regard in Cecilia, who at almoſt any other 
period of her life would: have been wearied 
of her importunate attendance ; but at pre. 
Tent the unſettled fate of her own mind 
made her glad to give it any employment, 


and the ſprightlineſs of Lady Honoria ſerved 


therefore to amuſe her. Yet ſhe could not 
forbear being hurt by finding that the beha- 
viour of Delvile was ſo exactly the ſame to 

chem both, that any common obſerver would 


with : 
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ꝙ 
with difficulty have ou ounced which he 


preferred. 
One morning about a week after her lady- 


ſhip's arrival at the caſtle, ſhe came running 


into Cecilia's room, ſaying ſhe had very good 


news for her. 
A charming opening! cried Cecilia, 


pray tell it me.“ 
% Why my Lord Derford is coming 
e Owhat a melancholydearth of incident” 
cried Cecilia, if this is your beſt intelli- 
ence !”? 
„ Why it's better than nothing : better 


than going to ſleep over a family-party; and 
I vowlI have ſometimes ſuch difficultyto keep 


E 


awake, that I am frightened to death leſt I 


ſhould be taken with a ſudden nap, and af- 
front them all. Now pray ſpeak the truth 
without ſqueamiſhneſs, don't you find it very 


terrible?“ 
„No, I find nothing very terrible with 


Mrs Delvile.“ 
„ O, I hike Mrs Delvile, too, of all 


things, for I believe ſhe's the clevereſt wo- 


man in the world ; but then I know ſhe does 
not like me, ſo there's no being very fond of 
her. Beſides, really, if I admired her as 


much again, I thould be dreadfully tired of 


ſeeing nothing elſe. She never ſtirs out, you 
know, and has no company at home, which 
1s an extremely tireſome plan, for it only 


ſerves to make us all doubly ſick of one an- 


other: : 
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other : though you muſt know it's one great 
reaſon why my father likes I ſhould come; 
for he has ſome very old-faſhioned notions, 
though I take a great deal of pains to make 
him get the better of them. But I am al- 
ways exceſſively rejoiced when the viſit has 
been paid, for I am obliged to come every 
year. I don't mean now, indeed, becauſe 
your being here makes it vaſtly more to« 
lerable.*? . PE : 

“ You do me much honour,” ſaid Cecilia, 
laughing. 

But really, when my Lord Derfard 
comes, it can't poſſibly be quite ſo bad, for 
at leaſt there will be ſomething elſe to look 
at; and you muſt know my eyes tire ex- 
tremely of always ſeeing the ſame objects. 
And we can aſk him, too, for a little news, 
and that will put Mrs Delvile in a paſſion, 
which will help to give us a little ſpirit : 
though I know we ſhall not get the ſmalleſt 
intelligence from him, for he knows nothing 
in the world that's going forward. And in- 
deed, that's no great matter, for if he did, he 
would not know how to tell it, he's ſo exceſ- 

_ tively filly. However, I ſhall aſk him all 
ſort of things, for the leſs he can anſwer, the 
more it will plague him; and Ilike to plague 
a fool amazingly, becauſe he can neverplague 
one again.— Though really I ought to beg 
your pardon, for he is one of your admirers.” 

O pray make no ſtranger of me! you 
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e 
have my free conſent to ſay whatever you 


pleaſe of him.“ 

e aſſure you, then, I like my old Lord 
Ernolf the beſt of the two, for he has a thou. 
fand times more ſenſe than his fon, and upon 


my word I don't think he is much uglier. 


But I wonder vaitly you would not marry 


him, for all that, for you might have done 


exactly what you pleaſed with him, which, 
all together, would have been no inconveni. 
ent circumſtance.” 

6 When I want a pupil,“ anſwered Ceci. 
lia, „I ſhall think that an admirable recom- 
mendation : but were I to marry, I would 
rather find a tutor, of the two.“ 

“ am {ure I ſhould not,” cried Lady Ho- 
noria, careleſsly, for one has enough to 
dowithtutors before hand, and the beſt thing 
I know of 7-9: fy. g is to get rid of them. I 


fancy you thi 
ſpeech b make, Oh how my ſiſter Euphra- 


ſia would adore you !—Pray are you ys 


as grave as you are now?“ 
N 0,—yes,ndeed I hardly know. 2 


EI fancy it's this diſmal place that hurts 
your ſpirits. I remember when I ſaw you in 


St James's-ſquare I thought you very lively. 
But really theſe thick walls are enough to in- 


ſpire the vapours if one never had them 


before.“ 


1 don't think they have had a very bad 


| effect upon your ä 8 
40 


ſo too, only it's a pretty : 


V 


0K 4© * wo 


c O yes they have; if Euphraſia was here 
the would hardly know me. And the extreme 
wart of taſte and entertainment in all the fa- 
mily is quite melancholy : for even if by 
chance one has the good fortune to hear any 
intelligence, Mrs Delvile will hardly let it be 
repeated, for fear it ſhould happen to be un- 
true, as if that could poſſibly ſignify! I am 
ſure I had as lieve the things were falſe as not, 
for they tell as well the one wayas the other, if 

the would but have patience to hear them. 
But ſhe's extremely ſevere, you know, as al. 
moſt all thoſe very clever women are; ſothat 
the keeps a kind of reſtraint upon me whe- 
ther I will or no. However, that's nothi 
compared to her caro /poſo, for he is uiterly 
inſufferable; ſo ſolemn, and ſo dull! ſo 
ſtately and ſo tireſome! Mortimer, too, gets 

worſe and worſe ; O *tis a fad tribe! I dare 
ſay he will ſoon grow quite as horrible as his 
father. you ane 

“ Why indeed, - no,; —Idon't think there's 
much reſemblance, ſaid Cecilia, with ſome 
heit ot 5 | 

He is the moſt altered creature,“ conti- 

nued her ladyſhip, I ever ſaw in my life. 

Once I thought him the moſt agreeableyoung 
Ma- i g world: but if you obſerve that's 
all over now, and he is getting juſt as ſtupid 
and diſmal as the reſt of them. I with you 
had been here laſt ſummer; laſſure you, 
wo a ©. 7 © OW 
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. GEO I LI A. 
vou would quite have fallen in love with 
A 

« Should 15 ſaid e with a conſci. 
ous fmle. - 

« Yes, for he was quite delightful ; al 
ſpirit and gaiety; but now, if it was not for 
you, I really think I ſhould pretend to loſe 
my way, and inſtead of going over that old 
dra w- bridge, throw myſelf into the moat. I 
with Euphraſia was here. 1t's juſt the right 
place for her. She'll fancy herſelf in a mo- 
naſtery as ſoon as ſhe comes, and nothing will 
make her half ſo happy, for ſhe is always 
wiſhing to be a nun, poor little ſimpleton.“ 

„Is there any chance that Lady Euphraſia 
may come??? 

O no, ſhe can i? at preſent, becauſe it 
would not be proper: but I mean if ever ſhe 
is married to Mortimer,” 

e Married to him!“ repeated Cecilia, in 
the utmoſt conſternation. 

4 believe, my dear,“ cried Lady Hono- 
ria, looking at her very archly, © you intend 
to be married to him yourſelf ?”? 

'66 Me? no, indeed!“ 

ce You look very guilty, Wong ” cried 
ſhe, laughing ; © and indeed when you came 
hither, every body {aid that the whole affair 
was arranged.“ 

For ſhame, Lady Honoria!”- ſaid Ceci- 
la, again changing colour, I am fure this 


| muſt be Tour own a eee "N 
e O. 
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« No, I aſſure you, I heard it at ſeveral 
places; and every body ſaid how charmingly 
your fortune would build up all theſe old for- 
tifications : but ſome people ſaid they knew 
Mr Harrel had ſold you to Mr Marriot, and 


that if you married Mortimer, there would 
be a law-ſuit that would take away half your 


eſtate; and others ſaid you had promiſed your 
hand to Sir Robert Floyer, and repented 
when you heard of his mortgages, and he 
gave it out every where that he would fight 
any man that pretended to you; and then 


again ſome ſaid that you were all the time . 


privately married to Mr Arnott, but did not 


dare own it, becauſe he was ſo afraid of 


fighting with Sir Robert.“ 

O Lady Honoria!“ cried Cecilia, half 
laughing, what wild inventions are theſe! 
and all, I hope, your own?“ 

No, indeed, they were current over the 
whole town. But don't take any notice of 
what J told you about Euphraſia, for perhaps 
it may never happen.” 

„Perhaps,“ ſaid Cecilia, reviving by be- 


lieving it all fiction, it has never our 4 in 


agitation ?”? 

O yes; it is negociating at thi very 
moment, I believe, among the higher powers; 

only Mr Delvile does not yet know whether 


Euphraſia has fortune enough for what he 


wants.“ 
Ah, thought Cecilia, how do rejoice that 
H 2 my 
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my independent ſituation exempts me from 
being diſpoſed of for life, by thus bong ſet 
up to-fale! 

„They thought of me, once, for Morti- 
mer, continued Lady Honoria, but I'm 
_valtly glad that's over, for I :never ſhould 

have furvived being ſhut up in this place; 
it's much fitter for Euphraſia. To tell you 
.the truth, I believe they cquld not make out 
-money enough; but Euphraſia has a fortune 
of her own, beſides what we ſhall have toge- 
ther, for Grandmama left her every wang 
that was in her own power.” 
% Is Lady Euphraſia your elder ſiſter : . 


5 O no, poor little thing, ſhe's two years 


ounger. Grandmama brought her up, and 
he has ſeen nothing at all of the world, for 
ſhe has never been preſented yet, fo ſhe is not 


come out, you know: but ſhe's to come out 
next year. However, ſhe once ſaw Morti- 


mer, but ſhe did not like him at all.“ 


« Not like him !” cried Cecilia, greatly 


_:Turpriſed. 
No, the thought him too gay: —Ohdear, 
1 with ſhe could fee him now! Iam fure i 
hope the would find him {ad enough] ſhe is 
the moſt formal little grave thing you ever 
beheld ; ſhe'll preach to you ſometimes for 
Half an hour together. Grandmama taught 
her nothing in the world but to ſay her 
prayers, fo that almoſt every other word you 
tay, the — is * wicked. 1 Th 
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The converſation was now interrupted by 
their Arn to dreſs for dinner. It left 
Cecilia in much perplexity ; . ſhe knew not 


_ whatwholly tocredit, or wholly to diſbelieve; 
but her chief concern aroſe from the unfor- 


funate change of countenance which Lady 

Honoria had been ſo quick in obſerving. 
The next time ſhe was alone with Mrs 

Delvile, ** Miſs Beverley,“ ſhe faid, © has 


your little rattling tormentor acquainted 


your who is coming?“ 

Lord Derford, do you mean, ma' am?“ 

„ Yes, with his father; ſhall you diſlike 
to ſee him? 

* Not if, as J hope, hed come merely to 
wait upon you and Mr Delvile.“ 

e Mr Delvile and myſelf,” anſwered ſhe, 
ſmiling, C will certainly have the honour of- 
receiving them. 

Lord Ernolf,”” ſaid Cecilia, can never 
ſuppoſe his viſit will make any change in me; 


J have been very explicit with him, and he 


ſeemed equally rational and well bred in for- 
bearing any importunity upon the ſubject.” 
It has however been much believed in 


town,” ſaid Mrs Delvile, that you were: 
_ ſtrangely ſhackled by Mr Harrel, and there- 


fore his 6 may probably hope that a 
tuation may be followed by 

a change in his favour.” 
Sgt | * ſaid Cecilia, 
1 3. . 
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for he will then find himſelf much de. 
ceived.“ 

Von are right, very right, » 4854 Mrs 
Delvile, © to be difficult in your choice, and 
to take time for looking around you before 
you make any. I have forborn all queſtions 
upon this fubject, leſt you ſhould find any 
reluctance in anſwering them; but Iam now 
too deeply intereſted in your welfare to be 
contented in total ignorance of your deſigns; 

will you, then, ſuffer me to _ a few en- 
PHB Ei 

- Ceciha cave a ready, but bluſhing aſſent. 

Tell me, then, of the many admirers 
who have graced your train, which there is 
you have diſtinguiſhed with Oy: intention wot 
future preference? 

& Not one, madam !” | 
And, out of ſo many, is there not one 
that, hereafter, you mean to diſtinguiſh?” 

7 Ah, madam !” cried Cecilia, ſhaking 
her head, * many as they may ſeem, I have 
little reaſon to be proud of them; there 1s 
one only who, had my fortune been ſmaller, 
would, believe, ever have thought of me; 
and there 5 is one only, Who, were it now di- 

miniſhed, would ever think of me more.“ 

This ſincerity,” cried Mrs Delvile, “ is 
juſt what I expected from you. There is, 
then, one? 5 

“I believe there is, — and the worthy, Mr 


Arnott is the man; I am much indeed de- 
ceived, 


be led hereafter to pity 


c E O L I A. 275 
ceinpels if his partiality for me 1s not Day 


diſintereſted, and I almoſt wiſh— 


% What, my love?” 

« That! could return it more gratefully!” 

« And do you not?” 

« No!—TI-cannot! I eſteem him, I have 
the trueſt regard for his character, and were 
I now by any fatal neceſſity, compelled to be- 
long to any one of thoſe who have been 
pleaſed to addreſs me, I ſhould not heſitate 


a moment in ſhewing him my gratitade; but 
yet, for ſome time at leaſt, ſuch a proof of 


it would render me very miſerable.” 

„ You may perhaps think ſo now,“ re- 
turned Mrs Delvile ; “ but with ſentiments 
ſo ſtrongly in his favour, you will probably 
and accept him.“ 
No, indeed, madam ;—1 pretend not, 


I own, to open my whole heart to you ;—1 
know not that you would have patience for 
ſo unintereſting a detail; but though there 


are ſome things I venture not to mention, 
there is nothing, beheve me, in which I will 
deceive you.” . 

«< do believe you, ” cried Mrs Delvile, 
embracing her;“ and the more readily be- 


cauſe, not merely among your avowed ad- 


mirers, but among the whole race of men, I 
tcarce know one to whom I ſhould think you 
worthily conſigned !”? 
Ah! thought Cecilia, that ſearce! who 
may it mean to except : r 3 
H 4 | "mi 


— — — — ed too 
reer 


—ů — e — 
84 ” wy - 


— —— - 


41 


- 
— 
1 
. 
1 Fg 
 +- 
i 
& 
We. 
4 — 
7 2 7 
! i nl 
= 8 * 
18 1 4 
2 þ 
i = 
2 
1 
4 
! © 
d \ BY N 
1 1 . 
«= 
jo 
2 
54 
I 4 4 
4 BA | 
# 
1 
x 


v * — 
e . = * vg 
— rr —— — — < 
-. fy x me IO a" > a 
* n 7 ls 
22 . Fl 
ry PIT 6 ; = l 


9 N 12 he — ona 
DDr e. Wa > . I 
n r FE n 1 
* nnn un CS — nf "I" _— 2 * 


D er 


CC F rr 


* GEE IL Bk 


To ſhew you,” ſhe continued, ce that [ 
will deſerve your confidence in future, I will 
refrain from diſtreſſing you by any further 
queſtions at preſent: you will not, I think, 
act materially without conſulting me, andfor- 
your thoughts—it were tyranny, not friend- 
thip, to inveſtigate them more narrowly,” 

Cecilia's gratitude for this delicacy, would 
inſtantly have induced her to tell every ſecret. 
of her ſoul, had ſhe not apprehended ſuch a 
confeſſion would have ſeemed ſoliciting her. 
intereſt and aſſiſtance, in the only affair in 
wauich ſhe would have. diſdained even to re- 
ceive them. 

She thanked Har! harbors: 5 her kind. 
neſs, and: the converſation was dropt; ſhe 
much withed to have known whether theſe 
enquiries ſprung ſimply from friendly curio- 
fity, or whether ſhe was deſirous ſrom an 
nearer motive to be ſatisfied with reſpect to 
her freedom or engagements, This, however, 
ſhe had no method of diſcovering, and was 
therefore compelled to wait quietly till time: 
Gould make it clear. 
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INE tas about mis time; which was 


the latter end of July; Lady Honoria 
al Cecilia deferred. 10 out till very. 
late, and then found it ſo pleaſant; that they 
had ſtrolled into the Park two miles from the 
houſe, when they were met by young Del- 
vile; who; however, only reminded them 
how far they had to return, and walked on. 
He grows quite. intolerable??? cried: 


Lady Honoria, when he was gone; © it's 


really-a melancholy thing to ſee a young man 


behave ſo like an old monk. I dare fay in 


another week he won't take off his hat to us; 
and, in about a fortnight, I ſuppoſe hell ſhut 
himſelf up in oneofthoſe little round towers, . 
and ſhave. his head, and live upon roots, and 
howl if any body comes near him. I really 
half wonder he does not think it too diſh». 
pated to let Fidel run after:him ſo. . A thou- 
land to one but he ſhoots him ſome day: for. 


giving a ſadden bark when he's in one of 


ee m8 6 however, mult. 
certainly be the matter wit him, Perhaps a 
be is 1 In love.“ 8 | 
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« Can nothing be the matter with him but 
that?“ cried Cecilia. 

«© Nay, I don't know; but Iam ſure if he 
is, his miſtreſs has not much occaſion to be 
jealous of you or me, for never, I think, 
were two poor damſels ſo neglected!ꝰ 

The utmoſt art of malice could not have 


furniſhed a ſpeech more truly mortifying to 
Cecilia than this thoughtleſs and accidental 
ally of Lady Honoria's: particularly, how. 
ever, upon her guard, from the raillery ſhe 
had already endured, ſhe anſwered, with ap- 
parent indifference, ** he is meditating, per- 


haps, upon Lady Euphraſia.” _ 
Oh no,” cried Lady Honoria, “ for he 
did not take any notice of her when he ſaw 


her; I am ſure if he marries her, it wall only 
be becauſe he cannot 2 it, | 


“Poor Lady Euphraſia 
„O no, not at all; he'll males her two or 


three fine ſpeeches, and then ſhe'll be per- 


fectly contented: eſpecially if he looks as 
diſmally at her as he does at us! and that 


probably he will do the more readily for not 


liking to look at her at all. But ſhe's ſuch a 
romantic little thing, ſhe'll never ſuſpect 


him. 33 


Here they were ſomewhat alarmed by a 


| ſudden darkneſs in the air, which was pre- 


ſently ſucceeded by a thunder ſtorm ; they 


inſtantly turned back, and be m_— running 


home, when a violent thower of rain obliged 


them 


* 


n 


them to take ſhelter under a large tree; where 
in two minutes they were joined by Delvile, 
who came to offer his aſſiſtance in hurrying 
them home; and finding the thunder and 
lightning continue, begged them to move 
on, in defiance of the rain, as their preſent 
ſituation expoſed them to more danger than 
a vet hat and cloak, which might be changed 
in 88 L | OS: 
Cecilia readily aſſented; but Lady Hono- 
ria, extremely frightened, proteſtedſhe would 
not ſtir till the Rorm was over. It was in 
vain he repreſented her miſtake in fuppoling - 
herſelf in a place of ſecurity ; ſhe clung to 
the tree, {ſcreamed at every flaſh of lightning, 
and all her gay ſpirits were loſt in her appre- 
henſions. | 3 | 
Delvile then earneſtly propoſed to Cecilia 
conducting her home by herſelf, and return- 
ing again to Lady Honoria; but ſhe thought 
it wrong to quit her companion, and hardly 
right to accept his aſſiſtance ſeparately. They 
waited, therefore, ſome time all together; 
but the ſtorm increaſing with great violence, 
the thunder growing louder, and the light- 
ning becoming ſtronger, Delvile grew im- 
patient even to anger at Lady Honoria's re- 
ſtance, and warmly expoſtulated upon its 
folly and danger. But this was no ſeaſon for 
leſſons in philoſophy; prejudices ſhe had ne- 
ver been taught to ſurmount made her think 
5 H 6 „„ 
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herſelf in a place of ſafety, and ſhe was now 
toomuchterrified to give argument fair play. 
Finding her thus impracticable, Delvile 


engerly ſald to Cecilia, Come then, Miſs 
Beverley, let us wait no longer; I will ſee 


vou home, and then return to- Lady Hono- 
By no means, cried ſhe, © my life is 
not more precious than either of yours, and 
therefore it may run the ſame riſk.” 
It is more precious,“ cried he with vehe- 


mence, than the air T breathe !” and ſeizing 


her hand, he drewit under hisarm, and, with- 
out waiting her conſent, almoſt forced her 
away with him, ſaying as they ran, How 
could a thoufand Lady Honoria's recompence 
the world for the loſs of one Miſs Beverley? 
we may, indeed, find many thouſand ſuch as 
Lady Honoria, but ſuch as Miſs Beverley 
where ſhall we ever find another ?” | 
Cecilia furprifed, yet gratified; could not 


ſpeak, for the ſpeed with which they ran al- 


moſt took away her breath; and before they 
were near home, flackening her pace, and 
nting, ſhe confeſſed her ſtrength was ex- 
auſted, and that ſhe could go ſo faſt no 


further. 


Let us then ſtop and reſt, cried he; 


* but why will you not lean upon me ? ſurely 


this is no time for ſcruples, and for idle and 
unneceſſary ſcruples, Miſs Beverley can never 
find a time.“ | > 7 | a | 
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Cecilia then, urged equally by ſhame at 
his ſpeech and by weakneſs from fatigue, 
leant upon his arm; but ſhe ſoon repented 
her condeſcenſion; for Delvile, with an emo- 
tion he ſeemed to find wholly irrepreſſible, 

aſſionately exclaimed, © ſweet lovely bur- 
then! O why not thus for ever??? : 

The ſtrength of Cecilia was now 1nſtantly; 
reſtored, and ſhe haſtily withdrew from his 
hold; he ſuffered her to diſengage: herſelf, . 
= but Ald... in 2 faultering voice, Pardon 
N me, Cecilia — Madam —Miſs Beverley, F 
3 mean 
| Cecilia, without making an y anſwer, walk 
ed on by herſelf, as quick a pace as ſhe was 
able; and Delvile, not venturing. to oppoſe 
her, filently followed. | 

They had gone but a: few ſteps, before 
there came a violent ſhower of hail; and the- 
wind, which was very high, being imme 
diately i in their faces, Cecilia was 40 pelted 
and incommoded, that. ſhe was frequently. 
obliged to ſtop, in defiance of her utmoſt. 
efforts to force herſelf forward. Delvile then 
approaching her, propoſed that the ſhould: 

ain ſtand under a tree, as the thunder and 

lightning for the preſent ſeemed over, and 
wait there till the fury of the hail was paſt: 
and Cecilia, though never before ſo little diſ- 
poſed to oblige him, was ſo much diſtreſſed 
by the violence of the wind and e 


was forced to comply. 7 | 
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182 CECILI A. 


Every inſtant now ſeemed an age; yet nei- 
* hail nor wind abated; mean time they 
were both ſilent, and both, though with dit- 


ferent feelings, equally comfortleſs. 


Delvile, however, who took care to place 


_ himſelf on the ide whence the wind blew 
' hardeſt, perceived, in ſpite of his endeavours 


to ſave her, ſome hatl-ſtones lodged upon her 


thin ſummer cloak: he then took off his 


own hat, and, though he ventured not to let 
it touch her, held it in fuch a manner as to 


ſhelter her better. 


Cecilia now could no longer be either 


ſilent or unmoved, but turning to him with 


much emotion, faid, ** Why will you do 


this, Mr Delvile ?” 


« What would I nt do,” anſwered he, 
& to obtain forgiveneſs from Miſs Beverley ?” 
Well, well, —pray put on your hat.” 

Do you command it?“ 
& No, certainly but I wiſh it.“ 
& Ah!” cried he, inſtantly tins it on, 


4 whoſe are the commands that would have 
half the weight with your wiſhes?“ 


And then, after another pauſe, he added, 


«. Do you forgive me?” 


Cecilia, aſhamed of the cauſe of their diſ. 


| ſention, and ſoftened by the ſeriouſneſs of his 


manner, anſwered very readily, © yes, yes,— 
why will vou make me remember ſuch non- 


1 
3 * A fwectneſs,” cried he warmly, and 


matching 
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 ſnatching her hand, 4e is Miſs Beverley 
O that I had power—that it were not ut- 
terly impoſible—that the cruelty of my ſi- 
tuation 

4 find,” cried ſhe, greatly agitated, and 
forcibly drawing away her hand, * you will 
teach me, for another time, the folly of fear- 
ing bad weather!“ 

And ſhe hurried from 83 the tree; : 
and Delvile perceiving one of the ſervants 
approach with an umbrella, went forward to 
take it from him, and directed him to haſten 
inſtantly to Lady Honoria. 

Then returning to Cecilia, he would have 
held it over her head, but with an air of diſ- 
pleaſure, ſhe took it into her own hand. 

« Will you not let me carry it for vou? 5 
he cried. 

No, Sir, there is not any occaſion.“ 

They then proceeded filently on. 
Ihe ſtorm was now ſoon over; but it grew 
very dark, and as they had quitted the path 
while they ran, in order to get home by a 
ſhorter cut, the walk was ſo bad from the 


heighth of the graſs, and the unevenneſs of 


the ground, that Cecilia had the utmoſt dif- 
ficulty to make her way; yet ſhe reſolutely 


refuſed any aſſiſtance from Delvile, who 


walked anxiouſly by her fide, and ſeemed 
equally fearful upon his own account and 
upon hers, to truſt himſelf with being im- 
P Hs | | . 3 1 
is | At 


NE? 


e 4. 


At length they came to a place which Ce- 


eilia in vain tried to paſs; Delvile then grew 
more urgent to help her; firm, however, in 


declining all aid, ſhe preferred going a con- 
ſiderable way round to another part of the 


park which led to the houſe. Delvile, angry 


as well as mortified, propoſed to aſſiſt her no 


more, but followed without ſaying a word. 


Cecilia, though ſhe felt not all the reſent. 


ment the diſplayed, ſtill thought it neceſſary 


to ſupport it, as ſhe was much provoked 


with the perpetual inconſiſtency of his beha- 
viour, and deemed it wholly improper to 
ſaffer, without- diſcouragement, occaſional 


_ allies of tenderneſs from one who, in his ge- 
neral conduct, behaved with the moſt ſcru- 
pulous reſerve. 
They now arrived at the e ;: but en- 
_ tering by a back way, came to a ſmall and 
narrow paſſage which obſtructed the entrance 
of the umbrella : Delvile once more, and al- 
molt in voluntarily, offered to help her; but, 
letting down the ſpring, ſhe coldly ſaid the. 


had no further uſe for it. 


He then went forward to open a {ſmall gate 
which led by another long paſlage into the 
hall: but hearing the ſervants advance, he 


held it for an inſtant in his hand, white, in a 
tone of voice the molt dejected, he fad 1 
am grieved to find you thus offended; but 
were it poſſible you could know half the 


| wretchedneſs of my *. the * * 


4 „ heh pet pe 
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our own would make you regret this ſeve- 
rity!” and then, opening the gate, he bowed, 
and went another way: 

Cecilia was now in the midſt of ſervants; 
but ſo much ſhocked and aſtonifhed by the 
unexpected ſpeech of Delvile, which inſtant- 
ly changed all her anger into ſorrow, that ſhe 
ſcarce knew what they ſaid to her, nor what 
ſhe replied; though they all with one voice 
enquired what was become of Lady Hono- 
ria, and which way they thould run to feek: 


her. 

Mrs Delvile then came alſo, and ſhe was 
obliged to recollect herſelf. She immediately 
propoſed her going to bed, and drinking 
white wine whey to prevent taking cold: 
cold, indeed, ſhe feared not; yet ſhe agreed 
to the propoſal, for ſhe was confounded and 
diſmayed. by what had paſſed, and utterly 
unable to hold any converſation. _ 

Her perplexity and diſtreſs were, however, 
all attributed to fatigue and fright ; and Mrs 
Delvile, having aflifted in hurrying her to 
bed, went. to perform the fame office for 
Lady Honoria, who arrived at that time. 

Left at length by herſelf, ſhe revolved in. 
her mind the adventure of the evening, and 
the whole behaviour of Delvile ſince firſt ſhe- 
was acquainted with him. That he loved her- 
with tenderneſs, with fondneſs loved her, 
ſeemed no longer to admit of any doubt, for 
however diſtant and cold he appeared, when 
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acting with circumſpeRtion. and deſign, the 


moment he was off his guard from ſurpriſe, 
terror, accident of any ſort, the moment that 


he was betrayed into acting from nature and 
inclination, h | 
cover a regard the moſt animating and flat. 

tering. EEE | Ta | 
This regard, however, was not more evz- 
dent than his deſire to conceal and to con- 


e was conſtantly certain to diſ. 


quer it, he ſeemed to dread even her ſight, 


and to have impoſed upon himſelf the moſt 
rigid forbearance of all converſation or inter- 


courſe with her. „ 
Whence could this ariſe? what ſtrange and 
unfathomable cauſe could render neceſſary a 


conduct ſo myſterious? he knew not, indeed, 
that ſhe herſelf wiſhed it changed, but he 
could not be ignorant that his chance with al- 


moſt any woman would at leaſt be worth 
trying. - . ry | 


Was the obſtacle which thus diſcouraged 
him the conditionimpoſedby hes uncle's will 
of giving her own name to the man ſhe mar- 
ried? this the herſelf thought was an unplea- 


ſant circumſtance, but yet ſo common for an 


heireſs, that it could hardly out-weigh the 


many advantages of ſuch a connection. 
Henrietta again occurred to her ; the let- 


ter ſhe had ſeen in her hands was {till unex- 

plained: yet her entire conviction, that Hen- 

rietta was not loved by him, joined to a cer- 
tainty that affection alone could ever make 


him 


r 
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him think of her, leſſened upon this ſubject 


her ſuſpicions every moment. 
Lady Euphraſia Pemberton, at laſt, reſted 


moſt npon her mind, and ſhe thought i it pro- 


bable ſomeactual treaty was netzen with 
the Duke of Derwent. 

Mrs Delvile ſhe had every reaſon to be- 
lieve was her friend, though ſhe was ſcrupu- 
louſfly delicate in avoiding either raillery or 
obſervation upon the ſubject of her ſon, 


whom ſhe rarely mentioned, and never but 


upon occaſions in which Cecilia could have 
no poſſible intereſt. | 

The father, therefore, notwithſtandin gall 
Mr Monckton had repreſented to the con- 


trary, appeared to be the real obſtacle; his 


pride might readily object to her birth, which 


thoughnotcontemptible, was merely decent, 
andwhich, if traced beyond her grandfather, 
loſt all title even to that epithet. : 


„If this, however, ſhe cried, is at laſt 


his ſituation, how much have Ideen to blame 


in cenſuring his conduct! for while to me he 


has appeared capricious, he has, in fact, 


ated wholly from neceſlity : if his father in- 


ſiſts upon his forming another connection, 
has he not been honourable, prudent and 
_ juſt, in flying an object that made him think 


of diſobedience, and endeavouring to keep 
her 1 e of a partiality it is his duty to 
ain 

All, therefore, that remained for. her to 


No” | do 


188 „ 
do or to reſolve, was tog ard her own ſecret 
with more aſſiduous care than ever, and ſince 
the found that their union was by himſelf 
thought impoſſible, to keep from his know. 
edge that the _ was not all his orn. 
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Fo two days, in confequence of violent 

_ colds caught during the ſtorm, Lady 
Honoria Pembertonand Cecilia were confined 
tO their rooms. Cecilia, glad by ſolitude and 
reflection to compoſe her ſpirits and ſettle 
her plan of conduct, would willingly have 
ſtill prolonged her retirement, but the abate- 
ment of her cold affording her no pretence, 
ſhe was obliged on the third day to make her 
appearance. 

Lady Honoria, though leſs recovered, as 
the had been more a ſufferer, was impatient 
of any reſtraint, and would take no denial to 
quitting her room at the ſame time; at din- 
ner, therefore, all the family met as | uſual. 
Mr Delvile, with his accuſtomed ſolemni- 
ty of civility, made variousenquiries and con- 
gratulations 


rity, carefully in both, addteffing himſelf firſt 


Lady Honoria, and then do more ſtateli- 


to 

neſs in his kindneſs, to Cectha, His Lady, 
who had frequently viſited them both, had 
nothing new to hear. 

Delvile did not come in till they were all 
ſeated, when, haſtily ſaying he was glad to 
ſee both the ladies ſo well | again, he inſtantly 
employed himſelf in carving, with the agita- 
tion of a man who, feared truſting himſelf 1 
dit idle. 

Little, 3 as he ſaid, Cecilia was 
much ſtruck by the melancholy tone of his 
voice, and the moment ſhe raiſed her eyes, 
þ pra AR that his countenance was n, 

. 15k Mortimer,” MERE Mr Delvile, I am 
ſure you are not well; I cannot imagine Why 
you will not have ſome advice.“ 

Were I to ſend for a phyſician, Sir, 
cried Delvile, with affected chearfulneſs, he 


would find it much more difficult to imagine 


what advice to give me.. 
« Permit me, however, Mr Mortimer, 


.cried Lady Honoria, to return you my 


humble thanks for the honour of your aſliſt- 
ance in the thunder ſtorm! I am ao you 

made yourſelf ill hy attending n 
« Your Lady pihin,” returned Debvile, co- 
louring very high, yet pretending to laugh ; 
made 10 great a coward at me, that I ran 
away 
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away from ſhame at my own inferiority of 
courage. 
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„Were you, then, wich Lady Honoria 
during the ſtorm?” cried Mrs Delvile. 

„No, Madam!” cried Lady Honoria 
very quick; but he was ſo good as to leave 


me during the ſtorm.” 


«© Mortimer,“ faid Mr Delvile, cc js this 
poſlible?”? 

4 O Lady Honoria was ſuch a heroine,” 
anſwered Delvile, ee that ſhe wholly diſdain- 


ed receiving any aſſiſtance; her valour was 


ſo much more undaunted than mine, that ſlie 
ventured to brave the lightning under an oak 
tree?” -- 

e Now, dear Mrs Delvile,””. 0 
Lady Honoria, e think what a ſimpleton he 


would have made of me ! he wanted to per- 


ſuade me that in the open air I ſhould be leſs 
expoſed to danger than under the ſhelter of a 
thick tree!“ | 

„Lady Honoria,” replied Mrs Delvile, 
with a ſarcaſtic ſmile, © the next tale of ſcan- 


dal you oblige me to hear, I will infiſt for 


your puniſhment that you ſhall read one of 


Mr Newbury's little books! there are twen- 


ty of them that will explain this matter to 
you, and ſuch reading will at leaſt ploy 
your time as uſefully as ſuch tales!“ 
„Well, ma'am,” ſaid Lady Honoria, 1 
don't know whether you are laughing at me 


or 225 but really 1 concluded Mr Morti- 


go mer 


A . aww 


mer only choſe to amuſe himſelf in a tete 3 
tte with Miſs Beverley.“ 
He was not with Miſs Beverley,“ cried 
Mrs Delvile with quickneſs ; “ ſhe was a- 
lone,—I ſaw her myſelf the moment ſhe 
% ² ( cl Lg 
„ Yes, ma' am, —but not then, —he was 
gone; —ſaid Cecilia, endeavouring, but not 
very ſucceſsfully, to ſpeak with compoſure. 
] had the honour,” cried Delvile, mak- 
ing, with equal ſucceſs, the ſame attempt, 
4 to wait upon Miſs Beverley to the little 
gate; and I was then returning to Lady Ho- 
noria when I met her ladyſhip juſt coming 
in.“ | 
s Very extraordinary, Mortimer,” faid 
Mr Delvile, ſtaring, © to attend Lady Ho- 
noris 2 
„Don't be angry in earneſt, Sir,“ cried 


Lady Honoria, gaily, for I did not mean 


to turn tell-tale.. 

Here the ſubject was dropt: greatly to the 
joy both of Delvile and Cecilia, who mutu- 
ally exerted themſelves in talking upon what 
next was ſtarted, in order to prevent its be- 
ing recurred to again. | 


That fear, however, over, Delvile ſaid 


little more; ſadneſs hung heavily on his 
mind; he was abſent, diſturbed, uneafy; 
yet he endeavoured no longer to avoid Ce- 


cilia; on the contrary, when ſhe aroſe to quit 


the room, he looked 


# | 


* 


evidently diſappointed. 
46 The 


D FA ms 2 

23 * - . P WG - r * 

— NR DFT RIDE SAY "x4 "= CRETE 2 . 
r % > 4 l 


. 2 5 
Ac; P Ya: nv | 
8 wy . 7 
D — Se 2 — 


x 


" — _ 
— rs 
rr 7 2 _— a 1 2 pp - * . 
e e e ee r *** a r r | 
1 pay, _— — " - OE "Ay = — 22 2 ren 1 s * « \ Pry 
— a 


— P 
. * - - 
2 n 
0 


192 i 


The ladies colds kept them at home all che 


evening, and Delvile, for the firſt time ſince 


their arrival at the caſtle, joined them at tea: 


nor when it was over, did he as uſual retire; 


he loitered, pretended to be caught by a | 


new pamphlet, and lookedas anxioully eager 
to ſpeak with Cecilia, as he had hitherto ap- 
peared to {hun her. 

With new emotion and brei diſtreſs Ceci» 


lia perceived this change; what he might 
Have to ſay the could not conjecture, but all 


that fore-ran his communication convinced 
her it was nothing the could with; and much 
.as ſhe had defired ſome explanation of his de- 


ſigns, When the long expected moment ſeem- 


ed arriving, prognoſtications the moſt cruel 
of the event, repreſſed her impatience, and 
deadened her curioſity. She earneſtly la- 


mented her unfortunate reſidence in his houſe, 


here the adorationofevery inhabitant, from 
his father tothe loweſtſervant, had impreſſed 


| Her with the ſtrongeſt belief of his general 


worthineſs, and greatly, though 1mpercepti- 
bly, increaſed her regard for him, ſince ſhe 
had now nota doubt remaining but that ſome 


cruel, ſome fatal obſtacle, prohibited their 


union. 
To collect eee to hear i it with compo- 


Jure, was now her whole ſtudy; but though, 


when alone, ſhe thought any diſcovery pre- 
ferable to ſuſpence, all her courage failed her 
when Delvile appeared, 3 if ſhe could not 


: detain 
* * 
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Thus paſſed four or five days, during 
which the health of Delvile ſeemed to ſuffer 
with his mind; and though he refuſed to ac- 
knowledge he was ill, it was evident to every 
body that he was far from well. . 

Mr Delvile frequently urged him to con. 
ſent to have Tome advice; but he always re- 
vived, though with forced and tranfitory 
ſpirits, at the mention of a phyſician, and 
the propoſal ended in nothing. 
Mrs Delvile, too, at length grew alarmed; 
her enquiries were more; penetrating and 
pointed, but they were not more ſucceſsful ; 
every attack of this fort was followed by im- 
mediate gaiety, which, however conſtrained, 
ſerved, for the time, to change the ſubject. 
Mrs Delvile, however, was not ſoon to be 
deceived; ſhe watched her ſon inceſſantly, 

and ſeemed to feel an inquietude ſcarce leſs 
than his W- m. „ 
Cecilia's diſtreſs was now augmented every 
moment, and the difficulty to conceal it grew 
= every hour more painful; ſhe felt herſelf the 
aauſe of the dejection of the ſon, and that 
= thought made her feel guilty in the preſence 
of the mother; the explanation ſhe expected 
threatened her with new miſery, and the cou- 
rage to endure it ſhe tried in vain to acquire; 
her heart was moſt cruelly oppreſſed, appre- 
henſion and ſuſpenfe never left it for an in- 
Vor, III. 1 ſtant; 


E 


ſtant; reſt abandoned her at night, and 
chearfulneſs by day. _ CE 


At this time the two lords, Ernolf and 


Derford, arrived; and Cecilia, who at firſt 
had lamented their deſign, now rejoiced in 
their preſence, ſince they ee ee 


tion of Mrs Delvile, which ſhe began to fear 


was not wholly directed to her ſon, and ſince 
they ſaved her from having the whole force 


of LE Honoria's high ſpirits and gay rattle 
to herſelf. 8 *** uM 


Their immediate obſervations upon the ill 
looks of - Delvile, ſtartled both Cecilia and 
the mother even more than their own fears, 
which they had hoped were rather the reſult 
of apprehenſion than of reaſon, Cecilia now 
ſeverely reproached herſelf with having de- 


_Ferred the conference be was evidently ſeek- 
ing, not doubting but ſhe had contributed to 


his indiſpoſition, by denying him the relief he 
might expect from concluding the affair. 

Melancholy as was this idea, it was yet a 
motive to overpower her reluctance, and de- 


termine her no longer to ſhun what it ſeemed 


neceſſary to endure. 


* 


Deep reaſoners, however, when they are 


alſo nice caſuilts, frequently reſolve with a 


tardineſs which renders their reſolutions of no 
effect: this was the caſe with Cecilia; the 
fame morning that ſhe came down ſtairs pre- 
pared to meet with firmneſs the blow which 
Me believed awaited her, Delvile, who, ſince 


the 


4 
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che arrival of the two lords, bad always ap- 
peared; at the gener 21. breakfaſt, acknow 
ledged, in anſwer to his! motherꝰs earneſt en. 
quixies, that he had g cold and head. ache: 
and had he, at the ſame time, acknowledged 
a pleuriſy znd fever, col e alarm inſtantly 
ſprgad in the famiiy c a. haye been 
greater Mr D elvile, 0 n the 
dell, ard ed a man an 41055 2 to g0 at mo- 
ment to Dr Lyfter, d the 5 to the fa- 
7 RET. and not to return without him it he was 
himtelf aliye; ad Mrs Delxile, not leſs 
diſtreſſed, t . 5 more quiet, fixed her eyes 
5 rl a of anxiety 
>wed beriwho Yappiacls yas bound 
in his recovery. 


Delvile endeavou to laugh; away their 
feam, aſſuring them he ſhould be Well the 
next day, and e e in ridiculous. 
terms, the perplexity of Dr I. yſter to con- 
trive ſome preſcription for him. 

Cecilia's behaviour, guided by prudence 
and modeſty, Was ſteady and compoſed; ſhe 
believed his illneſs and his uneaſineis were the 
ſame, and ſhe hoped the reſolution ſhe had 
taken would bring relief to them both: while 
the terrors of Mr and Mrs Delvile ſeemed ſo 
greatly beyond on occaſion, that her own 
were rather leſſened than encreaſed by them. 

Dr Lyſter ſoon arrived; he was a humane 
and e cken. and a man of ſound 


| judgment, ,,, . 
I EE Delvile, 
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Delvile, gaily ſhaking hands with him 
fig, _ 5 Dr IL. 1 — you little ex- 
ected to meet a patient, who, were he as 
ſkilful, would be as able to do ane ag 
yourſelf. ä | 
„ What, with rilth a hana 8 this? dee 
the Dottor ; come, comę, you muſt not 
teach me my own profeflion. When F attend 
a patient, I come to tell how he i is myſelf, 
Not whe ton" - | 

He 3s, then, ill! ps: Gied Mrs Delvile; 
8 Mortimer, whyt have g on thus deceived 
us * | 2 „ en £165 | 
„What is ws diforder! py. nf 64 Mr Del. 
vile; © let us call in more 5 ; who hall 
we ſend for, Dota” - _ 

And again he rang the bell. "I 

What now ?” faid Dr Lyft "OY pay; 
$8 41051. a man be dying if he is not in perfect 
| health? We want nobody elſe; I hope I can 
preſcribe for a cold without demanding. 2 
conſultation.” 

* But are you ſire it is merely a cold py 
cried Mr Delvile; © may not ſome ee 
malady Woo 
r has patience,” mterkupted 
the Docter; ; * Mr Mortimer and J will have 
ſome diſcourſe together preſently; mean 
time, let us all fit down, and behave like 
Chriſtians: I never talk of my art before 
company. is hard you won't tet me be 4a 
gentleman at large for two minutes.“ 

Lady 


in 


Lady Honoria and Cecilia would then have 
"riſen; but neither Dr Lyſter nor Delvile 
would permit them to $0 and a converſa- 


tion tolerably lively took place, after which, 


the party in general ſeparating, the Doctor 
accompanied Delvile to his own apartment. 
Cecilia then went up ſtairs, where ſhe moſt 


impatiently waited ſome intelligence: none, 


however, arriving, in about half an hour ſhe 
returned to the parlour; ſhe found it empty, 
but was ſoon Jowed: by Lady Honoria and 
Lord Ernolf. 

Lady Honoria, happy i in having ſomething 
oing forward, and not much concerning 
erſelf whether it were good or evil, was as 

eager to communicate w at ſne had gathered, 
as Cecilia was to hear it. 

Well, my dear,” ſhe cried. tis I don't 
find at laſt but that all this prodigious illneſs 
walk be laid to your account.” 

Lo. my account?“ cried Cecilia, 0 how 
is that poffible?“ 

„Why this tender 9 caught cold in 
the ſtorm laſt week, and not being put to bed 
by its mama, and nurſed with White wine 
whey, the poor thing has got a fever.” 
lei ie young man,” ſaid Lord Er- 
nale * I ſhould be ſorry any harm W 
to him.” 


„ He vas 2 fine young man, my Lord,“ 


cried Lady Honoria, but he is grown in- 
8 ee ſtupid lately; ; however, it's all the 
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fault of his father and mother. Was- ever 
any thing half 0 ridieulbus as their bella. 
viour this morning ? it was with the utmoſt 
difficulty 1 forboere laughing in their faces: 
and really, I believe, if I e to meet with 
ſuch an unfortunate aceident witk Mr Del- 
vile, it would turn him to marble at once 
indeed he is little better: now but ſack an 
affrofit asthat would neger let kim move from 
the ſpot Where he received it.“. 
4 forgive kim, however,” returned Lord 

Ernolf, © for his anxiety about- his ſon, ſince 
Be is the lat öf ſo ancient a famiiy. ?. 
That is his great mibfortune, my Lord, 
anfwered Lady Honoriaz “ beewaſs it is the 
very reaſon they make ſuch a puppetvf him. 
If there were but a few more little maſters to 
dandle and fondle, PI anſwer for it this pre- 
ious Mortimer would [den be left to Him. 
ſelf: and then, really, I believe he would be 
2 g60d tolerable ſort of young man. Don't 
you think he would, Miſs Beverley: panes ii 

« O yes!“ faid Cecilia, OY. belleve—I 
think o! 
«© Nay, nay, I did not aſk if you thought 
| him (RAGE: now, ſo no need to be IgA t- 
e ned. 
Here they were interrupted by theetitrancs 
of Dr Lyſter. 
e Well, Sir,“ cried Lady Honeria; 0 ind 
when am I to go into IE 11585 oy cou: 


| fin Mortimer? wh 7 
. 40 why 


er 199 


« © Why very ſoon,” anſwered he, © unleſs 
you take better care of him. He has con- 
feſſed to me that after being out in the ſtorm 

laſt Wedneſday, he fat in wet clothes all 
the evening. 

Dear,“ cried Lady Honoris, and what 
would An de te him? f have no notion of 


a man's always wanting a cambric handker- 


chief about his throat. 

ve 8 your ladyſhip had rather minke 
him apply it to his eyes?“ cried the doctor: 
« however, fitting inactive in wet clothes 
would deftfoy A . man than Mr Del- 


vile; but he Prgor it, he ſays! which of you 


two young ladies could not have given as 
good reaſon?“? 
«© Your moſt obedient,” ſaid Lady Hono- 


tis; © An Why ſhould not a Lady give as 


d 4 feafon a5 2 Gentleman? 

<1 don't know,“ anſwered he, drily, «but 
from want of practice, 1 believe. 

« O worſe and worſe !”” cried Lady 158 
ria; « you {hall never be my phyſician; if 

1 was to be attended by you, you'd make me 
fick inſtead of well.” 

All the better,“ anfwered he, for then 
f muſt have the honour of attending you tilt 


I made you well inſtead of ſick.” And with 


a go0d-humoured ſmile, he left them; and 
Lord Derford, at the ſame time, coming into 
the room, Cecilia contrived to ftroll out into 
the Park. _ 
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Ihe account tq which ſhe had been liſten- 

ing redoubled her uneaſineſs; ſhe was con- 

ſcious that whatever was the indiſpoſition of 

Delvile, and whether it was mentafor bodily, 

ſhe was herſelf its occaſion : through her he 

had been negligent, ſhe had rendered him 
forgetful, and in conſulting her own fears in 
preference to his peace, ſhe had avoided an 
explanation, though he had vigilantly ſought 
one. She knew not, he told Ber, half the 
eoretchedneſs of his heart—Alas! thought i ſhe, 
he little conjectures the ſtate of mine! 

Lady Honoria ſuffered her not to be long 
alone; in about half an hour ſhe ran after 
her, gaily calling out, O Miſs Beverley, 
you have loſt the delightfulleſt diverſion in 
the world! I have juſt had the moſt ridicu- 

lous ſcene with my Lord Derford that you 

ever heard in your life! I aſked him what 
put it in his head to be in love with you, — 
and he had the ſimplicity to anſwer, quite 
ſerioully, his father!“ 

(He was very right, ”. ſaid Cecilia, “ it 
the deſire of uniting two eſtates is to be de- 
nominated being in love; for that, moſt cer- 

tainly, was put into his head by his father.” 

O but you have not heard half. I told 

him, then, that, as a friend, in confidence I 

- muſt acquaint him, L believed you intended. 
o marry Mortimer-—” 

Good heayen, Lady Honoria | 

KO, you ſhall heax the reaſon 3 5 becauſe, 
as 


15 
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28 f aſſured him, it was proper he ſhould im- 


mediately call him to account.” 

Are you mad, Lady Honoria ?”” 
For you know,” ” faid I, Miſs Bever- 
ley has bad one duel fought for her already, 
and a lady who has once had that compli- 


ment paid her, always expects it from every 
new admirer; and 1 really believe your not 


obferving that form, 18 the true cauſe of her 
coldneſs to you.“ 

* poſſible you can have ralkked ſo 
wildly !?? 

Les, and what is much better, he be- 
lieved every word I ſaid!“ 

& Much better No, indeed, it is 322 
worſe! and if, in fact, he is ſo uncommonly 
weak, I ſhall really be but little indebted a 
your ladyſhip for giving him ſuch notions.” 

O would not but have done it for the 
world! for I never laughed ſo immoderately 
in my life. He began afſüring me he was not 
afraid, for he ſaid he had practiſed fencin 
more. than any thing: ſo I made him promiſe 


: toſend a challenge to Mortimer as ſoon as he 


is well enough to come down again: for Dr 
Lyſter has ordered him to keœep his room.“ 
Cecilia, ſmothering, her. concern for this 


laſt piece of intelligence by pretending to feel 
it merely for the former, expoſtulated with 
Lady Honoria upon ſo miſchieyous a frolic, 
and earveſtly, entreated her t to 9 80 back and 


| contradict it . Har E £ £47 


22 1423 


* — No L 
O, 


/ 


— 


LEY: < 

8 
"IS — 6 
„ ene : 


e 
"RT 


2 Py. 
n 


— * 
0 * Ah Wo p—_— 
COERCE I; 


— * 
=: > 

an 2 
b n 


FT — r < x 
. - — 2 = Wt 2 N Py. 2” N 
P n n : 


[ns 
wo Um mA 


ns: 
r 
— —ͤ U— [ 
— I a ern 
LI 3 22 == 


r n 
a TW "w=x * p * 


1 5 
1 * 3 
1 
4; 
' / * 
* 
1 
1 * 
1 
5 1 * 
1 


202 G BGI E 1 A. 

'« No, no, not for the world!” eried the; 
< he has not the leaſt ſpirit, and I dare ſay he 
would not fight to ſave the whole nation from 
deſtruction; but T'l make him believe that 
it's neceſſary, in order to give him ſome- 
thing to think of, for really his poor head is 
fo vacant, that 1 am ſure if one might but 


1 it with . it would ſound Juſt 


2 drum.“ 
Cecilia, finding it vain to combat with het 
fantaſies, was at length obliged to ſubmit. 


The reſt of the day — patied very unplea- 
fantly; Delvile 5 re. not; his father was 


reſtleſs anddiſturbed, ant his mother, though 
5 to her gueſts, and for their ſakes 

ber ſpirits, was viftbly III diſpofed 
| 95 5 Rink or to 5 but of her Ion. | 


One diverſion, however, Cecilia found for | 


herfelf: Delvile had a favourite ſpaniel, 
which, when he walked, followed him, and 
when be. rode, ran by bis horſe ; this dog, 
bo wis not admitted into the houſe. MHenow 
took under ro own. care ; and fpent almoſt 
the whole day ont of doors, chiefly for the 
fatisfaftion of Lake im Her companion. 

The ah morning, when Dr Lyſter tame 


5 


ion; and Was g with Lady Ho- 


Wfte a preſcription 
Mrs Delvile; in a how mbmmenlte, Toro tsed 
bim, and with a face 1 voice f the ten. 
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FFP 
dereſt maternalapprehenſions, ſaid Doctor, 
one thing entruſtme withimmediately; Ican 


neither bear impoſition nor fuſpence;—you 


know what I would fay!—tell me if I have 
any thing to fear, that my . 2287 


be adequate! 
1 Nothing, 1 believe, in che world. oh 


_ « You believe!” repeated Mrs Delvile, 
ſtarting ; ** Oh, doctor!“ 5 
% Why you would not have me fay lam 
certain, would you? thefe are no times for 


7 and infallibility; kowever, I aſſure 
you I think him perfectly ſafe. He has done 
a foolith and idle trick, but no man is wiſe: 
always. We muſt get rid of his fever, and 
then if his cold remains, with any cough, he 
may make a little excurſion to Briſtol. - 

„Jo Briſtol! nay then, —1 ds 55 og 


you. too well!“ 
No, no, you don't underſtand me at all; 


I don't fend him to Briſtol becauſe he is in . 
bad way, but merely becauſe I mean to put 


him in a good one.“ 
„Let him, then, go immediately; ; Why 


ſhould he encreaſe the danger by waiting a 


moment? I will orden 
Hold, hold! I know what to order my- 


feelf! Tis a Grange thing people will always: 
teach me my own duty! why ſhould I make 
a man travel ſuch weather as this in a fever? 


do you think I want to confine him in a mad- 
houſe, or be confined in one-myſelf?” 


F 6 | 66- Cer- 


CEL TA; 


© Certainly you know beſt—but ul, if 


there is any danger 
No, no, there is not! only we don't 


| chal: there ſhould be any.. And how will he 


entertain himſelf better than by going to 
Briſtol? I fend him merely on a jaunt of 
pleaſure; and I am ſure he will be ſafer there 
than ſhut up in a houſe with two. fuch young 
ladies as theſe.” “ 

And then he made off. Mrs. Delvile, too 
anxious for converſation, left the room, and 


Cecilia, too conſcious for ſilence, forced her- 
ſelf into diſcourſe with. Lady Honoria. 


Three days ſhe paſſed in this uncertainty 


what the had to expect! blaming thoſe fears 
which had deferred an explanation, and tor- 


mented by Lady Honoria, whoſe raillery and 


Jevity: now grew. very, unſeaſonable. Fidel 


the favourite ſpaniel, was almoſt, her only 


confolation, and ſhe pleaſed herſelf not in- I 
conſiderably 855 makin 82 friend of the faith- 
ful animal, | 5 | 
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An AnECDOTE- 


GAN = 3 FIT the roſe wore a better 
* aſpect; Delvile's fever was gone, and 
Dr Lyſter permitted him to leave his room: 
à cough, however, remained, and his jour- 
ney to Briſtol was ſettled to take place in 

three days. Cecilia, knowing he was now 
expected down ſtairs, haſtened out. of the 
parlour the moment ſhe had finiſhed her 
breakfaſt; for, affected by his illneſs, and 
hurt at the approaching ſeparation, the dread-- 
ed the firſt meeting, and withed: to fortify 
her mind for bearing it with propriety. 

In a very few minutes, Lady Honoria, run-- 
ing after her, entreated that ſhe would come 
down; for Mortimer,“ ſhe cried, © is in 
the parlour, and the poor child is made ſo 
much of by its papa and mama, that I with 

they don't half kill him by their ridiculous 
fondneſs. It is amazing to me he is ſo pa- 
tient with them, for if they teazed me half 
as much, I ſhould. be ready to jump up and 
ihake them. But I wiſh. you would come 
down, for, I affureyou, it's a comical ſcene.” 
ihe * Your ladyſhip is oon diverted! ! but 
eee 


- * 19 > 


eee A. 


what is there ſo comical in the anxiety of 
parents for an only ſon ?“? 
Lord, they don't care a ſtraw for him all 
the time! it's merely that he may live to keep 
up this old caſtle, which I hope in my heart 
he will pull down the moment they are dead|! 
— But do, pray come; it will really give you 
l. ſpirits to ſee them all. The father keeps 
| ringing the bell to order half a hundred pair 
of boots for him, and all the great coats in 
the county ; and the mother fits and looks 
as if a hearſe and mourning coach were al- 
ready coming over the draw bridge : but 
1 the moſt diverting object among them is my 
F | Lord Derford! O, it is really too entertain- 
ing to ſee him! there he fits, thinking the 
q whole time of his challenge! I intend to em- 
ploy him all this afternoon in practifing to 
T 
And then again ſhe preffed her to join the 
group, and Cecilia, fearing ner oppoſition i 
might ſeem ſtrange, confented.. MR 
Delvile aroſe at her entrance, and, with | 
tolerable ſteadineſs ſhe congratulated Hhim 
on his recovery: and then, taking her ufual 
ſeat, employed herſelf in embroidering a 
Acreen. She joined, too, occaſionally, in the 
«converſation, and obferved, not without ſur- 
priſe, that Delvile ſeemed much lefs dejet- 
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ed than before his confinement. | = . 

8oon after, he ordered his horſe, and ac- 8 > 
companied by Lord. Derford, rode ont. Mr wy 
N Delvile 
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Delvile then took Lord Ernolf to ſhew him 
ſome intended improvements in another part 
of the caſtle, and Lady Honoria walked 
away in ſearch of any entertainment ſhe 
could find. ' 

Mrs Delvile, in better fpirits than ſhe had 
been for may days, ſent for her own work. 
and ſitting by Cecilia, converſed with her 

ain as informer times; mixing inſtruction 
with entertainment, and general ſatire with 
particular kindneſs, in a manner at once ſo 
lively and fo flattering, that Cecilia herſelf 
reviving, found but little difficulty in bear- 
ing her part in the converſation. 

And thus, with fome gaiety, and tolerable 
eaſe, was ſpent the greateſt part of the morn- 
ing 3 but juſt as they were talking of chang- 
ing their "dreſs for dinner, Lady Honoria, 
with an air 6f the utmoſt exultation, came 
fing into the room: © Well, ma am, the 
cried, I have ſome news now that 1 muſt 
dell you, 'becaufe it will make you believe me 
another time: aa I know tt will Pu you 


2 in a 1 „ I | 
Z babs eveetly defigned, At leaſt l fall 


IJ dtrs-Detvile, Kughing ; < however, PI truſt 


vou, for my paſſions Fowl not, juſt now, be 
rritated by ftra ws.“ 

« Why, ma' am, don't you remember 1 
told you when you Were in town that Mr 
| Mortimer Rep ta Miſtreſs— 


hes 1 . Mrs 3 diſdainful. 
| Yo 
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ty, and you may member; Lady Hono: 
ria, I told you 1 
O, you would not believe a word of it! 
but it's all true, I aſſure you! and now-he 
has brought her down here; he ſent for her 
about three weeks ago, and he has bearded 
her at a cottage, about half a mile from the 
park- gate.“ 

Cecilia, to whom Henrietta Belfield was 
inſtantly preſent, changed colour repeatedly, 
and turned ſo extremely ſick; ſhe could with 
difficulty keep her ſeat. She forced herſelf, 
however, to continue her work, though ſhe 
knew ſo little what ſhe was about. that ſhe Wl 
put her needle in and out of the fame place 
without ceaſing. 3 
Mean while Mrs Delvile, — 9 5 2 counte- 
nance of the utmoſt indignation, exclaimed 
Lady Honoria, if you think a tale of ſcan- 
dal ſuch as this reflects no diſgrace upon its 
relater, you muſt pardon me for entreating 
you to find an auditor more of the ſame * 1 
nion than myſelf.“ = 
« Nay, ma'am, ſince you are 7 angry, 1 
PII tell you the whole affair, for this is. but 
half of it. He has a child here, too, — — 1 
vow I long to-ſec it and he is ſo fond of it 
that he ſpends half his time in nurſing it ;— Ml 
'and that, L ſuppole, is the thing that takes 

him out ſo much: and I fancy, too, that's 
what my made him grow {0 en for r 3 
0 be. 


F 4 + 
7 / 4 3 
. * 7 "x 3 
; x 4 4 g ; # aw: . 6 Q 8 % : n 2 
ESI ers "1 3 5 _ — 8 9 : — 4 
- - "x 
4 , 
- .v 
s _4 6 7 a> 
* - * 
— 17 
4 . 
- 


, A Is 


a 


2 09E1C 13E,1 209 


be he thinks it would not be pretty to = 
very friſky, now he's a papa.“ | 

Not only Cecilia, but Mrs Delvile herſelf 
was now overpowered, and ſhe ſat for fome 
time wholly filent and cantounded. Lady 
Honoria then, turning to Cecilia, exclaimed, 
% Bleſs me, Miſs Beverley, what are you 
about! why that flower is the moſt ridicu- 
lous thing ever I flaw: you have ſpoilt your 

whole work.” = 
: Cecilia, in the utmoſt confalion, though 1 
pretending to laugh, then began to unpick 4 
it; and Mrs Delvile, recovering, more 
calmly, though not leſs angrily, faid, © And 
has this tale the honour of being invented 
ſolely * your ladyihip; or r had it any other 
aſliſtant 2?* 1 
O no, Taſſure you, it's no vention of 1 
mine; I had it from very good authority up- Ah 
on my word. But only look at Miſs Bever- 1 
ley! would not one think I had faid that ſhe 
had a child herſelf? She looks as pale as 
death. My dear, I am fure you can't be 
well?“ 

4. F hee? your pardon,” cried Cecilia, 
forcing a ſmile, though extremely provoke 
with her; © I never was better. 

And then, with the hope of appearing un- 
concerned, ſhe raiſed her head; but meeting 
the eyes of Mrs Delvile fixed upon her face 
With 2 look of n obſervation, 

abaſhed 


eri. 


abaſnied and guilty, ſhe again dropt it, and 
reſumed her work. 


„Well, my dear,“ ſaid Lady Honoria, 


I am ſure there is no occaſion to ſend for 
Dr Lyſter to you, for you recover yourſelf in 
a moment: you have the fineſt colour now I 
ever ſaw : has not ſhe, Mrs Delvile? did 
you ever ſee any body bluſh ſo becomingly?” 
wish, Lady Honoria,” ſaid Mrs Del. 
vile, with ſeverity, * were A to ſee 
bluſh!“ 
"46. © but I never do! not but what it's 
pry enough too; but I don't know how it 


it never happe 118, Now Euphraſia can 
bluſk from morning to night. I —_ think 
how ſhe centrives it. Miſs Beverley, too, 
plays at it vaſtly well; ſhe s red and white, 
and white and fed half 2 dozen times in a mi- 
nute. Eſpecially,” looking at her archly, and 


lowering her voice, © if you tale to her of I 
Mortimer!“ ; 1 
No, indeed! no fath thing!” cried Ce. 
eilia, with ſome reſentment, and again look. 
ing up; but glancing her eyes towards Mrs 


Delvile, and again meeting hers, filed with 


the ſtrongeſt expreſſion of enquiring folici- 


tude, unable to fuſtain their inquiſition, and 
ſhocked to find herfelf thus warthfally ob- 
ſerved, ſhe returned in haſty eonfuſion to her 
ye — | 


0 . my _ 5 eried Lady Honoria, L * 


ln, | | in, 


you intend to unpick the whole ſcreen ??* 
« How can the tell what ſhe is doing,” 
W id Mrs Delvile, with quickneſs, if you 
torment her this inceſſantly? Iwill take you 


peace. Vou ſhall do me the honout to attend 
my toilette, and acquaint me with ſome fur- 
cher pat ticulars of _ extraordinary diſco- 
very! ? 

Mrs Delvile then loft the room, but Lady 


= low voice, © Pity me, Miſs Beverl ey, it you 
have the leaſt good-hature ! I am now 

s bear a lecture of two Hours long? 
I © Cecilia, left to herſelf, was in a perturba- 


1 ous conduct ſeemed the reſult of forme entang.- 
tlement of vicey Henrietta Belfield; the art- 
leis Henrietta Belfield, ſhe feared Had bevn 


ber defire/ it t be concealed; = 
n chis ſtate of ſhame, regret, and reſent- 


ment, which made her forget to chai 

2 Qreſs,! Or Ber plaee, the was ſuddenly | 
4 ſed by Delvile. .. 01 
f Starting and colouring „me buſted herſelf 


JW dvrry out ef the! röom. Delve, though 
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aghinz “ but what are you about now? de 


2 


away from her, that ſhe may have a little 


Hotwria, before Ibs followed! her, fald, in a 


W tion aloft infupportable: Dalvile's myſivri- | 


S abuſed, änd her own II fated partiality, 
Which new, more tlian (ver ſhe wiſhed, un- 
known even to herſelf, was evidently betray. 
ed where moſt the dignity of her mind made 


ge her 


| ; | with collecting her Vork „that ſhe might . 
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for an inſtant: Icill 
aſtoniſhed, ſhe baſtened to her own apart fer 


could give her any right to manifeſt ſuch dil. 


.neſs © 


„ CECHALI 4. 


filent himfelf, endeavoured to aſſiſt her; but che 
when ſhe would have gone, he attempted to Wa. 
ſtop her, ſaying, 50 W Beverley, for three W tha 
minutes only.” Iten 

& No, Sir, cried the, indi coantly, cc not ing 
ant: . him utterly Meili 


. 

She was then 7 the had beet ſo preci 
pitate; : nothing had been clearly proved 
againſt him; no authority was ſo likely to be 
fallacious as that of Lady Honoria ; neither 
was he under any engagement to herſelf that 4 
pleaſure. Theſe reflections, however, came 
too late, and the quick feelings of her agita· 
ted mind were too rapid to wait che ciftates b 
of cool reaſon. _ 1 
At dinner ſhe attended wholly to Toud Er-. 
nals whoſe aſſiduous politeneſs, profiting by = 

the humour, ſaved her the painful effort of 
IE converſation, or the n Y 
giving way to ſilence, and enabled 
herto preſerve her general tenor between taci- RC 


- turnity and loquaciouſneſs. Mrs Delvile the 
did not once dare look at; but her ſon, the BY: 
ſaw, ſeemed greatly hurt; yet it vas proudly, 
not ſorrowfully, and therefore ſhe fait wes E 


leis uneaſineſs. 4 

During the reſt of the day, ck was bl 
paſſed in general ſociety, Mrs Delvile, 
e much ** frequentiy * 2 


a — A 
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the room, and ſending for Lady Honoria, 


Ut 

to Was more ſoft, kind and gentle with Cecilia 

ee than ever, locking at her with the utmoſt 
tenderneſs, often taking her hand, and freak 
ot ing to her with even unuſual fveetneſs, Ce- 
alia with mingled ſadneſs and pleaſure ob- 


ſeryed this encfeaſfng regard, which ſhe could 
Inot but attribute to the *difcovery made 


1. through Lady Honoria's miſchievous intelli- 
4 Weence, and which, while it rejoiced her with 
e the belief of her approbation, added freſſi 


Force to het regret in conſidering it was fruit- 
Wick. Delvile, meantime, evidently offended 
himſelf, converſed only. with the gentlemen, 
Ind went very early into his own room. 
When they were all retiring, Mrs Delvile, 
following Cecilia, , diſmiſſed her maid to talk 
ith her alone; 

56 Tan not, I a often ſhe cried, 
We ſolicitous or importunate to ſpeak about 
my fon”: his character, I believe, wants no 
inditat! clear and unſulliecl, it has al- 
ways be ee own ſu pport: e the aſperſion 
aaſt upon it this morning by Lady Honoria, 


4 as his mother, but Simply" 48 his friend.. 
Cecilia, who knew not whither ſuch an ex- 


planation might lead, nor wherefore it was 


made, heard this o ening with much emotion, 
but gave neither to that nor towhat followed 
ahy interruption. | 
Ws Detvile then continued: the had 
taken 


WW think myſeif bound to explain, not partially © 


. 


taken the trouble, the ſaid, to fift the whole 
affair, in order to ſhame Lady Honoria by a 
pointed conviction of what ſhe had invented, 
and to trace from the foundation the circum. 
cad whence her e or teport had 


Bere, it ſeems, hy hah 4 fortnight before 5 
the preſent time, in one of his morning walks, 
had obſerved a gipſey fitting by the ſide of the 

high road, who ſeemedextremely il, and who 
had a very b child tied to her hack. 

Struck wit e he ſtopt to enquire 

194 whom it ged; to herſelf, ihe 1a1d, 

ed bis charity wich the moſt pitiable ſo! 

cries of diſtreſs; telling him that ſhe was tra. [| | 

to join. ſome of her fraternity, who W © | 

Mas in 2 body near Bath, but was ſo ill with 
an ague and fever, that the as {he Gow | 

die on the road. b he 

Delve deſired ade to 05 to 0 the next cot · 1 

5 and promiſed to her hard there [ 1 

+ #46 Was be ter. He 72 5 ſpoke to the 4 

— and his wife who owned it to take them e 
15 who, glad to oblige his Hongur, inſtant- 4 
iy conſented; and he had fince called twice if 
to ſee in what manner they went on. 

„% How. fimple,”? .continued Mrs Delvilc, 
is a matter of fact in tel, and how com- 
plex when embelliſhed ! This tale has: been 1 
told by the ers to our ſervants; it has Wi 
travelled, probably gaining ſomething from 

5 eher n to Lady Honoria 8 maid, and, 


having 
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having reached her ladyſhi > Was ſwelled in a 
moment into all we "els I think, how- 
ever, that, for ſome time at leaſt, her levity 
will be rather leſs daring. I have not, in 
this affair, at all ſpared her; I made her hear 
from Mortimer himſelf the little ſtory as it 
happened; I then carried her to the cottage, 
W where we had the whole matter confirmed; 
Wand I afterwards inſiſted upon being told 
Wmyſclf by her maid all the had related to her 
lady, that ſhe might thus be unanſwerably 
convicted of inventing whatever ſhe omitted. 
bave occaſioned. her ſome confuſion, and, 
for the moment, a little reſentment ; but ſhe. 
Js ſo volatile that neither will laſt ; and 
though, with regard to my own family, I 
may perhaps have rendered her more cauti- 
aus, I fear, with regard to the world in ge- 
eral, ſhe is utterly incorrigible, becauſe it 
as neither pleaſure nor advantage to offer, 
hat can compenſate for the deprivation of 
elating one ſtaring tory, or ridiculous anec- 
oote.“ | | 
And then, wiſhing her good night, ſhe 
added, “ I make not any apology for this 
Maeetail, which you owe not, believe me, to a 
nother's folly, but, if I know myſelf at all 


oa love of truth and juſtice. Mortimer, 
Independent of all connection with me, can- 
ot but to every body appear of a character 
hich may be deemed even exemplary ; ca- 
umny, therefore, falling upon ſuch a 933 

I | * 


WW” w 


— 
ject, injures not only himſelf but ſociety, ſince 
it weaRens all confidence in virtue, and 
ſtrengthens the ſcepticiſm of depravity.“ 
J erD7 


Ah thought Cecilia, * to tne, at leaſt, i 


this ſolicitudefor his fame needs no apology! 
Humane and generous Delvile! never, again, 
will Ia moment donbt your worthineſs !” 
And then, cherifhing that darling idea, ſhe 
forgot all her cares and apprehenſiens, her 
quarrel, her ſuſpicions, and the approaching 
ſeparation, and, recompenſed for every thing 


by this refutation of his galls ſhe haſtened 


to bed, and compoſed herſelf to reſt, | 
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A CONFERENCE: | 


- 


FT ARLY the next morning, Cecilia had i 
vifit from Lady Honoria, who came to 
her own way, and lach at the 


tell her ſto 


* * 


anxiety of Mrs Delvile, and the trouble ſhe 
had taken; for, after all, continued ſhe, 
what did the whole matter fignify ? and how 
could J poſlibly help the miſtake ? when I 
heard of his paying for a woman's beard 3 


—  — 


e on 


Lt 
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what was ſo natural as to ſuppoſe ſhe muſt 
be his miſtreſs? eſpecially as there was 2 
child in the caſe. O how I wiſh you had 
been with us! you never ſaw ſuch a ridicu- 
lous ſight in your life; away we went in the 
W chaiſe full drive to the cottage, frightening 
all the people almoſt into fits; out came the 
poor woman, away ran the poor man, —botli 
of them thought the end of the world at 
hand! The gipſey was beſt off, for ſhe went 
to her old buſineſs, and began begging. I 
aſſure you, I believe the would be very pret- 
ty if ſhe was not ſo ill, and ſo I dare ſay Mor- 
timer thought too, or I fancy he would not 
have taken ſuch care of her.“ 

4 Fie; fie, Lady Honoria! will nothing 
| bring conviction to you.“ 
== < Nay, you know, there's no harm in 
= that, for why ſhould not pretty people live as 
well as ugly ones? There's no occaſion to 
leave nothing in the world but frights. I 
looked hard at the baby, to ſee if it was like 
Mortimer, but I could not make it out; thoſe 
young things are like nothing. I tried if it 


© WY would talk, for I wanted fadly to make it call 
„Mrs Delvile grandmama; however, the lit- 
tle urchin could ſay nothing to be underſtood. 


0 what a rage would Mrs Delvile have been 
in! I ſuppoſe this whole caſtle would hardly 
have been thought heavy enough to cruſh 
ſuch an inſolent brat, though it were to have 
fallen upon it all at a blow ' 70ꝰ 

Vol., III. ö Thus 


aw C EC II I 


Ihus rattled this li iglit · hear ted lady dil the 
Family was aembled to breakfaſt; ade then 
Cecilia, ſoftened towards Delvile by: newly. 
excited admiration, as well as by the abſence 
which would ſeparate them the following 
day, intended, by every little courteous of. 
fce in her power, to make her peace with 
him before his departure: but ſhe obſerved, 
with much chagrin, that Mrs Delvile never 
ceaſed to watch her, which, added to an ait: 
of pride in the coldneſs of Delvile;\ that he 
had never before aſſumed, diſcouraged her 
from making the attempt, and r he 4 
to ſeem quiet and unconcerned, _ n 
As ſoon as breakfaſt was over, the gent 3 
men all rode or walked out; and when the ; 
ladies were by themſelves, Lady Honoriz 
ſuddenly exclaimed, * Mrs Delvile, I can't 
imagine for what reaſon ren Mr Morti-| 
mer to Briſtol. 
For a reaſon, Lady I tlonoriz, chat vid! 
all your wildneſs, ] ſhould be 'very ſorry you 
ſhould know better by experience.” 
. Why then, ma'am, had we not better 
make a party, and all go? Miſs Beverly bd 
ſhould you like to join it? I am aid: i : 
would be vaſtly diſagreeable to you.” 
Cecilia, now again was red and bind, _ 
ci te and red, a dozen limes in a minuie; and 
Mrs Delvile, riſing and taking her hand, 
preſſively ſaid, Miſs Beverley, you kavef 
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mad-cap. oF a companion. I believe I ſhall 
puniſh her by taking you away from her all 
this morning; will you come and fit with me 
in-the drefkng-room?””. 2... 

Cecilia aſſented without daring to look at 
her, and followed in trembling, up ſtairs: 
Something of importance, ſhe fancied, would 
enſue, her ſecret ſhe ſaw was revealed, and 
therefore ſhe could form no conjecture but 
that Delvile would be the ſubject of their diſ- 
courſe: yet whether to explain his behaviour, 
or plead his cauſe, whether to expreſs her ſe- 
parate approbation, or communicate ſome 
intelligence from himſelf, ſhe had neither 
time, opportunity, nor clue to unravel. All 
that was undoubted ſeemed the affection of 
Mrs Delvile, all that, on her own part, could 
be reſolved, was to ſuppreſs her partiality till 
Jhe knew if it 800 properly be avowed. 

Mrs Delvile, who ſaw her perturbation, 
led immediately to ſubjects of indifference, 
and talked upon them ſo long, and with fo 
much eaſe, that Cecilia, recovering her com- 
poſure, began to think ſhe had been miſtaken, 
and that nothing was intended but a tranquil 


converſation. 


As ſoon, however, as ſhe had quieted her 


maqpprehenſions, the fat ſilent herſelf, with a 


W 1lookthat Cecilia eaſily conſtrued intothought- 
ful perplexity in what manner ſhe ſhould in- 


E | troduce what ſhe meant to communicate. 
| This pauſe was ſucceeded by her ſpeaking 
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of Lady Honoria ; “ how wild, how care. 
les, how incorrigible ſhe is! ſhe loſt her 
Mother early ; and the Duke, who idolizes 
her, and who, marrying very late, is already 
an old man, ſhe rules entirely; with him, 
and a ſupple governeſs, who has neither cou. 
rage to oppole her, nor heart to with wellbut 
to her own intereſt, ſhe has lived almoſt 
wholly. Lately, indeed, ſhe has come more 
into the world, but without even a deſire of 
improvement, and with no view and no 
thought but to gratify her idle humour by 
laughing at whatever goes forward.” 
She certainly neither wants parts nor dif. 
cernment,“ ſaid Cecilia; „and, when my 
mind is not occupied by other matters, I find 
her converſationentertainingandagreeable.” 

„ Yes,” ſaid Mrs Delvile, but that 
light ſort of wit which attacks, with equal 
alacrity, what is ſerious or what is gay, is 
twenty times offenſive, to once that it is ex- 
hilarating ; ſince it ſhews that while its only 
aim is ſelt-diverſion, it has the moſt inſolent 
negligence with reſpect to any pain it gives to 
others. The rank of Lady Honoria, though 
it has not rendered her proud, nor even made 
her conſcious ſhe has any dignity to ſupport, 
has yet given her ſaucy indifference whom 
ſhe pleaſes or hurts, that borders upon what 
in a woman is of all things the moſt odious, 
a. daring defiance of the world and its opi- 
nions.” f 1 SI £ | 
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Cecilia, never leſs diſpoſed to enter upon 
her defence, made but little anſwer; and, 
ſoon after, Mrs Delvile added, I heartily 
wiſh ſhe were properly eftabliſhed ; and yet, 
according to the pernicious manners and 


maxims of the preſent age, ſhe is perhaps 
more ſecure from miſconduct while ſingle, 


than ſhe will be when married. Her father, 
I fear, will leave her too much to herſelf, and 
in that caſe I ſcarce know what may become 
of her ; ſhe has neither judgement nor prin- 
ciple to direct her choice, and therefore, in 
all probability, the ſame whim which one 
day will guide it, will the next lead her to 
repent it.“ 


Again they were both ſilent ; and then 


Mrs Delvile, gravely, yet with energy ex- 
claimed, How few are there, how very 


few, who marry at once upon principles ra- 
tional, and feelings pleaſant! intereſt and in- 
clination are eternally at ſtrife, and where 
either is wholly ſacrificed, the other is inade- 
quate to happineſs. Yet how rarely do they 


divide the attention! the youngare raſh, and 


the aged are mercenary; their deliberations . 


are never in concert, their views are ſcarce. 


ever blended; one vanquithes, and the other 
ſubmits; neither party temporizes, and com 


monly each is unhappy.“ 


The time,” ſhe continued, © is now ar- 
rived when reflections of this ſort cannot too 
l1erioully occupy me; the errors I have ob- 
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ferved in others, 1 would fain avoid commit. 
ting ; yet ſuch is the blindneſs of ſelf love, 


that perhaps, even at the moment I cenſure 


them, I am falling, without conſciouſneſs, 
into the ſame! nothing, however, ſhall 


through negligence be wrong ; for where is 


the ſon who merits care and attention, if 


Mortimer from his parents deſerves not to 


meet them?“ 
The expectations of Cecilia were now again 
awakened, and awakened with freſh terrors, 


leſt Mrs Delvile, from compaſſion, meant to 


offer her ſervices; vigoroully, therefore, ſhe 
determined to exert herſelf, and rather give 


up Mortimer and all thoughts of him for 


ever, than ſubmit to receive aſſiſtance in per- 
ſuading him to the union. 

Mr Delvile,” ſhe continued,“ is moſt ear- 
neſt and impatient that ſome alliance ſhould 


take place without. further delay ; and for 


myſelf, could I ſee him with propriety and 
with happineſs diſpoſed of, what a weight ot 
anxiety would be removed from my heart!” 


Cecilia now made an effort to ſpeak, at- 


temptingto ſay, © Certainly, it is a matter of 
great conſequence;“ but ſo low was her 
voice, and fo. confuſed her manner, that Mrs 
Delvile, though attentively liftening, heard 
not a word. She forbore, however to make 
her repeat what ſhe ſaid, and went on her- 
elf as if ſpeaking in anſwer. 
Fm Not * his own, but the peace 165 his 
whole 
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* whole family will depend upon his election, 


ſince he is the laſt of his race. This caſtle 


3 | and eſtate, and another in the north, were 
W cntailed upon him by the late Lord Delvile, 
his grandfather, who, diſobliged by his eldeſt 


ſon, the preſent lord, left every thing he had 
power to diſpoſe of to his ſecond fon, Mr 


J | Delvile, and at his death, to his grandſon, 
W Mortimer. And even the preſent lord, 


tho? always at variance with his brother, is 
fond of his nephew, and has declared him his 


heir. I, alfo, have one ſiſter, who is rich, 
WF who has no children, and who has made the 
name declaration. Yet though with fuch 
high expectations, he muſt not connect him- 
= {cl imprudently ; for his paternal eſtate 
= wants repair, and he is well entitled with a 
= wife to expect what it requires.” 


Moſt true! thought Cecilia, yet aſhamed 


1 | of her recent failure, ſhe applied herſelf to 
her work, and would not again try to ſpeak. 


He is amiable, accompliſhed, well edu- 


= cated; and well born ; far may we look, and 
not meet with his equal; no woman need dif- 
= dain, and few women would refufe him.“ 


Cecilia bluſhed her concurrence; yet could 
well at that moment have ſpared hearing the 
eulogy. 

+ Yet how difficult,” ſhe continued, to 
find a proper alliance! there are many Who 
have fome recommendations, but who is 


| Gere wholly unexceptionable ?*? 
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This queſtion ſeemed unanſwerable, nor 
could Cecilia deviſe what it meant. 
Girls of high family have but ſeldom 
large fortunes, ſince the heads of their houſe 
commonly require their whole wealth for the 
ſupport of their own dignity; While on the 
other hand, girls of large fortune are fre- 
quently ignorant, inſolent, or low born; 
kept up by their friends leſt they ſhould fall 
2 prey to adventurers, they have no acquaint- 
ance with the world, and little enlargement 
from education; their inſtructions arelimited 
to a few merely youthful accompliſhments ; 
the ſirſt notionthey imbibe is of theirown im- 
portance, the firſt leſſon they are taught is 
the value of riches, and even from their cra- 
dles, their little minds are narrowed, and 
their ſelf-ſufficiency is excited, by cautions to 
beware of fortune-hunters, and aſſurances 
that the whole world will be at their feet. 
Among ſuch ſhould we ſeek a companion for 
Mortimer? ſurely not. Formed for dome- 
ſtichappineſs, and delighting in elegant ſocie- 


ty, his mind would diſdain an alliance in- 


which its affections had no ſhare.“ 
Cecilia colouring and trembling, thought 
now the moment of her trial was approach- 
ing, and half mortified and half frightened, 
prepared herſelf to ſuſtain it with firmneſs. 
I venture, therefore, my dear Miſs Be- 
verley, to ſpeak to you upon this ſubject as a 
friend who will have patience to hear my per- 
5 5 plexities; 


* 
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plexities; you ſee upon what they hang, 
where the birth is ſuch as Mortimer Delvile 
may claim, the fortune generally fails; and 
where the fortune is adequate to his expecta- 
tions, the birth yet more frequently. would 
diſgrace us.“ I. . 
Cecilia, aſtoniſhed by this ſpeech, and 
quite off her guard from momentary ſurpriſe, 
involuntarily raiſed her head to Iook at Mrs: 
= Delvile, in whoſe countenance ſhe obſerved 
the moſt anxious concern, tho' her manner 
ef ſpeaking had ſeemed placidand compoſed. 
Once, ſhe continued, without appear- 
ing to remark the emotion. of her auditor, 
“ Mr Delvile thought of uniting him with 
his couſin Lady Honoria; but he never could 
endure the propoſal ; and who ſhall blame 
his repugnance? her ſiſter, indeed, Lady Eu- 
phraſia, is much preferable, her education 
has been better, and her fortune is much. 
= more conſiderable... At preſent, however, 
Mortimer ſeems. greatly averſe to her, and 
== who has a right to be difficult, if we deny it 
JJJJkk(k 8 | | 
Wonder, uncertainty,. expectation and 
ſuſpence now all attacked Cecilia, and all har- 
raſſed her with redoubled violence; why ſhe: 
was called to this conference ſhe knew not; 
the approbation ſhe had thought ſo certain, 
he doubted, and the propoſal of afliſtanceſhe 
had apprehended, ſhe ceaſed to think would 
de offered: ſome fearful myſtery, ſome cruel: 
KK obſcurity 
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_ obſcurity, till clouded all her proſpects, and: 
not merely obſtructed her view of the future, 
but made what was immediately before her 
gloomy and indiſtinct. 

The ſtate of her mind feemed read by Mrs 
Delvile, who examined her with eyes of ſuch 
penetrating keenneſs, that they rather made 
difcoveries than enquiries. She was filent 
ſome time, and looked irrefolute how to 
proceed; but at length the aroſe, and taking 
Cecilia by the hand, who almoſt drew it 
back from her dread of what would follow, 
the faid “ will torment you no more, my 
| ſweet young friend, with perplexities which 
ou cannot relieve: this only I will fay, and 
then drop the ſubje& for ever ; when my ſo- 
Jicitude for Mortimer is removed, and he is 

_ eſtabliſhed: to the ſatisfaction of us all, no 
care will remain in the heart of his mother, 
half ſo fervent,. ſo anxious and ſo ſincere as 
the diſpoſal of my amiable Cecilia, for whoſe. 
welfare and happineſs my wiſhes are even ma- 
tei 

She then kiſſed her glowing cheek; and 
perceiving her almoſt ſtupified with aſtoniſh- 
ment, ſpared her any effort to ſpeak, by 
haſtily leaving her in poſſeſſion of her room. 

Undeceived in her expectations and chilled 
in her hopes, the heart of Cecilia no longer 
ſtruggled to ſuſtain its dignity, or conceal its 

tenderneſs; the conflict was at an end; Mrs 
Dclvile bad been open, though her fon was. 
_ myſter ious; 
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myſterious ; but, in removing her doubts, 
ſhe had bereft her of her peace. She now 
found her own miſtake in building upon her 
approbation; ſhe ſaw nothing was leſs in her 
intentions, and thateven when moſt ardent in 
affectionate regard, ſhe ſeparated her intereſt 
from that of her ſon, as if their union was a 
matter of dee impoſſibility. Vet Why,“ 
cried Cecilia, e Why is it dee med ſo * 
that ſhe loves —— ſhe is ever eager to pro- 
claim, that my fortune would be peculiarly 
uſeful, ſhe makes not a ſecret, and that I, at 
leaſt, ſhould ſtart no inſuperable objeRions; 
ſhe has, alas! but too abviouſſy diſcovered! 
Has ſhe doubts of her ſon ?—no,/the has too 
much | diſcernment ; the father, then, the 
haughty, impracticable father, has deſtined 
kim for fome woman of rank, and will _ 
to no other alliance.“ 
Ibis notion ſomewhat foothed her in the 
diſappointment ſhe ſuffered ; yet to know 
herſelf betrayed to Mrs Delvile, and to ſee 
no other conſequence enſue but that of ex- 
citing a tender compaſſion, which led her to 
diſcourage, from benevolence, hopes too 
high to be indulged, was a mortification fo 
tevere, that it cauſed her a deeper depreſſion 
of ſpirits than any occurrence of her life had 
yet occaſioned. © What Henrietta Belfield 
is to me, ſhe cried, © I am to Mrs Del- 
vile! but what in her i is amiable and artleſs, 
in me is diſgraceful and unworthy. And this 
K 6 18 
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is the ſituation which ſo. long I have deſired! | 


This is the change of habitation. which 1 
_— would make me ſo happy! oh who 
can chuſe, who can judge for himſelf? who 
can Point out the road to his own felicity, or 


decide upon the ſpot where his peace will be 


enſured !”? Still, however, ſhe had ſome- 
thing to do, ſome ſpirit to exert, and ſome 


fortitude to manifeſt : Mortimer, ſhe was 


certain, ſuſpected not his own power; his 
mother, ſhe knew, was both too good and 


too wiſe to reveal it to him; and = deter- 


mined, by caution. and frmnefs upon his 
leave-taking and departure, to retrieve, if 


As ſoon, therefave: 2s the recovered from 
her conſternation, ſhe quitted Mrs. Delvile's. 


apartment, and ſeeking Lady Honoria her- 
elf, determined not to penal even a moment 


alone, till Mortimer was gone; leſt the ſad- 
neſs of her reflections ſhould overpower her 
reſolution, and give a melancholy to her air 
and manner which he might attribute, with 


but too much Jane to concern upon. his 
own account. 


CH AP: 


poſſible, that credit with Mrs Delvile, which 
ſhe feared her betrayed. ſuſceptibility had 
weakened. : 
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la ſeemed tolerably eaſy. Lord Der- 
od too, encouraged by his father, endea- 
voured to engage ſome ſhare of her attention; 
but he totally failed; her mind was ſuperior 
to little arts of coquetry, and her pride had 


too much dignity to evaporate in pique; ſhe 


determined, therefore, at this time, as at all 
others, to be conſiſtent in ſhewing him he 
had no chance of her favour. 

At tea, when they were again aſſembled, 
Mortimer's journey was the only ſubject of 
diſcourſe, and it was agreed that he ſhould: 
{ct out very early in the morning, and, as the 
weather was extremely hot, not travel at all 
in the middle of the day. 

Lady Honoria then, in a whiſper to Cecilia, 


ſaid, “ ſuppoſe, Miſs Beverley, 109, will - 
riſe with the lark to-morrow morning? for 


your health, I mean. Early riſing, you know, 

18 vaſtly good for you.“ 
A e not to underſtand her, 
2 aid 


he of T dinner, 1 he Ee of Lord Er- a 
N. nolf, who was moſt happy to give it, 
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faid ſhe ſhould riſe, ſhe ſuppoſed, at ber uſual. 


time. 
4 P11 tell Mortimer, ws: returned | 
Ber ladyſhip, © to look up at your window 
before he goes off; for if he will play Ro- 
meo, you, I dare fay, will play Juliet, and 
this old caſtle is quite the thing for the muſty 
family of the Capulets: Edareſay Shakeſpear 
thought of it when he wroth of them.” 

Gay to himwhatyoupleaſeforyourſelf, 5 
cried Cecilia, but let me entreat you to ſay 
nothing for me.” 

And my Lord Derford,”” continued me; | 
ill make an exceſſive pretty Paris, for he 
ig vaſtly in love, though he has got nothing to 
ſay; but what ſhall We do for a Mercutio ? 
we may find zo whining Romeos toone gay 
and charming Mereutio. Beſides, Mrs Del- 
vile, to do her juſtice, is really too good for 
the old Nurſe, though Mr Delvile himſelf 
may ferve for all the Capulets and all the 
Montagues at once, for he has pride enough 
for both their houſes, and twenty more be- 
fides. By; the way, if I don't take care, I 
Hall have this Romeo run away before Fhave 
made my little dainty oy Paris pick a 

rrel with him.” 
She ther: walked up to one of the Win- 


dovs, and motioning Lord Derford to follow 


ker, Cecilia heard her ſay to him, © Well, 
my lord, have you writ your letter? and 
have you ſent it? Miſs ann, I cre 


| e TA: 
you, will be charmed beyond meafure by 
ſuch a piece of gallantry.” | 
« No, ma'am,” anſwered the ſimple young; 
lord, T have not fent it yet, for I have on- 
y writ a foul copy.” panes 
e O my lord, cried the, © that is the 
very thing you ought to fend ! a foul copy of 
a challenge is always better than a fair one, 
for it looks written with more agitation. I. 1. 
am vaſtly glad you mentioned that. _ Fl 
Cecilia then, riſing and joining them, faid,. 4 14 
What miſchief is Lady Honoria about 1þ4 
now? we muſt all be upon our guards, my +19 
lord, for ſhe has a ſpirit of diverſion that will 1 | | 
not ſpare us.” 8 1 170 
4 “Pray why do you interfere?” cried Lady 4 
Honoria, and then, in a lower voice, ſhe _ 114 


added, what do you apprehend ? do you 1 
ſuppoſe Mortimer cannot manage ſuch. a f 
poor little ideot as this?“ TY 
„ don't ſuppoſe any thing about the 
, TEES 35 
Well, then, don't interrupt my opera- 
tions. Lord Derford, Miſs Beverley has 
been whiſpering me, that if you put this 
ſcheme in execution, ſhe fhall find you, ever 
III „%%% ᷣ -op 05/2 y 
Lord Derford, I hope,” ſaid Cecilia, 
laughing, is too well acquainted with your 
ladyſhip to be in any danger of credulity.“ 
« Vaſtly well!“ cried ſhe, © 1 fee you 
are determined to provoke me; ſo if you 
e ſpoil 
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ſpoil my ſchemes, I will ſpoil yours, and tell 
a certain gentleman your tender terrors "or 
his ſafety.” 

Ceciha now, extremely 8 moſt ear- 
neſtly entreated her to me quiet; but the dic. 
covery of her fright only excited her lady- 
ſhip's laughter, and, with a look the moſt 
miſchievouſly wicked, ſhe called out Pray, 
Mr Mortimer, come hither! EE, 

Mortimer inſtantly obeyed; and Cecilia at 
the ſame moment would with pleaſure have 
endured almoſt anypuniſhment to have been. 

twenty miles off. | 

<& I have Rs continued her lady. 
ſhip, © of the utmolt conſequence to com- 

municate to you. We have been ſettling an 
admirable plan for you; will you promile to- 
be guided by us if I tell it you??? _ 
certainly!“ cried he; to doubt 
that would diſgrace us all round.” 
Well, then, —Miſs Beverley, have you 
any objection to my proceeding?“ 

None at all!““ anſwered. Cecilia, who! 
had the underſtanding to know. that the 
greateſt excitement to ridicule is oppoſition. 
Well, then, I muſt tell you,” ſhe con- 

tinued; ” it is the advice of us all, that as 
ſoon as you come to the poſſeſſion of your 
eſtate, you make ſome capital alterations 1 in 
this ancient caſtle.” 

Cecilia, greatly relieved, could with grati- 
tude- have. embraced her: and Mortimer, 
very 
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very certain that ſuch rattle was all her own, 
romiſed the utmoſt ſubmiſſion to her orders, 
and begged her further directions, declaring 
that he could not, at leaſt, delire a fairer 
architect. 

e What we mean,” ſaid . e may be 
effected with the utmoſt eaſe; it is only to 
take out theſe old windows, and fix ſome 
thick iron grates in their place, and 0 turn. 
the caſtle into a goal for the county.“ 

Mortimer laughed heartily at this propoſi- 
tion; but his father, unfortunately hearing 
it, ſternly advanced, and with great auſterity 
ſaid, 30] thought my. ſon. capable of put- 
ting | ſuch an inſult upon his anceſtors, what-. 
ever may be the value I feel for him „ I would 
baniſh him my preſence for ever“ 
Dear Sir, cried Lady Honoria, how 
would his anceſtors ever know it! ** i 

How] ?—why—that is a very extraordi- 
nary queſtion, Lady Honoria ?“ 6 

* Beſides, Sir, I dare ſay the ſheriff, or the 
mayor and corporation, or ſome of thoſe ſort 
of people, would give him money enough, 
for the uſe of it, to run him up a mighty, 
pret neat little box ſomewhere near , 
mon 0 

« A box!” exclaimed he indignantly ; * 2 
neathittl box for the heir of an eſtate ſuch as 
6 ET 

L only mean,” ers ſhe, ide that 
he EET have ſome ee a little more 5 : 

: ant 
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fant to Fey in, for really that old moat and 


draw. bridge are enough to vapour him to 


death; 1 8 for my life imagine any uſe 


they are of: unleſs, indeed, to frighten away 
the deer, for nothing elſe offers to come over. 


But, if you were to turn the houſe into a 


<P NE 
894 A A goal?” cried Mr Delvile, ſtill more 
angrily, © your ladyſhip muſt pardon me if 1 
entreat you not to mention that word again 
when you are pleaſed to — of Delvile 

A 
Der Sir, why not? - | 
« Becauſe it is a term that, in itſelf, "ROW 


a young lady, has a ſound peculiarly i impro- 


per; and which, applied to any gentleman's 
ancient family ſeat, a thing, Lady Honoria, 

5 refpectable, however lightly ſpoken 
of !—has an effect the leaft agreeable that 
can be deviſe: for it implies an idea either 


that the family, or the manſon, 3 is going into 


decay.“ 

Well, Sir, you know, with regardto the 
man ſion, it is certainly very true, for all that 
other fide, by the old tower, looks as if it 
would fall upon one's head every time one is 
N to paſs it.“ 

«© I proteſt, Lady Honoria,” faid Mr 
Delvile, © that old tower, of which you are 
pleaſed to ſpeak ſo ſlightingly, is the moſt 

onourable teftimony to the antiquity of the 


| cattle of any now remaining, and I would 


not 


tile them, in the kingdom.“ 


« am ſure I am very glad of it, Sir, for 


II dare {ay nobody would give even one of 
them for it.“ | 

« Pardon me, Lady Honoria, you are 
greatly miſtaken ; they would give a thou- 
ſand; ſuch a thing, belonging to a man from 
his own anceſtors, is invaluable,” _ 
Why, dear Sir, what in the world could 
chey do with it? unleſs, indeed, they were to 
let ſome man paint it for, an opera ſcene.“ 
A worthy uſe, indeed!” cried Mr Del. 


4 vile, more and more affronted : and pray 
does your hdyfhip. talk thus to my Lord 


Duke!“ 


« O yes; and he never minds it at all.“ 


It were ſtrange if he did!” cried Mrs: 


body can be found who does mind it.“ 


„Why now, Mrs Delvile,“ fhe anſwered 


pray be ſincere; can you poſſibly think this 
gothic ugly old place at all comparable to 
any of the new villas about town?“ 
Gothic ugly old place!“ repeated Mr 
Delvile, in utter amazement at her dauntleſs. 


kfightineſs; „your ladyſhip really does my 


humble dwelling too much honour?” 

Lord, I beg a thouſand pardons!” cried 
hc, © I really did not think of what I was 
1 Aying. Come, dear Miſs. Beverley, 7 


&FOFLIA' . a 


not part with it for all the new boxes, as you 


˙b?. ee 
walk out e with me, for I am too much ſhock. 
ed to ſtay a moment longer.“ 

And then, taking Cecilia by the arm, ſhe 
hurried her into the park, through a door 


which led thither from the parlour. 
% For heaven's ſake, Lady Honoria,” ſaid 


Cecilia, © could you find no better enter. 
tainment for Mr Delvile than eg his 


own houſe?“ 
O,“ cried ſhe, laughing, « did you ne- 
ver hear us quarrel before? why when I was 


here laſt ſummer, I uſed to affront him ten 


times a day. 
And was that a regular ceremony: * 
& No, really, I did not do it purpoſely ; 


but it ſo happened; either by talking of the 
caſtle, or the tower, or the draw- bridge, or 
the fortifications; or wiſhing they were all 


employed to fill up that odious moat ; or 


ſomething of that ſort; for you know a ſmall | 


matter will put him out of humour.” 
And do you call it ſo ſmall a matter, to 
wiſh a man's whole habitation annihilated?“ 
Lord, I don't wiſh any thing about it: 
I only ſay io to provoke him.” 


* And what Range PRs can that give 


you : p23. 
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It makes them look ſo exceſſively ugly: 


And is that the way you like every body | 


ſhould look, Lady Honoria ?”? 6 
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leaving him ?”. 


EE CILIA a 


& O my dear, if you mean me, I never 
was in a paſſion twice in my life: for as ſoon 
as ever I have provoked: the people, I always 
run away. But ſometimes I am in a dreadful 
fright leſt they ſhould ſee me laugh, for they 
make ſuch horrid grimaces it is hardly poſſi- 
ble to look at them. When my father has 
been angry with me, I have ſometimes been 
obliged to pretend I was crying, by way of 
excuſe for putting my handkerchief to my 
face: for really he looks ſo exceſſively hi- 
deous, you would ſuppoſe he was makin 


mouths, like the children, merely to frighten 


„Amazing!“ exclaimed Cecilia, your 


ladyſhip can, indeed, never want diverſion, 


to find it in the anger of your father. But 


does it give you no other ſenſation? are you 


not afraid??? | | 


O never! what can he do to me, you 
know? he can only ſtorm a little, and ſwear 
a little; for he always ſwears when he is an- 


= gry; and perhaps order me to my own room; 


and ten to one but that happens to be the 
very thing I want ; for we never quarrel but 
when we-are alone, and then it's ſo dull, I 
am always wiſhing to run away.“ 7 

And can you take no other method of 
Why think none ſo eaſily : and it can 
do him no harm, you know: I often tell 


= wm, when we make friends, that if it were 


» : | not 
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not for a poſtilion and his daughter, he woull 
be quite out of practice in ſcolding and 

Swearing; for whenever he is upon the road 
he does nothing elfe : though why he is ij 
Fuch a hurry, nobody can divine, for g0 
whither he will he has nothing te do.“ 

Thus ran on this flighty lady, happy in 
high animal ſpirits, and careleſs who waz 
otherwiſe, till, at forme diſtance, they per. 
ceived Lord Derford, who was approaching 

Xo join them. Y 

e Miſs Beverley,” vid ſhe, here comes 
your adorer : I ſhall therefore only walk on 
till we arrive at that large oak, and then make 
him proſtrate himſelf at your feet, and leave 

you together.” 4 

« Your ladyſhip is extremely good! but il 

I am glad to be 8 of your intention, 
asit will enable me to ſave you that trouble.” 

She then turned quick back, and paſſing 

1 Derford, who ſtill walked on towards fl 
Lady Honoria, the returned to the houſe: bn 
but upon entering the parlour, found all the (lp 
company diſperſed, Delvile alone excepted, 

who was walking about the room with his 

itablets in his hand, in which he had been Jl 

writing. 1 

From a mixture of ſhame and ſurpriſe, 

Cecilia, at the light of him, was involunta- | 

Tily retreating ; but, haſtening to the door, 

he called out in a reproachful tone, “ Will I 

_ not even enter the fameroom with 2 2 

e 
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O yes, cried the, returning: Was 


only afraid I diſturbed ou. 
No, madam,” anſwered he, gravely; 
« you are the only perſon who could nt 
diſturb me, ſince my employment was ma. 
king memorandums for a letter to yourſelt ; 


the honour of even à ſive minutes audience.“ 

Cecilia, in the utmoſt confuſion at this at. 
tack, knew not whether to ſtand ſtill or pro- 
ceed; but, as he re continued his 
ſpeech, ſhe found ſhe had no choice but to 


ſtay. 
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cially as thelength of my abſence is extremely 
uncertain, while I have the unhappineſs to be 
under your diſpleaſure, without making ſome 
little attempt to apologize for the behaviour 
which incurred it. Muſt I, then, finiſh my 
letter, or will you at laſt deign to hear me?” 
My diſpleaſure, Sir, ſaid Cecilia, © died 
with its oecaſion; I beg, therefore, that it 
may reſt no longer in your-remembrance.” 
I meant not, madam, to infer. that the 
ſubject or indeed that the object merited your 
deliberate attention; I ſimply wiſh to explain 
what may have appeared myſterious in my 
conduct, and for what may have ſeemed ſtill 
more cenfurable, to beg your pardon.” 
Cecilia now, recovered from her firſt ap- 
Prehenſions, and calmed, becauſe piqued, 05 
gay | 7 


with which, however, I did mot deſire to im- 
portune you, but that you have denied me 


« I ſhould be ſurry to quit this place, eſpe- 
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the calmneſs with which he ſpoke himſelf 


made no oppoſition to his requeſt, but ſuf. 
fering him to ſhut both the door leading in. 


to the garden, and that which led into the 
hall, ſhe ſeated herſelf at one of the win. 


dows, determined to liſten with ir 


to this long expected explanation. 

The preparations, however, which he made 
to obviate being overheard, added to the 
ſteadineſs with which Cecilia waited his fur. 
ther proceedings, ſoon robbed him of the 
courage with w ich he began the aſſault, and 


evidently gave him a with of eas. him- 


ſelf. 

At length, after much heſitation, he faid, 
+ This indulgence, madam, deſerves my 
moſt grateful acknowledgments; it is, in- 
deed, what I had little right, and till lets 
reaſon, after. the ſeverity I have met with 


from you, to expect.“ 


And here, at the very mention of ſeverity, 


his courage, called upon by his pride, in- 
ſtantly returned, and he went on with the | 


ſame ſpirit he had begun. 


That ſeverity, however, I mean not to b 


lament ; on the contrary, in a ſituation ſuch 


as mine, it was perhaps the firſt blefling 1 | 


could receive; I have found from it, indeed, 
more advantage and relief than from all that 
philoſophy, reflection or fortitude could offer. 


It has ſhewn me the vanity of bewailing the | f 
barrier placed by fate to mY wiſhes, fiance it 


has 


E r "a 


| has ſhewn me that another, leſs inevitable, 
but cqually inſuperable, would have oppoſed 
ZW them. I have determined, therefore, after a 
ſtruggle I muſt confeſs the moſt painful, to 
deny myſelf the dangerous ſolace of your ſo- 
ciety, and endeavour, by joining diſſipation 
to reaſon, to forget the too great pleaſure 
which hitherto it has afforded me.“ 

= < Eaſy, Sir,“ cried Cecilia, will be your 
WT taſk : I can only wiſh the re-eſtabliſhment_ 
of your health may be found no more diffi- 

= cult.” 

Ah, madam,” cried he, with a reproach- 
ful ſmile, © he jets at ſtars who never felt a 
= wound —but this is a ſtrain in which I have 
no right to talk, and I will neither offend 
your delicacy, nor my own integrity, by en- 
deavouring to work upon the generoſity of 


your diſpolition in order toexcite your com- 
paſſion. Not ſuch was the motive with which 
l begged this audience; but merely a deſire, 
before I tear myſelf away, to opento you my 


3 heart, without palliation or reſerve.” 
= He pauſed a few moments; and Cecilia 


2 finding her ſuſpicions juſt that this interview 
was meant to be final, conſidered that her 
trial, however ſevere, would be ſhort, and 


called forth all her reſolution to ſuſtain it 

W with ſpirit. {LOS | 
| © Long before I had the honour of your 
# acquaintance,” he continued, your cha- 


racterandyouraccompliſhmentswereknown 
VorL, III. L to 
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to me: Mr Biddulph of Suffolk, who waz 
my firſt friend at Oxford, and with whom 
my intimacy is fill undiminiſhed, was early 
ſenſible of your excellencies: we correſpond. 
ed, and his letters were filled with your 
praiſes. He confeſſed to me, that his admi- 
ration had been unfortunate:—alas! T might 
now make the ſame confeſſion to him?“ 
Mr Biddulph, among many of the neigh. 
bouring gentlemen, had made propoſals to 
the Dean for Cecilia, which, at her deſire, 
were rejected. | 
When Mr Harrel ſaw maſks in Portman- 
ſquare, my curioſity to behold a lady fo 


adored, and ſo cruel, led me thither; your 


dreſs made you eaſily diſtinguiſhed. —Ah, 
Miſs Beverley! I venture not to mention 


what I then felt for my friend! I will only ſay 


that ſomething which I felt for myſelf, warn- 
ed me inſtantly to avoid you, ſinee the clauſe 


in your uncle's will was already well Known 


to me.“ | 


Now, then, at laſt, thought Cecilia, all | 
perplexity is over the change of name is 
the obſtacle ; he inherits all the pride of his | 
family, —and therefore to that family will | | 


unrepining leave hint! 


«This warning,” he continued, I ſhould 
not have diſregarded, had I not, at the opera, | : 


been deceived intoabeliefyourwereengaged; 


I then wiſhed no longer to ſhun you; bound | S 
in honour to forbear all efforts at ſupplant- iſ 


ing 
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ing a man, to whom t thought you almoſt 
united, I conſidered you already as married, 
and eagerly as I ſought your ſociety, I fon ght 
it not with more pleaſure than innocence. 
Yet even then, to be candid, I found in my- 
ſelf a reſtleſſneſs about your affairs that kept 
me in eternal- -perturbation : but T flattered 
myſelf it was merecurioſity, and only excited 
by the perpetual change of opinion to which 
occaſion gave riſe; concerning which was the 
happy mak.” 

te am ſorry,” ſaid Cecilia, coolly, * there 
was any ſuch miſtake.” _ 

„ J will not, madam, fatigue you, he 
returned, by tracing the progreſs of my 
unfortunate admiration ; I will endeavour to 
be more brief, for I ſee you are already wea- 
ried.” He ſopt : a moment, hoping for ſome 
little encouragement; but Cecilia, i in no hu- 
mour to give it, aſſumed an air ot: uncon- 
cern, and fat wholly quiet. 

<« I knew not,” he then went on, with 2 


look of extreme mortfication. c the warmth 


with which I honoured your virtues, till you 
deigned to plead to me for Mr Belfield but 
let me not recollet the feelings of that mo- 


ment — yet were they nothing. — cold, lan- 


guid, lifeleſs to what! afterwards experienced, 
when you undeceived me ſinally with reſpect 


to your ſituation, and informed me the report 


concerning Sir Robert Floyer was equally 


| 9 | erroneous with that which concerned Bel- 


. 2 field! | 


— 
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field | O what was the agitation of my whole 
ſoul at that inſtant !—to know you diſen. 


 gaged,—to ſee you before me,—by the dil. 


miſtake I had cheriſhed —” 3 
Cecilia then, half riſing, yet again ſeating 
herſelf, looked extremely impatient to be 
one. „ 
* “ Pardon me, madam,” he cried ; © I 
will have done, and trace my feelings and my 
ſufferings no longer, but haſten, for my own 
ſake as well as yours, to the reaſon why Ihave 
ſpoken at all. From the hour that my ill- 
deſtined paſſion was fully known to myſelf, ! 
weighed allthe conſequences of indulging it, 


order of my whole frame to diſcover the 


and found, added to the extreme hazard of 


ſucceſs, an impropriety even in the attempt. 
My honour in the honour of my family is 
bound! what to that would ſeem wrong, in 


me would beunjuſtifiable: yet where induce- 


ments ſo numerous were oppoſed by one ſin- 

leobjection!—where virtue, beauty, educa- 
tion and family were all unexceptionable,— 
Oh cruel clauſe ! barbarous and repulſive 


clauſe ! that forbids my aſpiring to the firſt 


of women, but by an action that with my 


_ own family would degrade me for ever!” 


He ſtopt, overpowered by his own emo- 
tion, and Cecilia aroſe. * I ſee, madam,” 
he cried, © your eagerneſs to be gone, and 
however at this moment I may lament it, I 


Hall recollect it hereafter with advantage. 


But 


n „eee 3% R CdS 


e er 


F 1 
But to conclude: I determined to avoid you, 
and, by avoiding, to endeavour to forget 
you: I determined, alſo, that no human be- 
ing, and yourſelf leaſt of all, ſhould know, 
ſhonld even ſuſpect the fituation of my mind: 
and though upon various occaſions, my pru- 
dence and forbearance have ſuddenly yielded 
to ſupriſe and to paſſion, the ſurrender has 
been ſhort, and almoſt, I believe, unnoticed. 
«© This ſilence and this avoidance l fuſtain- 
ed with decent conſtancy, till, during the 
ſtorm, in an ill-fated moment, I ſaw, or 
thought I ſaw you in ſome danger, and 
then, all caution off guard, all reſolution ſur- 
priſed, every paſſion awake, and tenderneſs 


33. 


triumphant—— | 

% Why, Sir,” cried Cecilia, angrily, © and 
for what purpoſe all this ?? | 
„ Alas, I know not!” ſaid he, with a deep 
figh: I thought myſelf better qualified for 
this conference, and meant to be firm and 
conciſe. I have told my ſtory ill, but as 
your own underſtanding will point out the 
cauſe, your own benevolence will perhaps 
urge ſome excuſe, _ | 

<< Too certain, ſince that unfortunate ac- 
cident, that all diſguiſe was vain, and con- 
vinced by your diſpleaſure of the impropriety 
of which J had been guilty, I determined, as 
the only apology I could offer, to open to you 
2 whole heart, and then fly you perhaps 
or ever. | | 
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“ This, madam, incoherently indeed, 1 
with ſincerity, I have now done: my ſuffer. 
ings and my conflicts I do not mention, for! 
dare not! O were I to paint to you the bit. 
ter ſtruggles of a mind allat war with itſelf,— 

Duty, ſpirit, and fortitude, combating love, 
happineis and inclination, —each , ee 


alternatelyandalternately each vanquithed,— 


I could endure it no longer, I reſolved by one 
effort to finiſh the ſtrife, and to undergo an 


inſtant of even exquiſite torture, in prefer. 


ence to a continuance of ſuch lingering mi. 
ſery !“ 

< The reſtoration of your health, Sir, and 
fince you fancy it has been n injured, of your 


| happineſs,” ſaid Cecilia, < will, I hope, be 


as ſpeedy, as I doubt not they are certain.” 
« Since ] fancy it has been injured!” repeat- 
ed hc; 5 what a phraſe, after an avowal ſuch 
as mine! But why ſhould I with to convince 
you of my ſincerity, when to you it cannot 
be more indifferent, than to myſelf it is un- 


fortunate! I have now only to entreat your 


pardon for the robbery I have committed up- 
on your time, and to repeat my acknowledg- 
ments that you. have.endeavoured to hear me 
with patience.” 

« If yon honour me, Sir, with ſome por- 
tion of your eſteem,” ſaid the offended Ce- 
„ theſe acknowledgments, perhaps, 
ſhould be mine ; iuppoſc them, however 

made, 
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made, for I have a letter to write, and can 
SW therefore ſtay no longer.“ : 

Nor do I preſume, madam,” cried he, 
proudly, © to detain you: hitherto you mgy 
trequentlyhavethoughtme myſterious, ſome- 
times ſtrange and capricious, and perhaps al- 
moſt always unmeaning; toclear myſelttrom 

= theſe imputations, by a candid confeſſion of 

the motives which have governed me, is all 

that I wiſhed. Once, alſo—I hope but once, 
you thought meimpertinent,—there,indeed, 
L leſs dare vindicate myſelf.—“ | | 
There is no occaſion, Sir,” interrupted 
ſhe, walking towards the door, for further 
vindication in any thing; I am perfectly fa- 
tisfied, and if my good wiſhes are worth your 
acceptance, aſſure yourſelf you poſſeſs them.“ 

“ Barbarous and inſulting!” cried he, half 
to himſelf; and then, with a quick motion 
haſtening to open the door for her, Go, ma- 
dam, added he, almoſt:;breathlefs with con- 
flicting emotions, < go, and be your happi- 
nels unalterable as your:;inflexibinty!?? 

Cecilia was turning back to anſwer this re- 
proach, but the ſight of Lady Honoria, who 
was entering at the other door, deterred her, 
and ſhe went on. 1 | 

When ſhe came to her own room, ſhe 
walked about it ſome time in a ſtate ſo unſet. 
tled, between anger and diſappointment, ſor- 
row and pride, that ſhe ſcarce knew to which 

3B emotion 


» 


1 


emotion to give way, and felt almoſt burſt- 
ing with each. 

* The dye,” ſhe cried, “is at laſt thrown: 
and this affair is concluded for ever Delvile 
himſelf is content to relinquiſh me: no father 
has commanded, no mother has interfered, 
he has required no admonition, full well en. 
abled to act for himſelf by the powerfulinſti. 
gation of hereditary arrogance ! Yet my fa- 

mily, he fays,—unexpected condeſcenſion 

my familyandeveryother circumſtance is un- 
exceptionable; how feeble, then, is that re- 
gard whichyields to one only objection! how 
potent LURE haughtineſs which to nothing will 

give way: Well, let him keep his name! 

fince ſo wonderous its properties, ſo all- ſuffi- 

6 cient its preſervation, what vanity, what pre- 
- Ffumption in me, to ſuppoſe myfelt an equi- 

valent for its loſs!” . 

8 || Thus, deeply offended, her ſpirits were 
Ui ſupported by reſentment, and not only while 
W || in company, but when alone, ſhe found her- 
1 ſelf ſcarce averſe to the approaching ſepara. 
W |; tion, and enabled to endure it without re- 


pining. 
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A RETREAT» 


| T HE next morning Cecilia aroſe late, not 
only to avoid the raillery of Lady Ho- 
noria, but to eſcape ſeeing the departure of 
Delvile; ſhe knew that the ſpirit with which 
ſhe had left him, made him, at preſent, think 
her wholly inſenſible, and ſhe was at leaſt 
WS happy to be fpared the mortification of a diſ- 
covery, ſince ſhe found him thus content, 
without even ſolicitation, to reſign her! 
Before ſlie was dreſſed, Lady Honoria ran 
ninto her room, A new ſcheme of politics!“ 
ſhe cried ; our great ſtateſman mtends to 


WS leave us: he can't truſt his baby out of his 


ght, fo he is going to nurſe him while upon 
the dead himſelf. Poor pretty dear Morti- 
mer what a puppet do they make of him! 
have a vaſt inclination to get a pap-boat 
= myſelf, and make him a preſent of it.“ 
Cecilia then enquired further particulars, 
and heard that Mr Delvile propoſed accom- 


WT panying his ſon to Briſtol, whoſe journey, 
Wy therefore, was poſtponed for a few ours to 


give time for new preparations. 
Mr Delvile, who, upon this occaſion, 
© N 
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thought himſelf overwhelmed with buſineſs, 
becauſe, before his departure, he had ſome 
directions to give to bis domeſticks, choſe to 
breakfaſt in his own apartment : Mrs Del. 
vile, alſo, wiſhing for ſome private conver. 
ation with her ſon, invited him to partake of 
her's in her dreſſing-room, ſending an apology 
to her gueſts, and begging they would order 
their breakfaſts when they pleaſed. 

Mr Delvile, ſcrupulous in ceremony, had 
made ſundry apologies to Lord Ernolf for 
leaving hit; ; but his real anxiety for his fon 
overpowering his artificial character, the ex- 
cules he gave to that nobleman were ſuch as 
could not poſſibly offend ; and the views of 
his lordſhip himſelf in his viſit, being nothing 
interrupted, ſo long as Cecilia continued at 


the caſtle, he readily e ngaged, as 2 proof IM 


that he was not affronted, to remain with 
Mrs Delvile till his return. 

Cecilia, therefore, had her breakfaſt with 
the two lords and Lady Honoria; and when 
it was Over, Lord Fraok propoſed to his ſon 
riding the firſt ſtage with the twWo Mr Delviles 


on horſeback. This was agreed upon, and 


they left the room: and then Lady Honoria, | 


full of frolic and gaiety, feized one of the 
napkins, and proteſted the would {end it to 


Mortimer for a /{abbering-bib : the therefore I 


made it up in a parcel, and wrote upon the 
iuſide of the paper with which ſhe enveloped 
it, t A * fore for Maſter Mortimer Del. 


vile, 
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vile, leſt he ſhould daub his pappy when he. 
is feeding him.“ Eager to have this properly 


1 conveyed, ſhe then ran out, to give it in 


charge to her own man, who was to prelent 
him with it as he got into the chaiſe. 

She had but juſtquitted the room, when the 
door of it was again opened, and by Morti- 
mer himſelf, booted, and equipped for his 

« Miſs Beverley here! and alone!“ cried 
he, with a look, and in a voice, which ſhew- 
ed that all the pride of the preceding even- 
ing was ſunk into the deepeſt dejection 
« and does ſhe not fly as I approach her; 
can ſhe patiently bear in her fight one ſo 
ſtrange, ſo fiery, ſo inconſiſtent? But ſhe is 
too wiſe to reſent the ravings of a madman; — 
and who, under the influence of a en 18 
once hopeleſs and violent, can boaſt, but at 
intervals, full poſſeſſion of his reaſon ?“ 

Cecilia, utterly aſtoniſhed by a gentleneſs 
ſo humble, looked at him in ſilent ſurpriſe; 
he advanced to her mournfully, and added, 
* am aſhamed, indeed, of the bitterneſs of 
ſpirit with which I laſt night provoked your, 
diſpleafure, when I ſhould have ſupplicated 
your lenity: but though I was prepared for 
your coldneſs, I could not endure it, and 
though your indifference was almoſt friendly, 
it made me litde leſs than frantic; ſo ſtrange- 
ly may juſtice be blinded by paſſion, and 
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i every faculty of reaſon be 90 by ſelfiſh. 


nefs !?? 


Lou have no apology to make, Sir,” 


cried Cecilia, bs ei believe me, I require 


none.” 

« You may well,” returned he, half- 
{miling, < diſpenſe with my apologies, ſince 
under the ſanction of that word, I obtained 
your hearing yeſterday. But, believe me, 
you will now find me far more reaſonable; a 
whole night's reflections—reflections which 
no repoſe interrupted have brought me to 
my ſenſes. Even en you know, have 


lucid moments!“ 


Do you intend, Sir, to ſet off ſoon ?” 
believe ſo; I wait only for my father. 

But why is Miſs Beverley ſo impatient? I 

{hall not foon return ; that, at leaſt, is cer- 


tain, and, for a few inſtants delay, may ſure- 
1y offer ſome palliation: See! if I am not 


ready to again accuſe you of*ſeverity |—I 
muſt run, I find, or all my boaſted reforma- 
tion will end but 1 in freſh offence, freſh diſ- 


grace, and freſh contrition! Adieu, ma- 


dam !—and may all proſperity attend you! 


That will ever be my darling wiſh, however 


long my ablence, however diſtant the cli- 


% 


mates which may part us! 
He was then hurrying away, but Cecilia, 


from an impulſe of ſurpriſe too ſudden to be 


reſtrained, exclaimed, © The chmates ?—do 


you, then, mean to leave England ?” - | 
« Yes,” cried be, with - _y or | 


wy 
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why ſhould I remain in it? a few weeks only 


could I fill up in any tour ſo near home, and 


hither in a few weeks to return would be 


folly and madneſs :' in an abſence ſo brief, 
what thought but that of the approaching 
meeting would occupy me? and what, at 
that meeting, ſhould I feel, but joy the moſt 
dangerous, and delight which Idare not think 
of every conflict renewed, every ſtruggle 
re- felt, again all this ſcene would require to 
be acted, again I muſt tear myſelf away, and 
every tumultuous paſſion now beating in my 
heart would be revived, and, if poſſible, be 


revived with added miſery !—No !—neither 


my temper nor my conſtitution will endure 
ſuch another ſhock, one parting ſhall ſuffice, 
and the fortitude with which 1 will lengthen 
my ſelf-exile, ſhall atone to myſelf for the 
weakneſs which makes it requiſite!“ 

And then, with a vehemence that ſeemed 

fearful of the ſmalleſt delay, he was again, 
and yet more haſtily going, when Cecilia, 
with much emotion, called out, * Two mo- 
ments,” Si rr | | . 
. Two thouſand! two million!“ cried he, 
impetuouſly, and returning, with a look of 
the moſt earneft ſurpriſe, he added, What 
is it Miſs Beverley will condeſcend to com- 
mand!“ | 


Nothing,“ cried ſhe, recovering her pre- 


ſence of mind, but to beg you will by no 
means, upon my account, quit your country 
We OR and 
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and your friends, ſinee another aſylum can 


be found for myſelf, and ſince I would much 


ſooner part from Mrs Delvile, greatly and 


ſincerely as I reverence her, than be inſtru- 
mental to robbing her, even for a month, of 
her ſon.”? 

2 Generous and bumane-i is the conſidera- 
tion, cried he; © but who half fo generous, 
fo humane as Miſs Beverley; fo ſoft to all 
others, ſo noble in herſelf ? Can my mother 
have a with, when I leave her with you? 
No ; the is ſenſible of your worth, ſhe adores 
you, almoſt as I adore you myſelf! vou are 
now under her protection, you ory indeed, 
born for each other; let me not, then, de. 
prive her of ſo honourable a charge :—Oh, 
why muſt he, who ſees in ſuch colours the 
excellencies of both, who admires with ſuch 
fervour the perfections you unite, be torn 
with this violence from the objects he reveres, 
even though half his life he would ſacrifice, 
to ſpend in their ſociety what remained! 

„Well, then, Sir,“ {aid Cecilia, who now 


felt her courage decline, and the ſoftneſs of 3 
forrow ſteal faſt upon her ſpirits, © if you 
vill not give upyour ſcheme, let me no longer 


detain you.“ 
Will you not wiſh me a good) journey?“ 
Ves, —very ſincerely.“ 


66 And will vou pardon the unguarded er- : 


rors which have offended you?“ 
6 1 will think of them, Sir, no more. 
55 nia Farewell, 
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„Farewell, then, moſt amiable of wo- 
men, and may Every bleſſing you deſerve 
ght on your head! I leave te you my mo- 
W ther, certain of your ſympathetic affection for 
a character fo reſembling your own. When 
you, madam, leave her, may the happy ſuc- 
ceflor in your favour—”” He pauſed, his 
voice faultered, Cecilia, too, turned away 
from bim, and, uttering a deep ſigh, he 
caught her hand, and preſſing it to his lips, 
| exclaimed, OO great be your felicity, in 

whatever way you receive it - pure as your 
virtues, and warm as your benevolence !— 

Oh too lovely Miſs Beverley !—why, Why 
muſt I quit you! 

Cecilia, though ſhe truſted not her voice 

to reprove bi.” forced away her hand, and 
then, in the utmoſt perturbation, he ruſhed 
| out of the room. 

This ſcene, for Caciliaman the moſt 1 
tunate that could have happened; the gen- 
tleneſs of Delvile was alone fuſſcient to melt 
her, ſince her-. pride had no ſubſiſtence when 

not fed by his own; and while his mildneſs 
had blunted her dif) pleaſure, his anguiſh had 
penetrated her erg Loſt in thought and in 
ſadneſs, ſhe continued fixed to her ſeat; and 
bopking at the door through which he had 
paaſſed, as if, with himſelf, he had ſhut out 
all for 1 ſhe exiſted 
= This penſive dejection was not long unin- 
Y terrupted; Lady Honoriacamerunning 5 
I wi 
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with intelligence, in what manner ſhe had 
diſpoſed of her napkin, and Cecilia in liſten- © 
ing, endeavoured to find ſome diverſion; but 
her ladyſhip, though volatile not undiſcern. 
ing, foon perceived that her attention was o 
conſtrained, and looking at her with much | © 
archneſs, ſaid, I believe, my dear, I muſt 
find another napkin for you not, however 
for your mouth, but for your eyes Has 
Mortimer been in to take leave of you!“ 
„ Take leave of me — No, —is he 
gone? | 3 

„ O no, Pappy has a world of buſineſs to 
ſettle firſt; he won*tbeready theſe two hours. 
But don't look ſo ſorrowful, for Pit run and 
bring Mortimer to conſole you.” = 

Away ſhe flew, and Cecilia, who had no 

power to prevent her, finding her ſpirits un- 
equal either to another parting, or to the rail- i; 
tery of Lady Honoria, ſhould Mortimer, for. 
his own ſake, avoid it, took refuge in flight, ; 
and ſeizing an umbrella, eſcaped into the 
Park; where, to perplex any purfuers, in- 
Read of chuſing her uſual walk, ſhe directed 
her ſteps to a thick and unfrequented wood, 
and never reſted till ſne was more than two 
miles ſrom the houſe. Fidel, however, who 
now always accompanied her, ran by her ſide, 
and, when ſhe thought herſelf ſufficiently 
diſtant and private to be ſafe, the ſat down 
under a tree, and careſſing her faithful favou- 
rite, ſoothed her own tenderneſs by lament- WF 


2 
— 
ram! 


= err 

ing that be had loſt his maſter; and, having 
nov no part to act, and no dignity to ſupport, 
no obſervation to fear, and no inference to 


guard againſt, ſhe gave vent to her long ſmo- 
thered emotions, by weeping without caution 


Br, 


or reſtraint. © 5 | 
She had met with an object whoſe character 
W anſwered all her wiſhes for him with whom 
W he ſhould entruſt her fortune, and whoſe 
turn of mind, ſo ſimilar to herown, promiſed 
ber the higheſt domeſtic felicity : to this ob- 
ect her affections bad involuntarily bent, they 
vere ſeconded by eſteem, and unchecked by 
any ſuſpicion of impropriety in her choice: 
ſhe had found too, in return, that his heart 
Vas all her own: her birth, indeed, was in- 
ferior, but it was not diſgraceful ; her diſpo- 
ſition, education and temper ſeemed equal to 
his fondeſt wiſhes: yet, at the very time when 
heir union appeared moſt likely, when they 
mixed with the ſame 1 dwelt under 
he ſame roof, when the father to one, was 
the guardian to the other, and intereſt ſeemed 
ao invite their alliance even more than affec- 
ion, the young man himſelf, without counſel 
r command, could tear himſelf from her pre- 
Nence by an effort all his own, forbear to ſeek 
er heart, and almoſt charge her not to grant 
t, and determining upon voluntary exile, quit 
His country and his connections with no view 
Ind for no reaſon, but merely that he might 
void the ſight of her he loved! 


Though 


1. 


Though the motive for this conduct wa 
now no longer unknown to her, ſhe neither il 
thought it ſatisfactory nor neceſſary; yet, 
while ſhe cenſured his flight, ſhe bewailed his 
loſs, and though his inducement was repug. I 
nant to her opinion, his command over his 
paſſions ſhe allmired and applauded, 


0 HA * . 
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Cx, 1 in this private ſpot : 
happy at leaſt to be alone, till ſhe wa 
ſummoned by the dinner bellto return home. i 

As ſoon as ſhe entered the parlour, where 
every 155 was aſſembled before her, ſhe ob- 
ſerved, by the countenance of Mrs Delvile, 
that ſhe ad paſſed the morning as ladly 5 
herſelf. 1 

*« Miſs, Beverley, cried Lady Honoria it 
before ſhe was ſeated 4 FR Ft inſiſt uon your on 
takin 2 lace to- day.” | 1 
_ © Why o, madam?” TO 2 

« Becauſe I cannat ſuffer you to ſit by 7 
window wich Dag A $ernaple: cold. I 
+ © Youu 


Four ladyſhip is very good, but indeed 
have not any cold at all.“ Je 
= < O. my dear, I muſt beg your pardon 
chere; your eyes are quite blood-ſhot ; Mrs 
Devil, Lord Ernolf, are not her eyes quite 
red Lord, and ſo I proteſt are her cheeks ! 
now do pray look in the glaſs; I aſſure you 
you will hardly know yourſelf”? _ 
Mrs Delvile, who regarded her with the 
utmoſt kindneſs, affected to underſtand Lady 
Honoria's ſpeech literally, both to leſſen her 
P pparent confuſion, and the ſuſpicious ſur- 
Wniſcs of Lord Ernolf ; ſhe therefore ſaid, 
vou have indeed a bad cold, my love; but 
ade your eyes with your hat, and after din- 
ee you ſhall bathe them inroſe-water, which 
ill ſoon take off*the inflammation.” _ 
Cecilia, perceiving her intention, for which 
he felt the utmoſt gratitude, no longer de- 
Pied her cold, nor refuſed the offer of Lady 
onoria; who, delighting in miſchief, 
bhenceſoever it proceeded, preſently added 
his cold is a judgment upon you for 
eaving me alone all this morning; but I ſup- 
WD oc you choſe a tete à tite with your favou- 
W'itc without the intruſion of any third per- 
hon. | 55 | | 
Here every body ſtared, and Cecilia very 
rioufly declared ſhe had been quite alone. 
== © 1s it poſſible you can ſo forget your. 
ef?“ cried Lady Honoria ; © had you not 
ur dearly beloved with you?“ 
E Ms | Cecilia 
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Cecilia, who now comprehended that ſi: 
meant Fidel, coloured more deeply than ever, 4 
but attempted to laugh, ARG began eating ; 3 gre 
her dinner. poi 
Here ſeems ſome matter of much intri. 
cacy,” cried Lord Ernolf, © but, to me | 
wholly unintelligible.” : lor 
« And to me alfo,” cried Mrs Piri 1 
« but I am content to let it remain ſo; for 
the myſteries of Lady Honoria are ſo fre. 
quent, that they deaden curioſity.“ 1 
% Dear madam, that is very unnatural,” 
cried Lady Honoria, for 1 am ſure youll 
muſt long to know who I mean.” I 
& 7 do, at leaſt,” ſaid Lord Ernolf. | 3 
«+ Why then, my Lord, you muſt know. 
Miſs Beverley has two companions, and I an 
one, and Fidel is the other; but Fidel wa 
with her all this morning, and ſhe would not. 
admit me to the conference. I ſuppoſe ſh 
had ſomething private to ſay to him of hi 
maſter's journey.“ LL 
What rattle is this! ?” cried Mrs Del. 3 
vile; © Fidel is gone with my ſon, is hel 
not ?” tur ning to the ſervants. 1 
„ madam, Mr Mortimer did not en. 1 
quire for him.“ | 1 


«© That's very ſtrange,” ſaid fle; T ne. I 
ver knew him 12525 home without him be. 1 8 
=». fore.” I 


Dear ma'am, if bes had taken him,” -criedl I | 
_ Honotia, „ what could poor Miſs ver |l | 
verley 


TD Sg 


5. 


05 


FF 


1 rerley have done? for ſhe has no friend here? 


hut him and me, and really he's ſo much the 
reater favourite, that it is well if I do not 
Poiſon him ſome day for very ſpite.“ 


Cecilia had no reſource but in N a 


; N g laugh, and Mrs Delvile, who evidently felt 


for her, contrived ſoon to change the ſubject: 
Het not before Lord Ernolf, with infinite cha- 


rin, was certain by all that paſſed of the 


e lperate ſtate of affairs for his ſon. 


The reſt of the day, and every hour of the 


Lo days following, Cecilia paſſed in the moſt 


; Komfortleſs conſtraint, fearful of being a mo- 


nent alone, leſt. the heavineſs of her heart 


us for indulgence: yet the gaiety of Lady 
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10uld ſeek relief in tears, which conſolation, 
elancholy as it was, ſhe found too danger- 


onoria loſt all power of entertainment, and 


oven the kindneſs of Mrs Delvile, now ſhe 
mputed it to compaſlion, gave her more 


mortification than pleaſure. 
On the third day, letters arrived from 
Briſtol: but they brought with them nothing 


pf comfort, for though Mortimer wrote gai- 


Y, his father ſent word that his fever ſeem- 

id threatening to return. 
Mrs Delvile was now in the extremeſt 

nxiety ; and the taſk of Cecilia in appearing 


hearful and unconcerned, became more and 


ore difficult to perform. Lord Ernolf's 


Efforts to oblige her grew as hopeleſs to him- 


lf, as they were irkſome to her; and Lady 


Honoria 
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Honoria alone, of the whole houſe, could] n 


either find or make tlie ſmalleſt diverſion, 


But while Lord Derford remained, ſhe had 


fill an object for ridicule, and while Cecilia 
could colour and be confuſed, ſhe had Killa 4 
part" LH for mulchief. 3 


Thus piſſed" a wetk, during which the tit 


news from Briſtol being everyday leſs and less 
plaſint; Mrs Delvile Hewed an earneſt de. 
| tre to make a journey thither herſelf, and 
propoſed; half laughing and half ſeriouſly, | 2 
that the whole party ſhould accompany her. 


Lady Honoria's time, however, was al 


ready expired, and her father intended tof 3 
fend for her in a few days: 1 


Mrs Delvile, who knew that ſuch a charge I NO 


would occupy all her time, willingly deferred 
ſetting out till her ladyſhip mould be gone, 3 


but wrote word to Briſtol that ſhe ſhould 


| ſhortly be there, attended by the two: lords 3 
who inſiſted upon Eſcorting, her. 3 
Cecilia now. was in a ſtate of the utmoiif = 
diſtreſs ; her ſtay at the caſtle ſhe knew kept 
Delvile at a diftance ; to accompany his mo- 
ther to Briſtol, was forcing herſelf into his 1 : 
ſight, which equally from prudence and pride 


ſhe wiſhed to avoid; and even Mrs Delvile] | 


evidently defired her abſence, ſince whenever 4 
the journey was talked of, ſhe preferably ad- 

| 5 herſelf to any one elſe Who was pre. 
„ 


All ſhe could deviſe to relieve herſelf fron 
a ſituation 


Herr _ ag 
a ſituation ſopainful, was begging permiſſion | 
to make a- viſit without delay to her old 
friend Mrs Charlton in Suffolk. 

This reſolution taken, ſhe put into im- 
mediate execution, and ſeeking Mr Delvile, 
enquired if ſhe might venture to er . . 
tition to her? 

WT - © Undoubtedly,” \anfrearic hes, we but 
Net it not be very diſagreeable, ſince I feel al 
a ready that I can refuſe you nothing.” 

= © have an old friend, ma'am,“ ſhe then 
Wcricd, ſpeaking faſt, and in much haſte to 
have done, ho 1 have not for many 
months ſeen, and, as my health does not re- 
Huire a Briſtol journey, Af you would ho- 
Four me with mefitionifis my requeſt to Mr 

Pelvile, I think I might take the preſent op- 
ortunity of making Mrs Charlton a viſit.” 

Mrs Delvile locked at her ſome time with- 
2 = W arm, and then, fervently embracing 
3 << ſweet Cecilia,“ the cried, © yes, you 
1.1 = el that I thought you, good, wile, diſ- 
Erect, tender; and noble at once, —how to 
art with you, indeed, I know not, but you 
hall do as you pleaſe, for that I am ſure will 
e right, and therefore I will make no mp 
dofition,” “ 
Wo Cecilia bluſhed and asked her, yet ſaw 
4 Put too plainly that all the motives of her 
eme were clearly comprehended. She 
e therefore, to witle to Mrs Charl- 
en, and prepare her for her reception. 
on 1 | La 
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Mr Delvile, thavgh with his uſual forma. 
lity, ſent his permiſſion : and Mortimer, at 
the ſame time, begged his mother would | 
bring Fidel with her, whom he had unlucki. 
ly forgotten. , 
La dyHonoria, who was preſent when Mrs 
Delvile mentioned this commiſſion, ſaid in : 
whiſper to Sils, 6s Miſs OR don't 
Ae 
«© Why not ?” 5 : 
O, you had a great deal better take hin 
| ſlily into Suffolk.“ 4 
Would as ſoon, 4 "anſwered. Cecilia, 
b take with me the ſide· board of plate, tor ; 
| 1 ſhould ſcarcely think it more a robbery.” * 
«O, I beg your pardon, I am ſure they 1 
might all take ſuch a theft for an honour, 23 
and if I was going to Briſtol, I would bid 
Mortimer ſend him to you l 3 
However, if you with it, I will write to him. 3 
He's my couſin, you know, ſo there will bi 
no great impropriety in it,” 71 i | 
Cecilia thanked her for ſo. courteous au 
offer, but entreated that ſhe: might by no 
means draw her into ſuch a bn. | 
She then made immediate preparations for 
her journey into Suffolk, which the ſaw gal 
equal ſurpriſe and chagrin to Lord Erno 
upon whoſe affairs Mrs Delvile herſelf nov 
deſired to ſpeak with her. || 
Tell me, Miſs Beverley, ſhe crc 
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4 briefly and politively your opinion of Lord 
Derford?“ 

= < I think of him ſo little, madam,” ſhe 
= anſwered, that I cannot ſay of him much; 
he appears, however, to be inoffenſive; but, 
indeed, were I never to ſee him again, he is 
one of thoſe 1 ſhould forget I had ever ſeen 
at all.” 

« That is fo y the caſe with myſelf, 
alſo,” cried Mrs Delvile, that to plead 
for him, I find utterly impoſſible, though 
my Lord Ernolf has ſtrongly requeſted me: 
but to preſs ſuch an alliance, I ſhould think 
Jan indignity to your underſtanding.” 
Cecilia was much gratified by this ſpeech ; 

but ſhe ſoon after added, There is one 
reaſon, indeed, which would render ſuch a 
1 connection defirable, though that is only 
None.“ 
Wbat is it, madam ?“ 

«. His title 

And why ſo? I am ſure I luv no ame 
ition of that ſort.” _ 

No, my love,” ſaid Mrs Delvile, ſmil- 
Ing. © I mean not by way of gratification to 
our pride, but to his; ſince a title, by taking 
place of a family name, would obviate the 
Wy objection that any man could form to an 
alliance with Miſs Beverley.“ 

Cecilia, who too well underſtood her, ſup- 
ech preſſed a ſigh, and caged the tubject of 
ZTonverſation, 

Vor. III. M One 


266 . 
One day was ſuſſicient for all the prepara. 
tions ſhe required, and as ſhe meant to ſet 
out very early the next morning, ſhe took | 
leave of Lady Honoria, and the Lords Er. 
nolf and Derford, when they ſeparated for 
the night; but Mrs Delvile followed her to 
her room. | L 
She expreſſed her concern at loſing her in 
the warmeſt and moſt flattering terms, yet 
ſaid nothing of her op back, nor of the n 
length of her ſtay; ſhe defired, however, to re 
hear from her frequently, and aſſured her 
that out of her own immediate family, there 
was nobody in the world ſhe ſo tenderly | 
valued. 5 —— M 
She continued with her till it grew ſo late N 
that they were almoſt neceſſarily parted: and vi 
then riſing, to be gone, © See, ſhe cried, ev 
with what reluctance I quit you! no intereſt Me. 
but ſo dear a one as that which calls me 
away, ſhould induce me, with my own con- Wo! 
fent, to bear your abſence ſcarcely an hour: 
but the world is full of mortifications, and to Wer 
endure, or to fink under them, makes all the ne 
diſtinction between the noble or the weak- Wor 
minded. To you this may be ſaid with ſafety ; MWua 
to moſt young women it would paſs for a rc 
fection.“ | 5 | P 
& You are very good,” ſaid Cecilia, ſmo- i 
thering the emotions to which this ſpeech il 
ve riſe, & and if indeed you honour me i 
with an opinion ſo flattering, Iwill Typ E 
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l it is poſſibly in my power, not to forfeit 
it.“ \ | 
= < Ah, my love!” cried MrsDelvile warm- 
= ly, © if upon my opinion of you alone de- 
pended our reſidence with each other, when 
ſhould we ever part, and how live a moment 
aſunder? But what title have I to monopo- 
Ne two ſuch bleſſings? the mother of Mor- 
timer Delvile ſhould at nothing repine; the 
mother of Cecilia Beverley had alone equal 
reaſon to be proud.” 
= < You are determined, madam,” ſaid Ce- 
WF cilia, forcing a ſmile, © that I Gall be worthy, 
by giving me the ſweeteſt of motives, that of 
aeſerving ſuch praiſe.” And then, in a faint 
Voice, ſhe deſired her reſpects to Mr Del- 
Priile, and added, © you will find, I hope, 
every body at Briſtol better than you ex- 
ect.“ 5 | 

l hope ſo,“ returned ſhe; < and that 
ou too will find your Mrs Charlton well, 
Happy, and good as you left her: but ſuffer 
Heer not to drive ne from your remembrance, 
Ind never fancy that becauſe ſhe has known 
ou longer, ſhe loves you more; my ac- 
waintance with you, though ſhort, has been 
Hritical, and ſhe muſt hear from you a world 
f anecdotes, before ſhe can have reaſon to 
ve you as much.” 

Ah, Madam,” cried Cecilia, tears ſtart- 
g into her eyes, let us part now. 
L | 3 where 


= ße, 


where will be that ſtrength of mind you ex. 
pect from me, if I liſten to you any longer.“ 
“ Vou are right, my love,” anſwered Mrs 
Delvile, ſince all tenderneſs enfeebles for. 
titude.” Then affectionately embracing her, 
Adieu!“ ſhe cried, © ſweeteſt Cecilia, a.. 
miable and moſt excellent creature, adieu! 
—you carry with you my higheſt approba. | 
tion, my love, my eſteem, my fondeſt wiſh. | 
es!—and ſhall I—yes, generous girl! I will 
add, my warmeſt gratitude!” __- E | 
This laſt word ſhe ſpoke almoſt in a whit. MY 
per, again kiſſed her, and haſtened out of 
am- | | 1 
Cecilia, ſurpriſed and affected, gratified 
and depreſſed, remained almoſt motionleſs, 
and could not, for a great length of time, 
either ring for her maid, or perſuade herſelf 
to go to reſt. She ſaw throughout the whole 
behaviour of Mrs Delvile, awarmth of regard 
which, though ſtrongly oppoſed by family 
pride, made her almoſt miſerable. to promote 
the very union ſhe thought neceſſary to dil. 
countenance; ſhe ſaw, too, that it was with 
the utmoſt difficulty ſhe preſerved the ſtea - 
dineſs of her oppoſition, and that ſhe had 2 
conflict perpetual with herſelf, to forbear if 
openlyacknowledging the contrariety of her 
wiſhes, and the perplexity of her diſtreis; 
but chieflyſhe was ſtruck with her exprefiive 
uſe of the word gratitude. 5 Wherefor WW; 
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ſhould ſhe be grateful, thought Cecilia? what 
have I done, or had power to do? infinitely, 
indeed, is ſhe deceived, if ſhe ſuppoſes that 
her ſon has acted by my directions; my in- 
WT fluence with him is nothing, and he could not 
be more his own maſter, were he utterly in- 
different to me. To conceal my own diſap- 
I pointment has been all I have attempted ; 
and perhaps ſhe may think of me thus highly, 


is owing to my caution and reſerve: ah, ſhe 
Eknovs him not !——were my heart at this 
moment laid open tohim, — were all its weak- 
WF neſs, its partiality, its ill-fated admiration 
8 diſplayed, he would but double his vigilance 
to avoid and forget me, and find the taſk all 
the caſter by his abatement of eſteem. Oh 
ſtrange infatuation of unconquerable preju- 
dice! his very life will he ſacrifice in prefer- 
Fence to his name, and while the conflict of 
his mindthreatens to level him with the duſt, 
he diſdains to unite himſelf where one wiſh 
is unſatisfied !” 
lheſe reflections, and the uncertainty if 
ſhe ſhould ever in Delvile caſtle ſleep again, 
diſturbed her the whole night, and made all 
calling in the morning unneceſſary: She aroſe 
Hat fiveo' clock, dreſſed herſelf with the utmoſt 
heavineſs of heart, and in going through a 
mo long gallery which led to the ſtair-caſe, as 
me paſſed the door of Mortimer's chamber, 
he thought of his ill health, his intended 
1 M 3 long 
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from ſuppoſing that the firmneſs of her ſon 


img 


R 
2 PI IEA — — 1 
— . ts 44 
c en ae ne pe — — 
rr 5 2D a. ta . = * - - * — - 
6 n * 4 © = N 4 £ 2 + — 
n n S IEG Ss CP —_— =. * 
ener 7 2 — 1 HELP r — — 
2 2 oe IR. ; : 
— N — 2 >= I We er l 
w— — 2 oe a = 


3 * KA 


— 1 
5 ee 
x 
— 


— 
* r 
4 
= 
_ 1 + 7 \ 
n — 
Dn ITY —— DON \ — 


IT 1 
* 
3 = = 
a 


i 


j 
£ 
T4 


. 
n 
* 
4 
a. 
1 ; 
Tt} 
4 
1 
F 5, 
"0s 
_—_— 7. 
8 DE IT 
| B&D 
1 1 
F * 
18 
41 
1 * 
1 N 
EL 
189 
& 
n 57 
1 
. * 
oy E 
1 
13 
7 
1 
18 
= 
p 
7x7 f 
1 
18 
* 
© 7 
tt. 
Þ * 5h 
l ” 
tk \ 7 
bo 
ry 
| * 
T 2 
43h |: 
= = 
n * 
J 0 
ll i 
"7 
3 
1 
33 
_ - 
= \'s 
* 
_ 
wt 
> i „ 
1 3 
OR 
ks 
\ "4 


t Ned 
0 
i 


CEE A 
long journey, and the probability that ſhe 
might never ſee him more, ſo deeply im. 


preſſed andſaddened her, that ſcarcely could 1 


ſhe force herſelf to proceed, without ſtopping 
to weep and to pray for him; ſhe was ſur. 
rounded, however, by ſervants, and com. 


pelled therefore to haſten to the chaiſe ; ſhe 
flung herſelf in, and leaning back, drew | 
her hat over her eyes, and thought as the 
carriage drove off, her laſt hope of earthly 7 


happineſs extinguiſhed. 


b. X. 


A RENOVATION. 


(CECILIA was accompanied by her maid i 
in the chaiſe, and her own ſervant and 
one of Mrs Delvile's attended her on horic- 


back. 


ing to ſend him back. 


The quietneſs of her dejection was ſoon MW 
interrupted by a loud cry among the men of 
% home! home! home!”? She then looked 
out of one of the windows, and perceived 
Fidel, running after the carriage, and bark- 
ing at the ſervants, who were all endeavour 3 
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Touched by this proof of the animals gra- 
titude forher attention to him, and conſcious 
ſhe had herſelf occaſioned his maſter's leav- 
ing him, the ſcheme of Lady Honoria oc- 


tit in execution, but this was the thought of a 
to go back, ſhe deſired Mrs Delvile's man 


mit him to the care of ſomebody in the 
. | 35 

= This little incident, however trifling, was 
the moſt important of her journey, for the 
arrived at the houſe of Mrs Charlton with- 
out meeting any other, 


tion of pleaſure to which ſhe had long been a 
WF {tranger, pleaſure pure, unmixed, unaſfected 
and unreſtrained: it revived all her early af- 
tection, and with it lomething reſembling at 
leaſt her tranquillity ; again {ſhe was in 


ed, again ſhe enjoyed the ſociety which was 
once all ſhe had wiſhed, and again ſaw the 
ame ſcene, the ſame faces, and ſame proſpects 
„ſhe had beheld while her heart was all devo- 
ted to her friends. i. 
Mrs Charlton, though old and infirm, pre- 
ſerved an underſtanding, which, whenever 


1 her unerringly; but the extreme ſoftneſs of 
her temper frequently miſled her judgment, 
7 5 1 | 4. : by 
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curred to her, and ſhe almoſt wiſhed to put 


moment, and motioning him with her hand 
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to return with him immediately, and com- | 


The fight of that Lady gave her a fenſa- 


the houſe where it had once been undiſturb- 


unbiaſſed by her affections, was ſure to direct 
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by making it, at the pleaſure either of miſ. 
fortune or of artifice, always yield to com. 
paſſion, and pliant to entreaty. Where her 
counſel and opinion were demanded, they 
were certain to reflect honour on her capaci- 
ty and diſcernment; but where her aſſiſtance 
or her pity were ſupplicated, her purſe and 
her tears were immediately beſtowed, and in 
her zeal to alleviate diſtreſs ſhe forgot if the 
object were deſerving her ſolicitude, and 
ſtopt not to conſider propriety or diſcretion, 
if happineſs, however momentary, were in 
her power to grant. p 
This generous foible was, however, kept ll 
ſomewhat in ſubjection by the watchfulneſß 1 
of two grand- daughters, who, fearing the 
injury they might themſelves receive from 
it, failed not to point out both its inconve- 
nience and its danger. | 1 
Theſe ladies were daughters of a deceaſed | 
and only ſon of Mrs Charlton; they were 
ſingle, and lived with their orand-mother, 9 
whoſe fortune, which was conſiderable, they 
expected to ſhare between them, and they 
waited with eagerneſs for the moment of ap- 
propriation; narrow-minded and rapacious, 
they wiſhed to monopolize whatever ſhe poſ- 8 
ſeſſed, and thought themſelves aggrieved by 
her ſmalleſt donations. Their chief employ- 
ment was to keep from her all objects of 
diſtreſs, and in this, though they could not 
ed, they at leaſt confined her liberalit i 


RI 
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to ſuch as reſembled themſelves; ſince nei- 
ther the ſpirited could brook, nor the deli- 
cate ſupport the checks and rebuffs from the 
grand-daughters, which followed the gifts 
of Mrs Charlton. Cecilia, of all her acquaint- 
ance, was the only one whoſe intimacy they 
encouraged, for they knew her fortune made 
her ſuperior to any mercenary views, and 
they received from her themſelves more ci- 
vilities than they paid. 

Mrs Charlton loved Cecilia with an exceſs 
of fondneſs, that not only took place of the 
love ſhe bore her other friends, but to which 
even her regard for the Miſs Charltons was 
inferior and feeble. Cecilia when a child had 
reverenced her as amother, and, grateful for 
her tenderneſs and care had afterwards che- 
riſhed her as a friend. The revival of this 
early connection delighted them both; it was. 
XZ balm to the wounded mind of Cecilia, it was 
renovation to the exiſtence of Mrs Charlton. 

Early the next morning ſhe wrote a card 
to Mr Monckton and Lady Margaret, ac- 
quainting them with her return into Suffolk, 
and deſiring to know when ſhe might pay 
her reſpects to her ladyſhip. She received 
from the old lady a verbal anfwer, when ſhe 
Pleaſed, but Mr Monckton came inſtantly 
8 himſelf to Mrs Charlton's. 


His aſtoniſhment, his rapture at this un- 
expected incident were almoſt boundleſs: he 
thoughtitaſudden turnof fortune in his own 
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favour, and concluded, now ſhe had eſcaped 
the danger of Delvile Caſile, the road was 


ort and certain that led to his own lecu- 4 


rity. 

Her ſatisfaction in the meeting was as ho. 
ecre though not ſo animated as his own ; but 
this ſimilarity in their feelings was of ſhort 
duratron, for when he enquired into what 
had paſſed at the Caſtle, with the reaſons of 
her quitting it, the pain ſhe felt in giving 
even a curſory and evaſive account, was op- 
poſed on his part by the warmeſt deli ght in 
hearing it : he could not obtain from Fer the 
particulars of what had happened, but the re- 
luctance with which ſhe ſpoke, the air of 
mortification with which ſhe heard his queſ- 
tions, and the evident diſpleaſure which was 
mingled in her chagrin, when he forced her 
to mention Delvile, were all proofs the moſt 
indiſputable and ſatisfactory, that they had 
either parted without any explanation, or 
with one by which Cecilia had been hurt and 


offended. 


He now readily concluded that ſince th: i 


fiery trial he had moſt apprehended was over, 
and ſhe had quitted in anger the aſylum ihe 
had ſought in extacy, Delvile himſelf did not 
covet the alliance, which, ſince they were 
ſeparated, was never likely to take place. He 


had therefore little difficulty in promiſing 1 | 
all ſucceſs to himſelf. 1 

8! he Was once more upon the thor whereſbe 
Had 


4 = 


%%% 14a. us 
had regarded him asthefirſtof men; he knew 
that during her abſence, no one had ſettled 


3 in the neighbourhood who had any preten- 


ſions to diſpute with him that pre-eminence; 
he ſhould again have acceis to her at plea- 
fare ; and ſo ſanguine grew his hopes, that he 
almoſt began to rejoice even in the partiality 
to Delvile, that had bitherto been his terror, 
from believing it would give her, for a time, 
that ſullen diitaſte of all other connections, to 
which thoſe who at once are delicate and fer- 
vent, are commonly led by early diſappoint- 
ment. His whole ſolicitude therefore now 
was to preſerve her eſteem, to ſeek her conſi- 
dence, and to regain whatever by abſence 
might be loſt, of the aſcendant over her mind 
which her reſpect for his knowledge and capa- 
city had for many years given him. For- 
tune at this time ſeemed to proſper all his 
views, and, by a ſtroke the moſt ſudden and 
unexpected, torender more rational his hopes 
and his plans, than he had himſelf been able 
to effect by the utmoſt craft of worldly wiſ- 
ne 

The day following, Cecilia, in Mrs Charl- 
ton's chaiſe, waited upon Lady Margaret. 
She was received by Miſs Bennet, her compa- 
nion, with the moſt fawning courteſy; but 
when conducted to the lady of the houſe, ſhe 
faw herſelf ſo evidently unwelcome, that ſhe 
even regretted the civility whichhadprompt- 
ed her viſit. 5 | 5 
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She found with her nobody but Mr Mor. 


rice, who was the only young man that could 
perſuade himſelf to endure her company in 
the abſence of her huſband, but who, in com. 
mon with moſt young men who are afliduous 
in their attendance upon old ladies, doubted 
not but he enſured himſelf a handſome le- 
gacy for his trouble. 
Almoſt the firſt ſpeech which her ladyſhip 
made, was, 80 you are not married yet, f 
find; if Mr Monckton had been a real 
; friend hewould have taken care to have ſeen 
For ſome eſtabliſhment for you.” 
„IJ was by no means,” cried Cecilia, with 


fpirit, © either in ſo much haſte or diſtreſs 


as to require from Mr Monckton any fuch 
exertion of his friendſhip.” 
e Ma' am,“ cned Morrice, ce what a ter- 
rible night we had of it at Vauxhall! poor 
Harrel! Iwas really exceſſively ſorry for him. 
1 had not courage to ſee you or Mrs Harrel 
after it. But as ſoon as I heard you were in 
St James's-{quare, I tried to wait upon you; 
for really going to Mr Harrel's again would 
have been quite too diſmal. I would rather 
have run a mile by the ſide of a race-horſe.“ 
There is no occaſion for any apology,” 
{aid Cecilia, for I was very little diſpoſed 
either to ſee or think of vilitors.” 

* So I thought, ma'am;** anſwered he, 
with quickneſs, “ and really that made me 
the leſs alert! in INE you out, However, 
ma'am, 


ma' am, next winter I ſhall be exceſſively 
happy to make up for the deficiency; beſides, 
I ſhall be much e to you to introduce 
me to Mr Delvile, for I have a great deſire 
to be acquainted with him.” _ 
Mr Delvile, thought Cecilia, would be 
roud to hear it! However, ſhe merely an- 
{wered that ſhe had no preſent proſpe& 
of ſpending any time at Mrs Delvile's next 
winter. | #7 | 

“ True, ma'am, true,” cried he, now 
I recolle&, you become your own miſtreſs 
between this and then; and ſo I ſuppoſe you 
will naturally chuſe a houſe of your own, 
which will be much more eligible.” 

« I don't think that,” ſaid Lady Marga- 
ret; I never ſaw any thing eligible come of 
young women's having houſes of their own; 
ſhe will do a much better thing to marry, 
and have ſome proper perſon to take care of 
ke 
Nothing more right, ma'am!” returned 
he, a young lady in a houſe by herſelf 
muſt be ſubject to a thouſand dangers. 
What ſort of place, ma'am, has Mr Delvile 
got in the country : I hear he has a good 
deal of ground there, and a large houſe.” 

“It is an old caſtle, Sir, and ſituated in a 
e e 3% | 
. « That muſt be terribly forlorn : I dare 

y, ma'am, you were very happy to return 
into Suffolk.“ ee 
a 66 
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vi 1 did not find it forlorn ; 4 was very 
well ſatisfied with it.” 

„Why, indeed, upon ſecond thoughts, [ 
don't much wonder ; an old caſtle in a large 
park muſt make a very romantic appearance; 
ſomething noble in it, I dare ſay.” 

Aye,“ cried Lady Margaret, © they aid 
you were to become miſtreſs of it, and marry 
Mr Delvile's ſon: and I cannot, for my own 

art, ſee any objection to it.“ . 

„ Tam told of ſo many ſtrange reports, Y 
ſaid Cecilia, and all to myſelf ſo unac- 
countable, that I begin now to hear of them 
without much wonder.“ 

at sa charming young man, e 
faid Morrice; *I had the pleaſure once or 
twice of meeting him at poor Harrel's, and 
he ſeemed mighty agreeable. 15 not e lo, 
. 

& Ves, —1I bulleve ſo.” 85 | 

% Nay, I don't mean to ſpeak of him as 
any thingveryextraordinary,” cried Morrice, 
imagining her heſitation proceeded from diſ- 
like, I merely meant as the world goes,— 
in a common ſort of way.” 

Here they were joined by Mr Monckton 
and ſome gentlemen who were on a viſit at 
his houſe; for his anxiety was not of a ſort 
to lead him to ſolitude, nor his diſpoſition to 
make him deny himſelf any kind of enjoy- 
ment which he had power to attain. A gene- 


ral converſation enſued, which laſted till Ce. ? 


BET! 


r 279 


cilia ended her viſit; Mr Monckton then 


E took her hand to lead her to the chaiſe, but 


told her, in their way out, of ſome alterations 
in his grounds, which he deſired to ſne her: 


| his view of detaining her was to gather what 


ſhe thought of her reception, and whether 
the had yet any ſuſpicions of the jealouſy of 


Lady Margaret; well knowing, from the de- 
licacy of her character, that if once ſhe be- 
came acquainted with it, ſhe would ſcrupu- 
- louſly avoid all intercourſe with him, from 


the fear of encreaſing her uneaſineſs. 


He began, therefore, with talking of the 


pleaſure which Lady Margaret took in the 
plantations, and of his hope that Cecilia 
would often favour her by viſiting them, 
without waiting to have her vilits returned, 
as ſhe was entitled by her infirmities to parti- 
cular indulgencies. He was continuing in 
this ſtrain, receiving from Cecilia hardly any 
anſwer, when ſuddenly from behind a thick 


laurel buſh, jumpt up Mr Morrice ; who 


had run out of the houſe by a ſhorter cut, and 
planted himſelf there to ſurpriſe them. 
* 50 ho!” cried he, with a loud laugh, 
* have caught you!“ This will be a fine 
og for Lady Margaret; I vow I'll tell 
„ | 
Mr Monckton, never off his guard, rea- 
dily anſwered, Aye, prithee do, Morrice; 
but don't omit to relate alſo what we ſaid of 
vourſelf.“ 2 0 N 
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* 
Of me?” cried he, with ſome eagerneſs; 
c why you never mentioned me.” 

« O that won't pals, I aſſure you; we 
ſhall tell another tale at table by and bye; and 
bring the old proverb of the ill lack of li 
teners upon you in its full force.“ 

« Well, PII be hanged if I know what 

arms: : 
Why you won't pretend you did not 

hear Miſs Beverley ſay you were the trueſt 

ourang outang, or man-monkey, ſhe ever 
knew?” ' | . 

& No, indeed, that I did not! 

N No Nor how much ſhe admired your 
dexterity in eſcaping being horſe-whipt three 
times a day for your incurable impu. 
dence ?” ; 

Not a word on't! horſe-whipt —Miſs 
Beverley, pray did you ſay any ſuch thing?” 

& Ay,” cried Monckton, again, © and 
not only horſe-20hip!, but horſe-ponded, for 
ſhe thought when one had heated, the other 
might cool you; and then you might be fitted 
again for your native woods, for ſhe inſiſts 
upon it you were brought from Africa, and 
are not yet half tamed.” 1 

O lord!” cried Morrice, amazed, I 
ſhould not have ſuſpected Miſs Beverley 
would have talked ſo!“ 

And do you ſuſpect ſhe did now?” 
cried Cecilia. 5 1 5 

« Pho, Pho,” cried Monckton, coolly, 
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« why he heard it himſelf the whole time! 
and ſo ſhall all our party by and bye, ifI can 


but remember to mention it.“ 


and giddineſs, than he was capable, during 


Cecilia then returned to the chaiſe, leav- 
ing Mr Monckton to ſettle the matter with 
his credulous gueſt as he pleaſed; for ſup- 
poſing he was merely gratifying a love of 
ſport, or taking this method of checking the 

eneral forwardneſs of the young man, ſhe 


forbore any interference that might mar his 
intention. | 


But Mr Monckton loved not to be rallied 
concerning Cecilia, though he was indifferent 
to all that could be ſaid to him of any other 


woman; he meant, therefore, to intimidate 


Morrice from renewing the ſubject; and he 
ſucceeded to his wiſh; poor Morrice, whoſe 
watching and whole ſpeech were the mere 
blunders of chance, made without the ſlight- 
eſt ſuſpicion of Mr Monckton's deſigns, now 
apprehended ſome ſcheme to render himſelf 
ridiculous, and though he did not believe 
Cecilia had made uſe of ſuch expreſſions, he 
fancied Mr Monckton meant to turn the 


laughagainſt him, and determined, therefore, 


to ſay nothing that might remind him of 


= what had paſſed. 


Mr Monckton had at this time admitted 


him to his houſe merely from an expectation 


of finding more amuſement in his blunderin 
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ee CECILTA 
his anxiety concerning Cecilia, of receiving 
from converſation of an higher ſort. 


The character of Morrice was, indeed, 


particularly adapted for the entertainment of 
a large houſe in the country; eager for ſport, 
and always ready for enterprize; willing to 
oblige, yet tormented with no delicacy about 


offending ; the firſt to promote miſchief for 


any other, and the laſt to be offended when 
expoſed to it himſelf ; gay, thoughtleſs, and 
volatile, —a happy compoſition of levity and 
good humour. )J. 
Cecilia, however, in quitting the houſe, 
determined not to viſit it again very ſpeedily; 


for ſhe was extremely diſguſted with Lady 


Margaret, though ſhe fuſpected no particu- 
lar motives of enmity, againſt which ſhe was 
guarded alike by her own unſuſpicious inno- 
cence, and by an high eſteem of Mr Monck- 


ton, which ſhe firmly believed he returned 


with equal honeſty of undeſigning friend- 


— © 


Her next excurſion was to viſit Mrs Har- 


rel; ſhe found that unhappy lady a prey to 
all the miſery of unoccupied ſolitude: torn 


from whatever had, to her, made exiſtence 
ſeem valuable, her mind was as liſtleſs as her 
4 0 was inactive, and ſhe was at a loſs 


ow to employeven a moment of theday: the | 
had now neither a party to form, nor an en- 
tertainment toplan, company to arrange, nor 

dreſs to conſider; and theſe, with viſits and 
mA = public 
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public places, had filled all her time ſince her 
marriage, which, as it happened very early 
in her life, had merely taken place of girliſh 
amuſements, maſters and governeſſes. 
This helpleſſneſs of inſidipity, however, 
though naturally the effect of a mind devoid 
of all genuine reſources, was dignified byher- 
ſelf with the appellation of ſorrow : nor was 
this merely a ſcreen to the world ; unufed to 


E inveſtigate her feelings or examine her heart, 


the general compaſſion ſhe met for the loſs of 
her huſband, perſuaded her that indeed ſhe 
lamented his deſtiny ; though had no change 
in her life been cauſed by his ſuicide, ſhe 
would ſcarcely, when the firſt ſhock was o- 
ver, have thought of it again. | 

She received Cecilia with great pleaſure; 


and with ftill greater, heard the renewal of 


her promiſes to fit up a room for her in her 
houſe, as ſoon as ſhe came of age; a period 


& which now was hardly a month diſtant. 


Far greater, however, as well as infinitely 
purer, was the joy which her preſence be- 
ſtowed upon Mr Arnott; ſhe ſaw it herſelf 


W with a ſenſation of regret, not only at the 


conſtant paſſion which occaſioned it, but even 
at her own inability to participate in or re- 


ward it: forwith him an alliance would meet 

with no oppoſition ; his character was ami- 
able, his ſituation in life unexceptionable : 
hie loved her with the tendereſt affection, and 
no pride, ſhe well knew, would interſere to 
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overpower it; yet, in return, to grant him 
her love, ſhe felt as utterly impoſſible as to 
refuſe him her eſteem: and the ſuperior at. 
tractions of Delvile, of which neither diſplea. 
furenor mortification could robhim, ſhut up 
her heart, for the preſent, more firmly than 
ever, as Mr Monckton had well imagined, 
to all other aſſailants. 190 
Yet ſhe by no means weakly gave way to 
repining or regret: her ſuſpence was at an 
end, her hopes and her fears were ſubſided 
into certainty ; Delvile, in quitting her, had 
_ acquainted her that he left her for ever, and 
even, though not, indeed, with much ſtea- 
dineſs, hadprayed for her happineſs in union 
with ſome other; ſhe held it therefore as el. 
ſential to her character as to her peace, to 
manifeſt equal fortitudein ſubduing her par- 
tiality; ſhe forebore to hint to Mrs Charlton 


whathad paſſed, that the ſubject might never 5 


be ſtarted; allowed herſelf no time for dan- 
gerous recollection; ſtrolled in her old walks, 


and renewed her old acquaintahce, and bya 


vigorous exertion of active wiſdom, doubted 
not compleating, before long, the ſubjection 
of her unfortunate tenderneſs. Nor was her 
taſk ſo difficult as ſhe had feared; reſolution, 


in ſuch caſes, may act the office of time, and : | 
anticipate by reaſon andſelf-denial, what that, 
much leſs nobly, effects through forgettul- i 


neſs and inconſtancy. 
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OE week only, however, had yet tried 
the perſeverance of Cecilia, when, while 
ſhe was working with Mrs Charlton in her 
dreſſing- room, her maid haſtily entered it, 
2 a ſmile that ſeemed announcing wel- 
come news, ſaid, Lord, ma' am, here's Fi- 
del!” and, at the ſame moment, ſhe was fol- 
lowed by the dog, who jumpt upon Cecilia 
in a tranſport of delight. 

«© Good heaven,” cried ſhe, all amaze- 
ment, who has brought him? whence does 
he come ??? | 

« A country-man brought him, ma'am; 
but he only put him in, and would not ſtay 
a minute.“ 

„ But whom did he enquire for ?—who 
ſaw him?—what did he ſay ?? 

“ He ſaw Ralph, ma'am.“ | 
Ralph, then, was inſtantly called: and 
W theſe queſtions being repeated, he faid, 
Ma'am, it was a man I never ſaw before; 
but he only bid me take care to deliver the 
dog into yourownhands, and ſaid you would 
have a letter about him ſoon, and then went 
: away: 


ereilt 


away: I wanted him to ſtay till I came up 
ſtairs, but he was off at once.“ 

Cecilia, quite confounded by this account, 
could make neither comment nor anſwer; 
but, as ſoon as the ſervants had left the 
room, Mrs Charlton entreated to know to 
whom the dog had belonged, convinced by 
her extreme agitation, that ſomething in- 
tereſting and uncommon muſt relate to him, 
This was no time for diſguiſe; aſtoniſh. 
ment and confuſion bereft Cecilia of all power 
to attempt it; and, after a very few evaſions, 
ſhe briefly communicated her ſituation with 
reſpect to Delvile, his leaving her, his mo- 
tives, and his mother's evident concurrence: 
for theſe were allſo connected with her know. I » 
ledge of Fidel, that ſhe led to them unavoid- o 
ably in telling what ſhe knew of him. n 

Very little penetration was requiſite, toga- WM v 
ther from her manner all that was omitted in. 
her narrative, of her own feelings and diſap- cc 
pointment in the courſe of this affair: and bi 
Mrs Charlton, who had hitherto believed L 
the whole world at her diſpoſal, and that ſhe Mu 
continued ſingle from no reaſon but her own 
difficulty of choice, was utterly amazed to 
find that any man exiſted, who could with- 
ftand the united allurements of ſo much 
beauty, ſweetneſs, and fortune. She felt BR 
herſelf ſometimes inclined to hate, and at 
other times to pity him; yet concluded that Me 
her own extreme coldneſs was the —— - & 

| of 


a 
of his flight, and warmly blamed a reſerve 


| which had thus ruined her happineſs. 
„ Cecilia was in the extremeſt perplexity and 
diſtreſs to conjecture the meaning of ſo unac- 


! 5 countable a preſent, and ſo ſtrange a meſſage. 
0 Delvile, ſhe knew, had deſired the dog might 


follow him to Briſtol : his mother, always 


\. therefore, doubt that ſhe had ſent or taken 
him thither, and thence, according to all ap- 


er 
s, pearances, he muſt now come. But was it 
th likely Delvile would take ſuch a liberty? 


Was it probable, when ſo lately he had almoſt 
| exhorted her to forget him, he would even 


15 E wiſh to preſent her with ſuch a remembrance 


: of himſelf? And what was the letter ſhe 
vas bid to expect? Whence and from whom 
vas it to come ? | 


va. „ 
in All was inexplicable ! the only thing ſhe 


could ſurmiſe, with any ſemblance of proba- 
bility, was, that the whole was ſome frolic of 
Lady Honoria Pemberton, who had per- 
uaded Delvile to ſend her the dog, and per- 
Wave him. 

Provoked by this ſuggeſtion, her firſt 
ought was inſtantly havinghim conveyedto 
e caſtle; but uncertain what the whole af- 
air meant, and hoping ſome explanation in 


| at 8 5 | A 
hat Mheletter ſhe was promiſed, ſhe determined to 
uſe Pat till it came, or at leaſt till ſhe heard 


u. pleaſed to oblige him, would now leſs than 
n. ever neglect any opportunity: the could not, 


Wraps aſſured him ſhe had herſelf requeſted to 
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_  CECILTA 

from Mrs Delvile, before ſhe took any mea. 
ſures herſelf in the buſineſs. Mutual account 
of their ſafe arrivals at Briſtol and in Suffolk, 
had already paſſed between them, and ſhe 
expected very ſoon to have further intelli. 
gence : though ſhe was now, by the whole 
behaviour of Mrs Delvile, convinced ſhe 
wiſhed not again to have her an inmate of 
her houſe, and that the reſt of her minority 
might paſs, without oppoſition, in the houſe 
of Mrs Charlton. 

Day after day, however, paſſed, and yet 
ſhe heard nothing more; a week, a fortnight iſ 
elapſed, and ſtill no letter came. She now 
concluded the promiſe was a deception, and 

nted that ſhe had waited a moment with 

any ſuch expectation. Her peace, during WF: 
this time, was greatly diſturbed ; this preſent I ; 
made her fear 8 was thought meanly of by Wl 
Mr Delvile; the filence 2 his mother gave Wi { 
her apprehenſions for his health, and her om 
irreſolution how to act, kept her 3 in perpetual 
inquietude. She tried in vain to behave ao 
if this incident had not happened; her mind Hg 
was uneaſy, and the ſame actions produced ti 
not the ſame effects; when ſhe now worked 
or read, the ſight of Fidel by her fide dM 
ſtracted her attention; when ſhe walked i 
wasthe ſame, for Fidel always followed her; q 
and though, in viſiting her old acquaintance 
ſhe torbore to let him accompany her, 11 


was ſecretly planning the whole time the con 
tene 


er als 
tents of ſome letter, which ſhe expected o 


its meet with, on returning to Mrs Charlton's. 
k, Thoſe gentlemen in the country who, 
he during the life-time of the Dean, had paid 
li. their addreſſes to Cecilia, again waited upon 
ole her at Mrs Charlton's, and renewed their 
ſhe propoſals. They had now, however, ſtill 
of W le chance of ſucceſs, and their. diſmiſſion 
ity was brief and decifive. 0 

ule Among theſe came Mr Biddulph ; and to 


him Cecilia was involuntarily moſt civil, be- 


yet cauſe ſhe knew him to be the friend of Del. 
ght vile. Yet his converſation encreaſed the un- 
ow eaſineſs of her ſuſpence; for after ſpeaking 
and i of the family in general which ſhe had left, 
vith he enquired more particularly concerning 
ring Delvile, and then added, 1 am, indeed, 
ſent greatly grieved to find, by all the accounts I 

| by receive of him, that he is now in a very bad 
gave ſtate of health.“ WO 

own BY This ſpeech gave her freſh ſubje& for ap- 
tui prehenſion; and in proportion as the filence 


Wof Mrs Delvile grew more alarming, her re- 


ve 8 
nind Beard for her favourite Fidel became more par- 
uced tial. The affectionate animal ſeemed to mourn 
rked the loſs of his maſter, and while ſometimes. 


he indulged herſelf in fancifully telling him 
ed ier fears, ſhe imagined ſhe read in his coun- 
her tenance the faithfulleſt ſympathy. 

tance One week of her minority was now all that 
„ ſuemained, and ſhe was ſoon wholly occupied 
con n preparations for coming of age. She pur. 
ten Vor. III. . poſed 


\ 


poſed taking poſſeſſion of a large houſe that 
had belonged to her uncle, which was ſituated 
only three miles from that of Mrs Charlton; 
and ſhe employed herſelf in giving orders for 
fitting it up, and in hearing complaints, and 
promiſing indulgencies, to various of her 
tenants. * 85 5 „ | 
At this time, while ſhe Was at breakfaſt 
one morning, a letter arrived from Mrs Del. | 
vile. She apologized for not writing ſooner, 
but added that various family occurrences, 
which had robbed her of all leiſure, might 
eaſily be imagined, when ſhe acquainted her 
that Mortimer had determined upon again 
going abroad. : They were all, ſhe 
laid, returned to Delvile Caſtle, but men- 
tioned nothing either of the health of her ſon; 
or of her own regret, and filled up the reſt of 


her letter with general news, and expreſſions JM . 
of kindneſs: though, in a poſtſcript, was in- : 
ferted, © We have loſt our poor Fidel.” BF. 
Cecilia was ſtillmeditating upon this letter, 5 

by whichher perplexity how to act was rather t. 
encreaſedthandiminiſhed, when, to her great Bl .: 
ſurpriſe, Lady Honoria Pemberton was an- Wi 
nounced. She haſtily begged one of the BW... 
Miſs Charltons to convey Fidel out of ſight; M y 


from a dread of her raillery, ſhould ſhe, at 
laſt, be unconcerned in the tranſaction, and 
then went to receive her. : 

Lady Honoria, whowas with her governcſs, M 
gave 4 brief hiſtory of her quitting . 


— 
— 
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Cattle, and ſaid ſhe was now going with her 
father to viſit a noble family in Norfolk: 
but ſhe had obtained his permiſſion to leave 
him at the inn where they had flept, in order 
to make a ſhort excurſion to Bury, for the 
pleaſure of ſeeing Maſs Beverley. 

; “ And therefore,“ ſhe continued, «I can 
t 1 ſay but half an hour; ſo you muſt give me 
| ſome account of yourſelf as faſt as poſſible.” 

„What account does your ladyſhip re- 
quire??”? 

* Why, who you live with here, and who 
are your COMPANIONS, and what you do with 
yourſelf.” 

« Why, I live with Mrs Charlton ; and 
for companions, I have at leaſt a ſcore; here 
_ her two grand-daughters, and Mrs and 
Mi 8 3 

<« Pho, pho,” interrupted Lady Honoria, 
« but 1 don't mean ſuch hum-drum compa- 
nions as thoſe; you'll tell me next, I ſuppoſe, 
of the parſon, and his wife and three daugh- 
ters, with all their coufins and aunts: I hate 


aur of is, who are your particular favourites; 
the and whether you take long walks here, as 
ht. W you uſed to do at the Caſtle, and who you 
have to accompany you?” And then, look- 


Hing at her very archly, ſhe added, © A pretty 
Pittle dog, now, I ſhould think, would be 


. 7 Mis 


thoſe ſort of people. What I defire to hear 


Vaſtly agreeable in 2 ſuch a place as this, —Ah, 
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find you have taken away poor little maſter's 
play-thing?? 


Fou have gone thus far, that you will proceed 


e 


hear that I do in your ladyſhip's name.“ 


8 c E 8 


Miſs Beverley! you have not left off that 


trick of colouring, I ſee !”” 


If I colour now,” ſaid Cecilia, fully con- 


vinced of the juſtneſs of her ſuſpicions, * | 


think it muſt be for your ladyſhip, not my. 
ſelf; for, if I am not much miſtaken, either 
in perſon, or by proxy, a bluſh from Lady 


Honoria Pemberton would not, juſt now, be 


wholly out of ſeaſon. 
6 Lord,” cried ſhe, © how like that is to 


a ſpeech of Mrs Delvile's! She has taught 


you exactly her manner of talking. But do 


you know I am informed you have got Fidel 


with you here? O fie, Miſs Beverley! 
What will papa and mamma ſay, when they 


« And O fie, Lady Honoria what ſhall IJ 
ſay, when 1 find you guilty of this miſchic- M 
vous frolic! I muſt beg, however, 1ince 


2 little farther, and ſend back the dog to the 
perſon from whom you received him.“ 
“ No, not I! manage him all your own Jl 
way: if you chuſe to accept dogs from gen- Wi 
tlemen, you know, it is your air, and not 
If you really will not return him your- 
ſelf, you muſt at leaſt pardon me ſhould you 


Lady Honoria for ſome time only laughed F þ 
and rallicd, without coming to an explant 
| 1. tion 


n 
tion; but when ſhe had exhauſted all the 


it ſport ſhe could make, the frankly owned that 

he had herſelf ordered the dog to be private- 
n- ly ftolen, and then ſent a man with him to 
vs Mrs Charlton's. ” 1 


« But you know,” ſhe continued, © I 
really owed you a ſpite for being ſo ill-na- 
tured as to run away after ſending me to call 
Mortimer to comfort and take leave of 

on.” 55 i ; | 
| Do you dream, Lady Honoria ? when 

did I fend vou | 
Why you know you looked as if you 

wiſhed it, and that was the ſame thing. But 
really it made me appear exceſſively ſilly, 
| when L had forced him to come back with me, 
and told, him you were waiting for him,—to 
ſee nothing of you at all, and not be able to 
find or trace you. He took it all for my own 
invention,” . N | 

+ And was it not your own invention?“ 
Why that's nothing to the purpoſe ; E 
wanted him to believe you ſent me, for I 
knew elſe he would not come.“ | 


Owl “ Your ladyſhip was a great deal too 
ren esd, Tn, 
| not * Why now ſuppoſe I had brought you 


together, what poſhble harm could have hap- 
pened from it? It would merely have given 
each of you ſome notion of a fever and ague; 
Wor firſt you would both have been hot, and 
chen you would both have been cold, and 
| N 3 then 
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trivance and expence F have been at merely 
in every market-town in the kingdom. By 
ſerve in part of payment for his travellingex- 


vity was ara bug <7 


| angry at this «rates e there-is but little 
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then you would both have turned red, and 


then you would both have turned white, and 
then you would both have pretended to ſim. WW 
per at the trick; and then there would have 


been an end 1 * 


< 'This is a very caſy way of g it all,” 
cried Cecilia, laughing; however, you | 
muſt be content to abide by your own theft, 
for you cannot in eonſcience expect I ſhould 
take it upon myſelf.“ | 
Lou are terribly ungrateful, I ſee,” ſaid | 
her ladyſhip, for all the trouble and con- 


to oblige you, while the whole time poor 
Mortimer, I dare ſay, has had his ſweet Pet 
advertiſed in all the news-papers, and cried 


the way, if you do ſend him back, I would 
adviſeyou to letyourman demand thereward 
that has been offered for him, which may 


ences.” 
Cecilia could only make her head, and re- 
collect Mrs Delvile' s expreſſion, that her le- 


“ O if you had ſeen,” ſhe continued, 
<« how ſheepiſh Mortimer looked when I told 
him you were dying to ſee him before he ſet MW 
off! he coloured 1o:—ult as you do now !— 
but I think you're vaſtly alike.” : 

I Tear; then, cried: Cecilia, not very I 


chance 
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chance your ladyſhip ſhould like either of 
0.” = 8 5 

« O yes, I do! I like odd people of all 
things.“ „ | 
Odd people? and in what are we ſo 

very odd? | 3 
O, in a thouſand things. You're fo 

good, you know, and ſo grave, and fo 
ſqueamiſh. _ „ 

« Squeamiſh ? how?“ | 
„Why, you know, you never laugh at 
the old folks, and never fly at your ſervants, 


ly nor ſmoke people before their faces, and are 
or ſo civil to all the old fograms, you would 
et make one imagine you liked nobody ſo well. 
ed By the way, I could do no good with my lit- 
1 tle Lord Derford; he pretended to find out 

| 


I was only laughing at him, and ſo he minded 


rd nothing I told him. I dare ſay, however, his 
ay father made the detection, for I am ſure he 
Xo 


had not wit enough to diſcover it himſelf.“ꝰ 
Cecilia then very ſeriouſly began to en- 
treat that ſhe would return the dog herſelf, 
and confeſs her frolic, remonſtrating in ſtrong 
terms upon the miſchievous tendency and 
conſequences of ſuch inconſiderate flights. 
Well, cned ſhe, rifing, this 1s all 
valtly true; but I have no time to hear any 
more of it juſt now; beſides, it's only fore- 
ſtalling my next lecture from Mrs Delvile, 
for you talk ſo much alike, that it is really 

9 75 | N 4 very 


ennie 


PA 


very perplexing to me to remember which 
is which.” 

She then hurried away, proteſting ſhe had 
at out- ſtayed her father's patience, and 
declaring the delay of another minute, would 

occaſion half a dozen expreſſes to know whe- 
ther ſhe was gone towards Scotland or Flan- 
ders. 

This viſit, howeyer, was both pleafant and 
confolatory to Cecilia; who was now relieved 
from her ſuſpence, and revived in her ſpirits, 
by the intelligence that Delvile had no ſhare 
in ſending her a preſent, which, from him, 
would have been humiliating and imperti. 
nent. She regretted, indeed, that the had 
not inſtantly returned it to the caſtle, which 
the was now convinced was the meaſure ſhe 
ought to have purſued; but to make all poſ- 
ſible reparation, ſhe determined that her own 
ſervant ſhould ſet out with it the next morn- 
ing to Briſtol, and take a letter to Mrs Del. 
vile to explain what had happened, ſince to 
conceal it from any delicacy to Lady Honoria, 

would be to expoſe herſelf to ſuſpicions the 
moſt mortifying, for which that gay and carc- 

leſs young lady would never thank her. 
She gave orders, therefore, to her ſervant 
to get ready for the journey. 

When ſhe communicated theſe little tranſ- 
actions to Mrs Charlton, that kind-hearted 
old lady, who knew her fondneſs for Fidel, 
adviſed * not yet to part with him, but 

merely 
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merely to acquaint Mrs Delvile where he 
was, and what Lady Honoria had done, and, 
by leaving to herſelf the care of ſettling his 
reſtoration, to give her at leaſt, an opportu- 
nity of offering him to her acceptance. 

Cecilia, however, would liſten to no ſuch 
propoſal; the ſaw the firmneſs of Delvile in 
his reſolution to avoid her, and knew that 
policy, as well as propriety, made it neceſ- 
fary the ſhould part with what ſhe could on- 

ly retain to remind her of one whom ſhe 
now moſt wiſhed to forget. ; 


FE 


AN INCIDENT. 


' HE ſpirits of Cecilia, however, internal. 
ly failed her: ſhe conſidered her ſepara- 
tion from Delvile to be now, in all probabi- 
lity, for life, ſince ſhe ſaw that no ſtruggle. 
either of intereſt, inclination, orhealth, could 
bend him from his purpoſe ; his mother, too, 
ſeemed to regard his name and his exiſtence 
as equally valuable, and the ſcruples of his 
father ſhe was certain would be ſtill more in- 
ſurmountable. Her own pride, excited by 
| 7 : N 5. theirs, 
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theirs, made her, indeed, with more anger 
than ſorrow, ſee this general conſent to aban. 
don her ; but pride and anger both failed 
when ſheconſideredtheſituationof his health; 
ſorrow, there, took the lead, and admitted 
no partner: it repreſented him to her not 
only as loſt to herſelf, but tothe world; and 
fo fad grew her reflections, and ſo heavy her 
heart, that, to avoid from Mrs Charlton ob. 
ſervations which pained her, ſhe ſtole into a 
fummer-houſe in the garden the moment ſhe 
had done tea, declining any companion but 
her affectionate Fidel. 

Her tenderneſs and her ſorrow found here 
a romantic conſolation, incomplainingtohim 
of the abſence of his maſter, his voluntary 
ecxile, and her fears for his health: calling 
upon him to participate in her ſorrow, and 
lamenting that even this little relief would 
"ſoon be denied her; and that in loſing Fidel 
no veſtige of Mortimer, but in her own breaſt, 


would remain: Go, then, dear Fidel,” ſhe 


cried, © carry back to your maſter all that 
nouriſhes his remembrance! Bid him not 
love you the lefs for having ſome time be- 
longed to Cecilia; but never may his proud 
heart be fed with thevain-glory, of knowing 
how. fondly for his ſake ſhe has cheriſhed 
you! Go, dear Fidel, guard him by night, 
and follow him by day; ; ferve him with zeal, 


_ vc him with 221 8 ;—Oh that his 
health 
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bend were invincible as his pride there, 
alone, is he vulnerable . 
Here Fidel, with a loud barking, ſuddenly 
ſprang away from her, and, as ſhe turned her 
eyes towards the door to ſee what had thus 
ſtartled him, ſhe beheld ſtanding there, as if 
immoveable, young Delvile himſelf! __ 
Her aſtoniſhment at this fight almoſt be. 
reft her of her underſtanding ; it appeared to 
her ſupernatural, and ſhe rather believed it 
was his ghoſt than himſelf. Fixed in mute 
wonder, ſhe ſtood ſtill though terrified, her 
eyes almoſt burſting from their ſockets to be 
ſatisſied if whit they ſaw was real. ; 
Delvile, too, was ſome time ſpeechleſs ; 
he looked not at her, indeed, with any doubt 
of her exiſtence, but as if what he had heard 
was to him as amazing as to her what ſheſaw. 
At length, however, tormented by the dog, 
Who jumpt up to him, licked his hands, and : 
by his rapturous joy forced himſelf into no- 
tice, he was moved to return his careſſes, ſay- 
ing, ** Yes, dear Fidel“ you have a claim 
indeed to my attention, and with the fondeſt 
gratitude will I cherih you Ser! 5 
At the ſound of his voice, Cecilia n 
began to breathe ; and Delvile ee 6. mf n 
ed. the dog, now cntered the que ng ; 
laying, as he advanced, * Is this poſſible !— 
am I nat in a dream {—Good God: is it in- 
deed poſlible !” 


The conſternation of douþi. and aſtoniſh. 
ak N 6 ment 
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ment which had ſeized every faculty of ce. 

cilia, now changed intocertainty that Delvile 
indeed was preſent; all her recollection re- 
turned as ſhe liſtened to this queſtion, and 
the wild rambling of fancy with which ſhe 
had incautiouſly indulged her ſorrow, ruſh- 
ing ſuddenly upon her mind, ſhe felt her. 
ſelf wholly overpowered by conſciouſneſs 
and ſhame, and funk, almoſt fainting, 1 85 
a window-lcat. 

Delvile inſtantly flew to her, netted 
with gratitude, and filled with wonder and 
delight, which, however internally com- 
bated by ſenſations leſs pleaſant, were too 
potent for countroul, and he poured forth 
at her feet the moſt paſlionate «nowieds. 
ments. 

Oecilia, ſorpriſed, affected, and trembling 
with a thouſand emotions, endoavonred to 
break from him and riſe; but, eagerly de- 
taining her, No, lovelieſt Miſs Beverley,” 
he eried, not thus muſt we now part! this 
moment only have I diſcovered what a trea- 
ſure I was leaving; and, but for Fidel, I had 
quitted it in ignorance for 8 
Indeed, cried Cecilia, in the extremeſt 

agitation, * indeed you may believe me, Fi- 
del is here quite by accident. —Lady Hono- 
ria took him away, —l knew nothing of the 
matter,—ſ1he ſtole him, fhe tens him, ſhe 

dic every thing herſelf.” 
. eee Honoria!” wed Delvile, 
more 
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more and more delig hted, how ſhall I ever 
thank her !—and hd ſhe alſo tell you to ca- 
reſs and to cheriſh him {—to talk to him of 
his maſte | 

«© O heaven!” Aa Cecilia, in an 

ony of mortification and ſhame, to what 
has my unguarded folly reduced me!” Then 
again endeavouring to break from him, 
« Leave me, Mr Delvile,”” ſhe cried, © leave. 
me, or let me paſs!—never can I ſee you 
more never bear you again in my ſight !”? 

« Come, dear | Fidel /** cried he, ſtill de- 

her, come and plead for your ma- 
ler! come and aſk in his name WhO 2ow has 
a proud heart, whoſe pride no is invinci- 
ble [27 

« Oh go! bo cried. Cecilia, enki. away 
from him while ſhe ſpoke, © repeat not thoſe 
hateful words, if you wiſh me. not to deteſt 
myſelf eternally !? 

Ever. lovely Mis B ” cried he, 
more feriqutly, © why this reſentment? why 
all this cauſeleſs diſtreſs ? has not my heart 

fnce been known to you? have you not 
witnefſed its ſufferings, and been affured of 
its tenderneſs ? why, then, this untimely re- 
ſerve ? this unabating coldneſs? Oh why try 
to rob me of the felicity you have inadver- 
tently given me! and to four the happineſs 
of a moment that recompenſes ſuch exquiſite 

| miſery !?? 
oh Mr Delrile b cried ſhe, impa- 
tiently, 


30 CE G L IK. 
tiently, though half ſoftened, ** was this ho. 
nourable or right to ſeal upon me thus pri- 
vately to liſten to me thus ſecretly— | 
« You blame me,“ cried he, too bor , 
r own friend, Mrs Charlton, permitted 
me to come kithes' in ſearch of you then, 
indeed, when J heard the ſound of your voice 
- — I heard that voice talk of wy —of | 
his maſter —** 
„ Oh ſtop, ſtop!” cred he; 64 ] cannot 
ſupport the recollection! there is no puniſh- 
ment, indeed, which my own indiſcretion 
does not merit, —but I ſhall have ſufficient in 
the bitterneſs of ſelf-reproach !” | 
„Why will you talk thus, my beloved 
Miſs Beverley ? what haye you done,— 

_ what, let me aſk, Prone I e Sons ſuch in- 
finite diſgrace and deprefliyn ſhould follow 
this little ſenfibility to a on Tf Keren ? 
Does it not render you more dear to me 9 
ever? does it not add new life, new vig 
to _ devotion by Which 1 am bound N 

ou! 93 | 
J % No, no,” cried the mortified Cecilia, 
who from the moment ſhe found herſelf be- 
_ trayed, believed herſelf to be loſt, . far other 
is the effect it will have! and the ſame mad 
follyby which I am ruined in my own eſteem, 
will ruin me in yours -I cannot endure to 
think of it!—why will you perſiſt in detain- 
11 ing me ?—You have filled me with anguiſh 
i] and mortification,— IV have taught me the 
ö bittereſt 


bittereſt of leſſons, that of hating and con- 


; temning myſelf !?? $12 155 

« Good heaven,“ cried he, much hurt, 
« what ſtrange apprehenſions thus terrify 
you? are you with me leſs fafe than with 
yourſelf? is it my honour you doubt? is it 


| my we, ed you fear? Surely I cannot be 
E 1 Y ; 
f fo little known to you; and to make pro- 


teſtations now, would but give a new alarm 
to a delicacy already too agitated. ——ElVe 
 wouldI tell you that more ſacred than my life 
will I hold what I have heard, chat the words 
juſt now graven on my heart, ſhall remain 
there to eternity unſeen ; and that higher 
than ever, not only in my love, but my 
eſteem, is the beautiful ſpeaker—” _ 


«© Ah no!” cried Cecilia, with a ſigh, 
« that at leaſt is impoſlible, for lower than 


W 1 . 4 ; * . ; 

3 ever is ſhe ſunk from deſerving it?? 

n „ No,“ cried he, with fervour, © the is 

4 raiſed, ſhe is exalted! I find her more excel- 
7 


lent and perfect than Ihad even dared believe 
her; I diſcover new virtues in the ſpring of 
every action; I ſee what I took for inditter- 
ence, was dignity; I perceivewhat I imagined. 
the moſt rigid inſenſibility, was nobleneſs, 
was propriety, was true greatneſs of mind!“ 
Cecilia was ſomewhat appeaſed by this 
ſpeech ; and, after a little heſitation, ſhe ſaid 
with a half ſmile, © Muſt JI thank you for 
this good. nature, in ſecking to reconcile me 
with myſelf?—or ſhall I quarrel with FO 


. D 
for flattery, in giving me e you can ſo 


little think I merit ?” 


6 Al?” cried he, were I to 3 as I 
think of you! were my language permitted 
to accordwith my opinion be eee worth,you 
would not then fimply call me a flatterer, you 
would tell me, I was an idolater, and fear at 
leaſt for my principles, if not for my under- 
ſtandin 5 
EH an! have but little right, however, of 
faid Cecilia, again riſing, to arraign your 
underſtanding while I act as if bereft of my 
_ own. Now, at leaſt, let me pats; indeed 
you ey greatly diſpleae me by any further 

tion.“ 

« Will you ſuffer me, then, to fee you 

early to-morrow morning??? 

« No, Sir; nor the next morning, nor 
the morning after that! This meeting has 
been wrong, another would be worſe; in 
this I have accuſation enough tor folly ;— 
P. another the charge Welle be far more 

avy.” 

5 Docs Mis Beverley; then,” cried he 
gravely, < think me capable of deſirin 

ſee her for mere ſelfiſh gratification ? -» Pa in- 
tending to trifle either with her time or her 
feelings? no; the conference I deſire will be 

important and deciſive. This night I ſhall 
devote ſolelytodeliberation; to-morrow ſhall 
be given to action. Without ſome thinking 


1 e venture at no you ;—] preſume not to 
communicate 
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communicate to you the various intereſts that 


divide me, but the reſult of them all I can 
take no denial to your hearing.” - 
Cecilia, who felt when thus ſtated the ju- 


ſtice of his requeſt, now oppoſed it no longer, 


but inſiſted upon his inſtantly departing. 
«© True,” cried he, © I muft go!—the 


longer I ſtay, the more I am faſcinated, and 
the weaker are thoſe reafoning powers' of - 


which I now want the ſtrongeſt exertion.” 


He then repeated his profeſſions of eternal 
regard, beſought her not to regret the hap- 


ineſs ſhe had given bim, and after diſobey- 
ing her injunctions of going till ſhe was ſeri- 
ouſly diſpleaſed, he only ſtaid to obtain her 


pardon, and permiſſion to be early the next 


morning, and then, though ſtill lowly and 
relunctantly, he left her. FEE 
- Scarce was Cecilia again alone, but the 


whole of what had pafled ſeemed a vifion of 


her imagination. That Delvile ſhould be at 
Bury, that he ſhould viſit her at Mrs Charl- 


ton's, ſurpriſe her by herſelf, and diſcover 
her moſt ſecret thoughts, appeared ſo ſtrange 
and fo incredible, that occupied rather by 


wonder than thinking, ſhe continued almoſt 
motionleſs in the place where he had left her, 
till Mrs Charlton ſent to requeſt that ſhe 


would return to the houſe. She then en- 


quired if any body yas with her, and being 
anſwered in the negative, obeyed the ſum- 


Mrs 
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| Mrs Charlton, with a ſmile of much mean. 

ing, hoped ſhe had had a pleaſant walk: 
but Cecilia ſeriouſly remonſtrated on the dan. 

erous imprudence ſhe had committed in ſuf. 
Stig her to be ſo unguardedly ſurpriſed, 
Mrs Charlton, however, more anxious for 
her future and ſolid happineſs, than for her 
preſent apprehenſions and delicacy, repented 


not the ſtep ſhe had taken; and when ſhe ga- 


thered from Cecilia the ſubſtance of what 
had paſt, unmindful of. the expoſtulations 
Which accompanied it, ſhe thought with ex. 
ultation that the ſudden meeting ſhe had per. 
mitted, would now, by making known to 
each their mutual affection, determine them 
to defer no longer a union upon which their 
mutual peace of mind ſo much depended. 
And Cecilia, finding ſhe had been thus be- 
trayed deſignedly, not inadvertently, could 
hardly reproach her zeal, though ſhe la- 
mented its indiſcretion. 5 
She then aſked by what means he had ob- 
tained admiſſion, and made himſelf known; 
and heard that he had enquired at the door 
for Miſs Beverley, and having ſent in his 
name, was {ſhewn into the parlour, where 
Mrs Charlton, much pleaſed with his ap- 
pearance, had ſuddenly conceived the little 
plan which he had executed, of contriving a 
_ ſurpriſe for Cecilia, from which ſhe rationally 
expected the very conſequences that enſued, 
9 N though 


SE CEL 
thou gh the immediate means ſhe had not con- 
jectured. Sad 

The account was {till unſatisfactory to Ce- 
cilia, who could frame to herfelf no poſſible 
reaſon for a viſit ſo extraordinary, and fo to- 
tally inconſiſtent with his dedarations and re- 
ſolutions. 

This, however, was a matter but of little 
moment, compared with the other ſubjects to 
which the interview had given riſe: Delvile, 
upon whom ſo long, though ſecretly, her 
deareſt hopes of happineſs had reſted, was: 
no become acquainted with his power, an 

knew himſelf the maſter of her deſtiny; he 
had quitted her avowedly to decide what it 
ſhould be, ſince his preſent ſubject of delibe- 
ration included her fate in his own; the next 
morning he was to call, and acquaint her with 
his decree, not doubting her concurrence 
which ever way he reſolved. 
A ſubjection ſo undue, and which ſhe build 
not but conſider as difgraceful, both ſhocked: 
_ and afflicted her; and the reflection that the 
man who of all men ſhe preferred, was ac- 
quainted with her preference, yet heſitated 
whether to accept or abandon her, mortified 
and provoked her alternately, occupied her 
thoughts the whole night, and kept her from. 
Peace and from reſt. 
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Een the next W Ran again 

made his appearance. Cecilia, who was 
at breakfaſt with Mrs and Miſs Charltons, 
received him with the moſt painful confuſion, 


and he was evidently himſelf in a ſtate of the 


utmoſt perturbation. Mrs Charlton made a 
pretence almoſt immediately for ſending away 
both her grand- daughters, and then, without 
taking the trouble of deviſing one for herſelf, 
aroſe and followed them, though Cecilia 
made ſundry ſigns of ſolicitation that ſhe 
would . 

Finding herſelf now alone with him, ſhe 


haſtily, and without knowing what ſhe ſaid, 


cried, © How is Mrs Delvile, Sir? Is ſhe 
{till at Briſtol ?P 

e At Briſtol ? no; have you never heard 
me i returned to Delvile-Caftle 7** : -* 


„O, true l- meant Delvile-Caſtle,— 


but 1 hope ſhe found ſome beneſit from the 


waters?“ 
She had not, I believe, any occaſion to 
try them.“ 


3 aſhamed of theſe two following 
miſtakes, 


AT 
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B 


* 
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miſtakes, coloured high, but ventured not 


again to ſpeak: and Delvile, who ſeemed 


big with Tomething he feared to utter, aroſe, 
and walked fora fewinſtantsabout the room; 
after which, exclaiming aloud, How vain 


is every plan which paſſes the preſent hour!“ 


He advanced to Cecilia, who pretended to 
be looking at ſome work, and ſeating him- 
ſelf next her, © when we parted yeſterday,” 


he cried, ©.I preſumed to ſay one night 


alone ſhould be given to deliberation, — 
and to-day, this very day to action but 
I forgot that though in deliberating I had 


only myſelf to conſult, in acting I was not 


ſo independent; and that when my own 
doubts were fatisfied, and my own reſolu- 
tions taken, other doubts and other reſolu- 
tions muſt be conſidered, by which my pur- 
poſed proceedings might be retarded, might 


perhaps be wholly prevented!“ 


Hle pauſed, but Cecilia, unable to conjec- 
ture to what he was leading, made not any 
anſwer. | | 

* Upon you, Madam,“ he continued, all 
that is good or evil of my future life, as far 
as relates to its happineſs or miſery, will, from 
this very hour, almoſt ſolely depend: yet 
much as J rely upon your goodneſs, and ſu- 


perior as I know you to trifling or affectation, 


what I now come to propoſe - to petition— 
to entreat—] cannot ſummon courage to 


[95 


mention, from a dread of alarming you 
What 
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to make your tour?“ 


“„ 
What next, thought Cecilia, trembling at 


this introduction, is preparing for me ! does 


he mean to aſk me to ſolicit Mrs Del. 
vile's conſent! or from myſelf muſt he re- 
ceive commands that we ſhould never meet 


J½/½% ᷑ Lim 5 
ce Is Miſs Beverley,” cried he, determin- 


ed not to ſpeak to me? Is ſhe bent upon i: 


lence only to intimidate me? Indeed if ſhe 
knew how greatly I reſpect her, ſhe would 


* honour me with more confidence.” 


„ When, Sir, cried the, * do you mean 


* 


5 


Never!“ cried he, with fervour, un- 


leſs baniſhed by you, never !—no lovelieſt, 


Miſs Beverley, I can now quit you no more! 


Fortune, beauty, worth and ſweetneſs I had 


er to relinquiſh, and ſevere as was the 
taſk, I compelled myſelf to perform it, —but 
whentotheſe I find joined fo attractive a ſoft- 
neſs, a pity for my ſufferings ſounexpected- 


ly gentle no! ſweeteſt Miſs Beverley, I 


can quit you no more!” And then, ſeizing 
her hand, with yet greater energy, he went 


nn here,“ he cried, offer you my 


vows, I here own you ſole arbitreſs of my 
fate! I give you not merely the poſſeſſion of 


my heart,—that, indeed, I had no power to 
with-hold from you; but I give you the di- 
rection of my conduct, I'entreat you to be- 


come my counſellor and guide. Will Mils 
ip „ Beverley 


1 U 
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Beverley accept ſuch an office? Will ſhe 
deign to liſten to ſuch a prayer??? 
Ves, cried Cecilia, involuntarily de- 
lighted to find that ſuch was the reſult of his 
night's deliberation, © I am moſt ready to 
give you my counſel ; which I now do,—that 


— 


you ſet off for the continent to-morrow 


mur, 8 „ 

“O how malicious!“ cried he, half laugh- 
ing, © yet not ſo immediately do I even re- 
queſt your counſel ; fomething muſt firſt be 
done to qualify you for giving it: penetra- 
tion, ſkillandunderſtanding, however amply 


you poſleſs them, are not ſufficient to fit you 


for the charge; ſomething ſtill more is requi- 
fite, you muſt be inveſted with fuller powers, 
you mult have a right leſs diſputable, and a 
title, that not alone inclination, not even 


judgment alone muſt ſanctify, —but which 


law muſt enforce, and rites the moſt ſolemn 
fuppatt PF?! i bk N 

« I think, then,” ſaid Cecilia, deeply 
bluſhing, + I muſt be content to forbear 
giving any counſel at all, if the qualifi 


F - 


| cations for it are ſo difficult of acquire- 


ment.“ 


KReſent not my preſumption,” cried he, 


my beloved Miſs Beverley, but let the ſe- 
verity of my recent ſufferings palliate my pre- 
tent temerity; for where affliction has been 


deep and ſerious, cauſeleſs and unneceſſary 


miſery will ſind little encouragement; and 
pe OY mine 
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mine has been ſerious inded! Sweetly, then, 

permit me, in proportion to its bitterneſs, to 
rejoice in the ſoft reverſe which now flatters 

me with its approach.” gt. 

Cecilia, abaſhed and uneaſy, uncertain of 


what was to follow, and unwilling to ſpeak 


till more aſſured, pauſed, and then abruptly 
exclaimed, I am afraid Mrs Charlton is 
waiting for me,“ and would have hurried 
away: but Delvile, almoſt forcibly prevent. 


ing her, compelled her to ſtay; and after a 


ſhort converſation, on his fide the moſt im- 
paſſioned, and on hers the moſtconfuſed, ob- 
tained from her, what, indeed, after the ſur- 
priſe of the preceding. evening ſhe could but 
Ill deny, a frank confirmation of his power 
over her heart, and an ingenuous, though re- 


luctant acknowledgment, how long he had 


RET oo net ̃ ol. 
Thisconfeſſion, made, asaffairsnow ſtood, 
wholly in oppoſition to her judgment, was 
torn from her by an impetuous urgency 
which ſhe had not preſence of mind to reſiſt, 
and with which Delvile, when particularly 
animated, had long been accuſtomed toover- 
Pre all oppoſition. The joy with which 
heard it, though but little mixed with 
wonder, was as violent as the cagerneſs with 
which hehad ſought it; yet it was not of long 
duration, a ſudden and moſt painful recol- 
lection preſently quelled it, and even in or 
TON | Sf mi 


? hard as 
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midſt of his rapturous acknowledgments, 
ſeemed to ſtrike him to the heart. 935 
Cecilia, ſoon perceiving both in his coun - 
tenanceand manner an alteration that ſhocked 
her, bitterly repented an avowal ſhe could 
never recall, and looked aghaſt with expetta. 
tion and rea. 5 
Delvile, who with quickneſs faw a change 
of expreſſion in her of which in himſelf he 
was unconſcious, exclaimed, withmuchemo- 
tion, Oh how tranſient is human felicity ! 
How rapidly fly thoſe rare and exquiſite mo- 
ments in which jit is perfect?! Ah! ſweeteſt 
Miſs: Beverley, what words ſhall I ind to 
ſoften what I have now to reveal! to tell 
you that after goodneſs,” candour, genero- 
lity ſuch as yours, a requeſt a fupplica- 
tion remains yet to be uttered that ba- 
niſhes me, if refuſed, from your preſence for 


ever?” 1 3 
diſmayed, deſired to 


Cecilia, extremely 
know what it was: an evident dread of of- 
fending her kept him ſome time from pro- 
ceeding, but at er. 9 after repeatedly ex- 
| preſſing his fears of her diſapprobation, and 
| 2 repugnance even on his own part to the 
very meaſure he was obliged to urge, he 
acknowledged that all his hopes of being 
ever united to her, reſted upon obtaining 
| her conſent to an immediate and ſecret mar. 
a OL. III. | Oo ; On Cecilia, 


0 E L 4 
Cecilia, thunderſtruck by this declara. 
tion, remained for a few inſtants too much 


confounded to ſpeak; but when he was be. 


8p. aß an explanatory apology, ſhe ſtarted 
and pr. with indignation, faid 


el 11. had flattered myſelf, Sir, that both 
my character and my conduct, independent 
of my ſituation in life, would have exempted 
me at all times from a propoſal which 1 
ſhall ever think myſelf A . having 
_ Sand.” -- 
And then me was again going, but Del- 
vile ſtill preventing her, ſaid, I knew too 
well how much you would be alarmed, and 
_ was my dread of your diſpleaſure that it 
wer even to embitter the happineſs ! 
2 with ſo much earneſtneſs, and to ren- 
der your condeſcenſion inſufficient to enſure 
it. Yet wonder not at my ſcheme; wild as it 
may appear, it is the reſult of deliberation; 
and cenſurable as it may ſeem, it {Pugs not 
from unworthy motives.“ 
„Whatever may be your motives with 
reſpe& to yourſelf, Sir,” ſaid Cecilia, © with 
reſpect to me they muſt certainly be dil. 
graceful; I will oe therefore, hien to 
them.“ 
« You wrong me cruelly,” cried he, with 
warmth, and a moment's reflection muſt 
tell you that however diſtinet may be our 


honour or our . in every other in- 
7 ſtance, 


| CEC EBAY as 
ſtance, in-that by which we ſhould be 
united, they muſt inevitably be the ſame: 
and far ſooner would I voluntarily relin- 
quiſh you, than be myſelf acceſſary to taint- 
ing that dehcacy of which the unſullied 
purity has been the chief ſource of my ad- 
m 5 
% Why, then,“ cried Cecilia, reproach- 
fully, have you mentioned to me ſuch a 
Cf les et; i Lich 
Circumſtances the moſt fingular, and 
neceflity the moſt unavoidable, he anſwered, 
« ſhould alone have ever tempted me to form 
it. No longer ago than yeſterday morning, I 
believed myſelf incapable of even wiſhing it; 
but extraordinary ſituations call for extraor- 
dinary reſolutions, and in private as well as 
public life, palliate, at leaſt, extraorainary 
actions. Alas! the propoſal which ſo much 
offends you is my final reſource! it is the ſole 
barrier between myſelf and perpetual miſery! 
—the only expedient in my power to ſave me 
from eternally parting with you'!—for I ain 
now cruelly compelled to confeſs, that my 
family, I am certain, will never conſent to 
our union!“ SLE BTY LF ping ded, 
Neither, then, Sir,” cried Cecilia, with 
great ſpirit, © will I! The diſdain I may 
meet with I pretend not to retort, but wil- 
fully to encounter, were meanly to deſerve 
it, I will enter into no family in oppo- 
5 | "UF 2 ſition 


IA. 
tuation to its wiſhes, I will conſent to no al. 
_ Hance that may expoſe me to indignity, 
Nothing is ſo contagious as contempt !— 
T be example of your friends might work 
powerfully upon yourſelf, and who ſhall 
dare aſſure me you would not catch the in- 
fection? | 
dare aſſure you!“ cried he; © haſty 
ou may perhaps think me, and ſomewhat 
impetuous I cannot deny myſelf ; but believe 
me not of fo wretched a character as to be 
capable, in any affair of moment, of fickle. 
nels or caprice.”” Pt 
But what, Sir, is my ſecurity to the 
contrary? Have you not this moment avow- 
ed that but yeſterday you held in abhorrence 
the very plan that to-day you propoſe? And 
may you not to-morrow reſume again the 
fame opinion ?? | by 
“Cruel Miſs Beverley! how unjuſt is this 
inference! If yeſterday I diſapproved what 
to-day I recommend, a little recollection mult 
ſurely tellyouwhy: and that not my opinion, 
but my ſituation is changed.“ 
The conſcious Cecilia here turned away her 
head; too certain he alluded to the diſcovery 
of her partiality. be 
Have you not yourſelf,” he continued, 
<« witneſſed the ſteadineſs of my mind? Have 
| you not beheld me fly, when I had power 
to purſue, and avoid, when I had oppor- 
bs yy : tymity 
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tunity to ſeek you? After witneſſing my 
conſtancy upon ſuch trying occaſions, is 
it equitable, is it right to ſuſpect me of wa- 
vering!““ 

« But what,” cried ſhe, © was the con- 

ſtancy which brought you into Suffolk ?— 
When all occaſion was over for our meeting 
any more, when you told me you were going 
abroad, and took leave of mie for ever, — 
where, then, was your ſteadineſs in this un- 
. neceflary journey?“ 
Have a care,” cried he, half ſmiling, 
and taking a letter from his pocket, © have a 
care, upon this point, how you PrOYORe me 
to ſhew my juſtification !” 

«© Ah?!” cried Cecilia, bluſhing, « tis. 
ſome trick of Lady Honoria !”? | 
No, upon my honour. The authority 
is leſs doubtful : I believe I ſhould har dly 
elſe have regarded it. 

Cecilia, much 5; 46240 held out her bans 
for the letter, and looking firſt. at the end, 
was much aſtoniſhed to ſee the name of Bid- 
dulph. She then caſt her eye over the begin- 
ning, and when ſhe ſaw her own-name, us 
the following nn - ö 


« Miſs Beverley, as-you doubt! eſs know, 
is returned into Suffolk; every body here faw 
her with the utmoſt furprize; from the mo- 
ment I had. heard of her reſidence 1 in Delvile- 

| | © 2 e Caſtle, 


r IA 
Caſtle, I had given her up for loſt: but, up. 
on her unexpected appearance among us 
again, Iwas weak enoughonce more to make 
trial of her heart. I ſoon found, however, 
that the pain of a ſecond rejection you might 
have ſpared me, and that though ſhe had 
quitted Delvile-Caſtle, ſhe had not for no- 
thing entered it: at the ſound of your name, 
the bluſhes; at the mention of your illneſs, 
the turns pale; and the dog you have given 
her, which I recollected immediately, is her 
darling companion. Oh happy Delvile ! yet 


I 


o lovely a conqueſt you abandon 


Cecilia could read no more; the letter 
dropt from her hand: to find herſelf thus 
by her own emotions betrayed, made her 
inſtantly conclude ſhe was univerſally diſ- 
covered: and turning fick at the ſuppoſition, 
all her ſpirit forſook her, and the burſt into 
tears. | 8 e 
Good heaven,” cried Delvile, extreme- 
ly ſhocked, < what has thus affected you? 
Can the jealous ſurmiſes of an apprehenſive 
rival. | 5 

« Do not talk to me,” interrupted ſhe, 
impatiently, and do not detain me,—] 
am extremety diſturbed, I wiſh to be 
ne, —! beg, I even entreat you would leave 
Ee”. © | „ 
I will- go, I will obey you in every 


A 319 
thing !” cried he, eagerly, tell me but when 
I may. return, and when you will ſuffer me 
to explain to you all the motives of my 
propoſal? ?? 5 3 

«© Never, never!“ cried ſhe, with ezr- 
neſtneſs, I am ſufficiently lowered already, 
but never will I intrude myſelf into a family 
that diſdains me! „ 
„ Diſdains? No, you are revered in it! 
who could diſdain you! That fatal clauſe 
alone—— _ „„ 

“ Well, well, pray leave me; indeeti I 
cannot hear you; I am unfit for argument, 

and all reaſoning now 1s nothing leſs than 

cet | 
“J am gone,” cried he, © this moment! 
I would not even with to take advantage of 
your agitation in order to work upon your 
ſenſibility. My deſire is not to ſurpriſe, but 
to reconcile you to my plan. What is it I 
feek in Miſs Beverley? An heireſs? No, as 
ſuch ſhe has ſeen I could reſiſt her; nor yet 
the light trifler of a ſpring or two, neglected 
when no longer a novelty ; no, no -it is a 
companion for ever, it is a ſolace for every 
care, it is a boſom friend through every pe- 
710d of life that I feek in Miſs Beverley! Her 
eſteem, therefore, to me is as precious as her 
affection, for how can I hope her friendſhip 
in the winter of my days, if their brighter 

and gayer ſeaſon is darkened by _— 

bh 8 
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of my integrity? All ſhall be clear and 
explicit; no latent cauſe of uneaſineſs ſhall 
diſturb our future quiet: we will now be 
fincere, that hereafter we may be eaſy ; and 
fweetly in unclouded felicity, time ſhall glide 
away imperceptibly, and we will make an 
intereſt with each other in the gaiety of 
outh, to bear with the infirmities of age, 
and alleviate them by kindneſs and ſym- 
pathy. And then ſhall my ſoothing Ce- 
cilia | . 
O ſay no more?” interrupted ſhe, ſof- 
tened in her own deſpite by a plan ſo con- 
fonant to her wiſhes, © what language is 
this! how improper for you to uſe, or me to 
hear! Pp . c . 
She then very earneſtly inſiſted upon his 
going; and after a thouſand times taking 


leave and returning, promiſing obedience, 


yet purſuing his own way, he at length ſaid, 
if ſhe would confent to receive a letter from 
him, he would endeavour to commit what he 
had to communicate to paper, ſince their 
mutual agitation made him unable to explain 
himſelf with clearneſs, and rather hurt his 
cauſe than aſſiſted it, by leaving all his argu- 
ments unfiniſhed and obſcure. 
Another diſpute now aroſe ; Cecilia pro- 


. teſting ſhe would receive no letter, and hear 


nothing upon the ſubject; and Delvile impe- 
tuouſly declaring he would ſubmit to no award 
8 R without 
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without being firſt heard. At length he con- 
quered, and at length he departed. 


Cecilia then felt her whole heart ſink 
within her at the unhappineſs of her ſituation. 
She conſidered herſelf now condemned to re- 
fuſe Delvile herſelf, as the only condition 


upon which he even ſolicited her favour, nei- 
ther the ſtrictneſs of her principles, nor the 


delicacy of her mind, would ſuffer her to 


accept. Her diſpleaſure at the propoſal had 


been wholly unaffected, and ſhe regarded it 


as an injury to her character ever to have re- 
ceived it; yet that Delvile's pride of heart 
ſhould give way to his paſſion, that he ſhould 
loveher withſomuch fondneſsas torelinquiſh 
for her the ambitious ſchemes of his family, 


and even that darling name which ſo lately 


ſeemed annexed to his exiſtence, were cir- 


| cumſtances to which ſhe was not inſenſible, 


and proofs of tenderneſs and regard which 
ſhe had thought incompatible with the gene- 
ral ſpirit of his diſpoſition. Yet however by 
theſe ſhe was gratified, ſhe reſolved never to 
comply with ſo humiliating a meaſure, but to 
wait the conſent of his friends, or renounce 


him for ever. 
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